1 CONTAINER HAVING MULTIPLE CONNECTED PACKS The present invention relates to a
container comprising two or more connected packs.  Smoking articles and other consumer goods
are commonly packaged and sold in hinge-lid containers that comprise a box part and a lid, which is
hinged to the back wal S HBSERH: IRGABVINGE bEKDINERSERG AKISS n containers
comprising two or more hinge-lid packs that are connected together in some way. For example,
FR-A-2 614 7201q1isclgse a so-callepl "booklet pack" for smokitr&% articles conggrigina%gvo or more

. € present mvention rélgtes 10 d CONtalner comprisin O MOTE CO te .
cuboid packs conne%tedntoget er and pivotable refative to one another like the covers of a book. It

would be desiraBeclensrevieles asoritanrepasabersiAtainecsrnoieregimedfad packsiiaeprbvides novel

ways for theseBsUMeLIaAERESSIhgsMakingakiclasionathesansiines aoetgwithintheicontainer. It

would alsp Elgﬁdesirabl to provl(i;de a container comprisin two or more connnect?% r%an:i{ksﬂ'ghtat can be
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two or more comrettbdageitks, ithecoenteiner ComprisiFlg: ERirst2patk fiindscbkone er-mbeé laminar

blanks ang,£ampLRigeg. 9&5@5&&%@4&%{5@@9@%@ heBRCRM Rascdhinggslid Ragk formed of
n

one or more laminar blanks and comprising a box part and a lid connected to the box part along a
hinge lineP&ERIgiFTY A 638 %%Eﬁeﬁ\/&ff‘élfetﬁ%"% AP Pack, wherein the laminar blanks for forming the
first pack are sepavaiifvemeiieblamiparhianksniaintormingithe secondyackmiacdatheceinthe front wall

of the Iid 5,affie fo.Ihe, ot oL & istavall AL e (it packsyelh bat when e, sgqondpeck is in a
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closed position, the front wall thereof lies against rst wall of the first pack. Also disclosed is a

container’édiibtisiagptNeror hbraldotitebicgsiabisothe don tiitatEsnpHsmigefrst pale®rmed of

one or mergdamingikiankscanshavingaufustvallingiseegnd, hinge-lid pack formed of one or more
laminar blanks ajgd com Eisin a b02[< Blart and a.I'ddconnttacted to the boxvlgart alongca hin%g line
extending across @ backe wall of the second Blé)éjk,?/vﬁecf)enlr?i SEIZRTREPHIANE %?Fﬁinoél TReirst pack are
separate peashs.thkclamindareblanksrfongirg the secoridrpadkadnehwiereiora ivalhef thenkd ikndffixed to the
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specification to describe the relative positions of the cor}rilfoonents of a hinge-lid pack when the pack is
in an uprigF pBEHBA P RYHYKL faTpEER S Y BICRIY Held fif SATpTEhtpasitohBY e diisfer during
opening dfdhexpadiosadioad tHedrticlésfimhthedpadpaiawbercanioveditrdugikier hpsigetaf the open
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irrespective of the orientation of the hinge-lid pack being described.
wall of the lid is affixed to the bottom of a first wall of the first pack such that when the second
pack is in a closed position, the front wall thereof lies against the first wall of the first pack.

Also disclosed is a container comprising two or more connected packs, the container
comprising a first pack formed of one or more laminar blanks and having a first wall; a second,
hinge-lid pack formed of one or more laminar blanks and comprising a box part and a lid
connected to the box part along a hinge line extending across a back wall of the second pack,
wherein the laminar blanks forming the first pack are separate from the laminar blanks forming
the second pack and wherein a wall of the lid is affixed to the first wall of the first pack.

