An annul us isolation valve conprises a valve actuation bore and a fl ow
passage capabl e of providing fluid conmuni cati on between an upper annul us

and a | ower
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mechani sm positioned in the valve actuation bore.
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(57) Abstract: An annulus isolation valve comprises a valve actuation bore
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and a flow passage capable of providing fluid communication between an up-
per annulus and a lower annulus. The flow passage comprises a first tlow path
and a portion of the valve actuation bore. Further, the first flow path has a sec-
ond longitudinal axis that is different from a first longitudinal axis. The annu-
lus isolation valve further includes a plug gate positioned in the valve actua-
tion bore. The plug gate is contigured so that in the open position it allows flu-
id communication between the upper annulus and the lower annulus. The an-
nulus isolation valve further includes a biasing mechanism positioned in the
valve actuation bore. The biasing mechanism is capable of forcing the plug
gate into the closed position when the actuation force is not applied.
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