
ABSTRACT A method for operating a separation membrane
module  comprising a spiral membrane element of the
type in which a enveloped separation membrane and a
feed water spacer are wound  around the external
circumference of a permeate water  collecting pipe, the
method comprising regularly or irregularly  reversing
the flow direction of feed water in the separation
membrane module. A series of flushing operations are
carried out each time the feed water flow direction is
reversed, wherein  a first flushing operation is
carried out in the direction  reverse to the direction
of feed water immediately before the  flushing
operation. 