The terms “front”, “back™, “top™ and “bottom™ are used in the present specification to
describe the relative positions of the components of a hinge-lid pack when the pack is in an
upright position. A hinge-lid pack is typically held in an upright position by the consumer during
opening of the pack so that the articles in the pack may be removed through the top side of the

open pack. When describing containers according to the present invention, these terms are used

irrespective of the orientation of the hinge-lid pack being described.



la Throughout the specification, the terms are used as follows for a hinge-lid pack. The top wall is
the wall of the lid that covers the opening of the bpx part of the container. The bottom wall is the wall
opposite the top wall. The top wall and the bottom wall are connected by a number of upright walls.
Typically, the lid BFicreiauhdie seatiRstioth BsInowing bisdgrtoliens ferapiresid a3k i5d0P and at least
two side wallsis Hewevess halidatk \witha thiaoguliag Gross-bectien tnenireohiwalis TRiSsH@mT he hinge is
located on éﬁelsb%ck Wﬁl”. Wh

re.present,.the front wall.is the wall osite the back wall. The side
e are B B e B S AR B B il are
major waksntbratas uptial ealls. tHeisrgdasthedifoand thebosfitre paekh¢riScilied st wbhing packs
the hinge fg-locaied 8RR waminer wallssuehsthatiir sidawalls are the waics walls.ef theseack. In

packs with a quadratic cross-section tgl_d%f ont wall, back wall and side walls are all major walls.

The first pEHRCARY HRSEROAT B MRS i #i%fé&%r&ﬂ%&%&%“&%s@meﬁ%%ﬁ%h Y B¥med from
separate lafinarislanks, gpdhiat duribglpredictidheofithevcdhtaimetsthenfiistr@ndpsetonditacks may be
formed and fillegl inseRArale ARgsindapeRdent IPRRSR.SISPS 1RSSERarAEQrneRpagks are

subsequeritly connected to each other by affixing, or attaching a wall of the lid of the Second pack to
the first wi PE8E RFSEsAgke Of ks irkt SnErLELBAA SRS B SrESTHERS HoeBHhEM one
embodiment of the present invention are connected directly to each other without intermediate
connecting panels. Containers according to the present invention can therefore be produced in a
simple way using the same blanks as known packs and using apparatus used to manufacture known
packs. Preferably, the first wall of the first pack is the front wall or a side wall. Preferably, the wall
of the lid of the second pack affixed to the first wall of the first pack is the front wall of the lid or a side
wall of the lid. Advantageously, containers according to the present invention provide a greater
external surface area upon which manufacturer or brand logos, trade marks, slogans and other
consumer information can be displayed. In preferred embodiments of the invention, a portion of the
exterior surface of the first and second packs will only be exposed when the second pack is opened.
This portion may therefore be used to display additional information or graphics. The first pack
may be a slide and shell pack comprising an outer shell and an inner slide within the outer shell, or a
side opening pack. Also, the second pack may be a sliding lid pack as disclosed in Registered EU
Community Design No. 000557590.



Alternatively, and preferably, the first pack is a hinge-lid pack comprising a box part and a lid hinged to
the box part. The first hinge-lid pack and the second hinge-lid pack may be connected together such
that first hinge-lid pack may be opened independ@ntly from the second hinge-lid pack. Alternatively,
the first hingerlidafasichtidittie seitonalkimgebidpaskwaizydfeheqrnectedrtoge thigr syohithad the second

hinge-lid pagkiscabiaastBartially erwbefamesine st hingeslidpagrcan be opened.  Preferably,
where the first p@gk fLS % hir}(ge-gthack tge fr%nt wall of the lid o(g. the second g}gc}k IS 9ffixed to the front
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hinge-lid FABESsTEMxERB hETEIE PElo fhEar SHENN BRHEBEK Breorshrdientied pack, so
that whens¢bendeedndnppok fsrincd aidfédt positipnatherti omtopalti oft thedirstspack liessagaindy the front
wall of the sgeeReLRAgK tivelyodhe fron wall ahdhsyishefihe seraagnRack Mmay fhie Altached to

the Iowe_roefrgg 0 th}%eﬁgaiktgvt%g gltsah‘g Igg} nglg.z?ﬁ%ln an open position of one embodiment of the

