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A ABSTRACT A nethod of producing a nmethacrylic acid
ester which conprises the step of carrying out an
est er-exchange reacti on between nethyl nethacryl ate
and an al cohol or a phenol while renoving by-product
met hanol as an azeotropic mxture wth nethyl

nmet hacryl ate fromthe reaction system under refl ux
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the reaction is carried out whi cont

distiflation coluirm, so that the tenperatures in the
distillation colum may be maintai ned wthin the above

r angwherainl the tremovahokthei azeotropid wibalositheianiol 8nd methyl
phenol is within the range of 0 to 95% Thereby, a

methaciylaje fronethedreastion systep isdstarted sifteh adegpadature of the
ugégr%é:sttls\t/alagtey in the distillation column has reached from 63 to 68°C, a
temperature of the middle stage in the distillation column has reached from
68 to 90°C, and a temperature of the lowest stage in the distillation column
has reached from 90 to 100°C in terms of the temperatures at normal
pressure; and

the reaction is carried out while controlling the reflux ratio so that the
temperatures in the distillation column may be maintained within the above
range, while the conversion of the alcohol or the phenol is within the range of

0 to 95%. Thereby, a methacrylic acid ester is produced with a good
productivity.
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