ABSTRACT OF THE DI SCLOSURE The present invention provides a nmagnetic
recordi ng nmedi um capabl e of reducing the dianeter of particles of a

per pendi cul ar magnetic recording |ayer and obtaining a high perpendicul ar
orientation to enable information to be recorded or reproduced at a high

density, a method of manuf acABYHAECROSERE DRI O UHbgnet i ¢

recordi ng/ reproduci ng apparatus. A perpendicul ar magnetic recordi ng nedi um
i ncl udes a non- ndbnptesent Seaticrapeyidend napndtieastordingehddivmgagibiccofl ayer, an
underl ayer, an internediate |ayer, and a perpendi cul ar magnetic recording

| ayer that alachoinedaRict BeparOs PAOASHLRIAMP HipA: foboidilapiday . The

underlayer is a (111) crystal orientation |ayer having an fee structure, and
the internediate | incl wd a. 0)..cr al .orientation layer having a

bec st ruct cP e SXEh asiteblERs Mok SR e hietRA G ke EF o r et or o

in this order. The (110). crystal orientation |ayer having the bcc structure

i ncl udes® 60TCPERGUERE 3t Bhighgpistiysa method of manufacturing the same, and a magnetic

recording/reproducing apparatus. A perpendicular magnetic recording medium includes
a non-magnetic substrate; and at least a soft magnetic layer, an underlayer, an
intermediate layer, and a perpendicular magnetic recording layer that are formed on the
non-magnetic substrate in this order. The underlayer is a (111) crystal orientation layer

10 having an fce structure, and the intermediate layer includes a (110) crystal orientation
layer having a bee structure and a (002) crystal orientation layer having an hep structure
in this order. The (110) crystal orientation layer having the bec structure includes 60

at% or more of Cr.
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