resent invention, the o ening’in A& DX par o "second hinge-lid pack is at the top of the pack.
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Similarly, in an ogenfiFbEdRcEPRIGIIERINY FPIBIBE@pRdsTthe MrstImhedienpatihsHswrthe top of
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the present inve%Fre erably flégsher comprise retention means to provide resistance to movement
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_positive force mistfgabdpphiedns widve the Setod pdbk feitivaltorthsifiest Packrefhiebhstdstion means
may comprigeahy Baisakle doewdprongrelid fasteteiswaeehanital iastenears, fedihesivefasteners or
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pressure-actuated hook and logp type fasteners, sn%jj)efasteners or other mating plug and socket type
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comprisindpaaid thdt dhysespverch atfothetsacomd tingelitepack: anmefttredberbpdimettshef fitst hinge-lid
pack. Thedidmbihe fixstibingedlid aasktharelare pots asiaretartian saeansiholding tﬂ%éﬁf@i arrl]d i
second hipge-li t her wi e pack | lgsed, position. The.lid irst hinge-li
pack mus',\?glf)eg1 cl)&r!)(_;iIeor%éécl(i§ ébde o,rg}leE tﬁeO i%itpggjthf%g og[clﬂlgﬁirl%1 Ilﬁcli%s%gc% g%n%éé? 3%5#%3 .YC%Er%gggegly, the first
hinge-lid ALY Be<Glaifed simply by opening the lid thereof At least one of the packs of the
containers accofdingired mok maydodisaht wiltbielh resk ntinventiomiser Holising a buediidsf smoking

articles. Thensnekingadtistles: naudshdonexamnplessigareltasd sahas li-eng Giganatiasak cigarettes

for use wi&h Iec&ric%I snlokiéwg tems, .cigars or.cigaril eferably, the first pack and the second
pack are elgcé%ﬁs or housing a sgﬁ)ﬁg fﬂ%%%gﬁ%@ﬁ? ?ABI)(tgérnatively, one of the first pack or the

second pack is FORFBIIE s&ﬁé RETAPE itbmErsiR S i eFritkig B RS ISIBE BRAMIAE Biharette

butts, filter tdrhipgek rishenbtehest. lighe fssicosmretid parkaminforration teaftelid phdokdet. be
connected together such that first hinge-lid pack may be opened independently from the second
hinge-lid pack. Alternatively, the first hinge-lid pack and the second hinge-lid pack may be
connected together such that the second hinge-lid pack is at least partially open before the first
hinge-lid pack can be opened.

Preferably, where the first pack is a hinge-lid pack, the front wall of the lid of the second
pack is affixed to the front wall of the box part of the first pack. Particularly preferably, the front
wall of the lid of the second hinge-lid pack is affixed to the lower end of the front wall of the box
part of the first hinge-lid pack, so that when the second pack is in a closed position the front wall
of the first pack lies against the front wall of the second pack. Alternatively, the front wall of the
1id of the second pack may be attached to the lower end of the back wall of the first pack.

In an open position of one embodiment of the present invention, the opening in the box
part of the second hinge-lid pack is at the top of the pack. Similarly, in an open position, the
opening in the box part of the first hinge-lid pack



Through an appropriate choice of the dimensions thereof, the first pack and the second pack of
containers according to the present invention may be designed to house separate bundles of different
numbers of cigarettes. Alternatively, or in addition,3 the first pack and the second pack may be
designeditaehiesepsephcatebuhtiesliohcigarettesofrdiffepenb dilmbéasicnsifior ek amipkeydaigarettes of
different length endifiersatcicRiRiense) wihe dinst pack anddhe-saconsnack may fanexample, be

designed to house separate bgndles of different numbers _of short (for example between about 30 nun
and about 75 mirP ISR FEgIEG LR oY SREMpTB ABGTH PR IBRG ) KA 828 {or example
about 84 tmmrimiferrgtisfasupler Rivgreize oslihe, ssepet-giikh wlaNidecigarbepack iPhroudbreah
approprigigsaiies Hf dpen Yrensiabmahibe fistipackandifiesegand packibeleaicantainers
Z(r:t(i:é)lgnggﬁ% égg rtﬁ:)?ﬁee% S|tnvaecr}{t_|orJﬂgre]al)étal§o be designed to hald dlﬁerentbt%t%g%nm%ers of smoking

