ABSTRACT Activated regul ar-shaped clay particles form ng nacropores

t herein, preserving fine structure of the dioctahedral snectite clay

s nerals, dand having particle dianeters controlled to lie within a range
in which they exhibit excellent filtering property. The invention further
provi des net hod of producing activated regul ar- shaped clay particles
conprising the steps of adjusting the particle size of the dioctahedral
snectite clay mnerals to possess a vol une-based nedi an di anmeter
(Dlerr][err]) of from1l to 10 [err]m as;found by a laser diffraction

met hod, m xing an aci d-sol ubl e or aci d-deconposing i norganic conpound to

the milled péﬁgigégihereof, granul ating the mxture into regular particles
havi ng a vol = d nedian dianmeter (Derr][err]) of from10 to 60
[err]mas found by a |aser diffraction nethod, and treating the

regul ar-shaped paetichesd Wéd Bdr -atidbathidiQyTRiaRtatnbBgrbhRingrticl e
shapes. macropores therein, preserving fine structure of the
5 dioctahedral smectite clay minerals, and having particle
diameters controlled to lie within a range in which they
exhibit excellent filtering property. The invention
further provides method of producing activated regular-
shaped clay particles comprising the steps of adjusting
10 the particle size of the dioctahedral smectite clay
. minerals to possess a volume-based median diameter (Dsg)
of from 1 to 10 um as found by a laser diffraction method,
mixing an acid-soluble or acid-decomposing inorganic
compound to the milled product thereof, granulating the
15 mixture into reqgular particles having a volume-based
median diameter (Dsg) of from 10 to 60 pum as found by a
laser diffraction method, and treating the regular-shaped

particles with an acid while maintaining the particle
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