10 cans Inay COMmprise.any suita TiC
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second pEelersrsha\sshagicrl &stsitiabels sk ot Setvehtp W Poudoses 7 4PCTERZO08f010793 - 4 -
regular sizecgigareitass The numbee ahspkingakielemhopsedindhefistoackayge ihe same as,
or differepfo. the pumbst ok smaking arielRonpetin g.sesandpack.  Through an appropriate

choice of the dimensions thereof, containers according to ee present invention or each of the first and
second packs tHBré8f iy HEU EEIBERTE Hfids dRaFBtortkx dhiplaatens fittdipecsiite®tk seventeen,
eighteen cningtemn, 4viiéntyf lentysonebothtwentyedivg isngokidgradtt eles thkhesepaaybéafianged in

different ¢allalions.dePanding AR eI AiakAumpek Al SoRaKIng ailicler RO Xampledng smoking
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ine o el hA SO B 79 R TN S5 PG 5 45 o B, 18 L0 8 e 6 7
7-7-7, 8-9i8 fongab o wkfows! tiverprnsik beloreTthe lehgiithavidibndithdepthrefkhesfitst preokdand the
second pagkwfLoniaingrs RecIdingddonthe Rresent inventionmambensurithatrwhen the second pack

is in a closed position, the resultant overall dimensions of the containers are, for example, substantially
the saime a5 thoss kA% RIRGRI S ot e ey Mhis SrRcRine o e Hnt i ore
accordingfertieprebe AeivertiBmdeasf saokinmyeoaslyldempridecatidepmek hdoaseewid pack for
housing sepaeate, RusdiesiohamokingRrticlesatdifforent typeslAumddaenakiaby sotteiite renir-types of

cigarettes, E?«Erﬁﬁ%‘.‘%‘?%%‘? N ﬁﬁ%a‘?&%’%‘fiﬁe Qég&&fﬁéo%%%%%h‘%9»%%%%:2&’ 119, HAIGYE gharacteristic

tastes an arﬁmas, sSuchn as buriey, riental and Vlrgl | acco, are use alo e or in varying
amounts i} FOBARES- bieiIe Pt efiParis sreipirdesRadirry Hifére R erng sefefislicastes. In

addition, bedts filtestedarciganstkés anrtd i dve tte suldwi ripmatey tdiffe réhtt e afdilte rmiipshase
manufactyred as.wellas cloareltss.of differnreJengindfor example, regular size, king size or

super-king size), circumference (for example, slim. or super-slim) str?{lgth of taste, resistance to draw

and total particul4tS AR ARRTVERS i ermBre g St D ES Rt YT AI6K ARYDEGERCEE menthol

are also aealatbleontainers according to the present invention may be designed to house separate bundles
of different numbers of cigarettes. Alternatively, or in addition, the first pack and the second
pack may be designed to house separate bundles of cigarettes of different dimensions (for
example, cigarettes of different length or different circumference). The first pack and the second »
pack may, for example, be designed to house separate bundles of different numbers of short (for
example between about 30 mm and about 75 mm in length), regular size (for example about 80
mm in length), king size (for example about 84 mm in length), super king size, slim, super-slim
or wide cigarettes. |
Through an appropriate choice of the dimensions of the first pack and the second pack
thereof, containers according to the present invention may also be designed to kold different total
numbers of smoking arficles. For example, containers according to the present invention may

comprise a first pack and a second pack for housing, in combination, a total of twenty



Containers according to the present invention may comprise a first pack and a second pack for
housing separate bundles of cigarettes of a different tobacco blend or flavour. Alternatively, or in
addition, containers according to the present invention may comprise a fir, g cond pack
for housing s‘gga%pa?t"éoﬁ(ﬁﬂﬁles of cigarettes of a different size (different Ieng{ﬁ&c% 0eﬂrge]{g]ltgz/:?;r?cumference,
or both). Preferably, the first pack and the secopd pack of containers according to the present
invention are substantially parallelepidal. More preferably, the first pack and the second pack of
containefg aLOLHING;IA he DreprihinyBBlien Greited sianda!biotsbeis the MEeiaiabiralheditsé pack
and the setond pack 0f containers acco?}#ngﬂg%_the resent |n\%%1t| neasreecgig gugcs:gantlally the same
shape. THEGiAtAEHRE 8RR firPYRRR A FTREE RS LAY L E IS SR FOTELRAT ing to the present
invention may Darthgsamaairdiffeterthdvefef dbey dimerfiionp dbkresfd apetajpetnacpardinef iotitainers

according,ta he; RreseRt dTUsRIRR AEErRk YNPLBIMISRRY ARFHIFRA0A8A03EHaBIS fisteatotal
dimensions. More preferably, the flrstB%ack and the seco,ngtgack are, of SuR‘fStﬁptﬁ%th same length
a [

(or heighfth R FAPPBUISF dTHEFENSEISSRR:, BTYENLeHTe B9NReS:, 8 srrtr?gjagp walls, bu Rgr'gr?te size minor
walls. Prefendpfvetisetatusarficies. fifEigsectoan Bieiasrepawshin siffaranteclistionndapraioaehdhahe
packs arg,clpseRe R TR HinkdhersRBRRpE R BMoking TARES @ ke artdhgeseroRtk pack of

containers according to the present invention may have one or more. right-analed longitudi dges,
one or m&¥s Pl SAYR TIg s@@%@retaae@oohoéﬁl (%/rg}mglfaé rounded lon !#u’c]iﬁ%?’é g%s?vg érlléé{bcr}raérfore
rounded En8vie58;8biges v bs-mbr & Befudibcfidnbilu8m . s dhé. dr frior& HEvENEd Wehsverse
edges, opaRYSHilgBlaigombination thereof. Preferably, the longitudinal edges of the abutting walls of
the two packs right-angled, such that the container h h.si re t s of the two
packs abut. afg%geﬁ%&’p%é banacT ?hge é%ocr)lfd%gc 'rsgf gﬁ%ﬁgﬁc%rggﬁw%ﬁeﬁrg@gﬁﬁ ién}\glention
are preferatiydivanriediopresnrt inverienfalasPRFHARMRANKEeMER $REFBFRBRF S AR Rtbre
folded lagigabsafibesyslipieaierall dinbespacosidipackntipeescse fondhangiostitatirtiaiathef the first
pack in order to form the container, f ' I iyg:-cantact adhesive or
double-sided a%%'gﬁ\?eotakﬁgy&ﬁyﬁésﬁé |8t wi %%%%%’%géyeeﬁ%g@ﬁ%@éiéﬁf&%&)the[ known connecting
means may be EATHIASE 36RFAIDGS HPST BsE S ARG SRR G B TRIEREY AARBTHR AT EPEGEN as, for
example sheck=aaanopady g fasisng epaagnbticdiastenereiongraticgsphl gidierg rddekest tyhavidsteners.

variety of different types of cigareties are produced and sold. For example, different types of
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tobacco having unique characteristic tastes and aromas, such as Burley, Oriental and Virginia
tobacco, are used alone or in varying amounts in tobacco blends to produce brands of
cigarettes having different characteristic tastes. In addition, both filterless cigarettes and
cigarettes having many different types of filter tips are manufaciured as well as cigarettes of
differing length (for example, regular size, king size or super-king size), circumference (for
example, slim or super-siim), strength of taste, resistance to draw and total particulate matter
defivery. Furthermore, cigarettes containing flavourings such as menthol are also available.

Containers according to the present invention may comprise a first pack and a second
pack for housing separate bundles of cigareties of a different tobacco blend or flavour.
Alternatively, or in addition, coh;tainers according to the present invention may comprise a first
pack and a second pack for housing separate bundles of cigarettes of a different size (different
length, different circumference, or both).

Preferably, the first pack and the second pack of containers according to the present
invention are substantially parallelepidal. More preferably, the first pack and the second pack of
containers according to the present invention are substantially cuboid.

Preferably, the first pack and the second pack of containers according to the present
invention are of substantially the same shape. The dimensions of the first pack and the second
pack of containers according to the present invention may be the same of different. Freferably,

the first pack and the second pack of containers according to the present invention are of



The exterior surfaces of the first pack and the second pack of containers according to the present'
invention may be printed, embossed, debossed, or otherwise embellished (for example using labels or
stickers) with manufacturer or brand logos, trade marks, slogans and oth 5q§9rmation and
indicia. It wil"bg %?B%’?ggé‘fed that the same or different manufacturer or bﬁé{%cf??%‘%ﬂgﬁ{lra e marks,
slogans and other consumer information and indicia may be applied to the exterior surfaces of the first
pack and the second pack. At least one of the walls of the first pack, or the second pack, or both,

may be ast partially provj | ' fricti ' i {
SEE o H§a%ﬁ’§%&%%%“§£ﬁ%%%%ﬁ’%?#&‘;%?é?i?gr%ﬁg;ﬁ%%@é%% s of the

consumer's grip on the packs ) ( g
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€ Ssecondad pack ma

first pack an y be printed such that when the packs are both.clos%j the container

has the appearahedst Basthane fscheceiid pagh &l FomansiRAeling 2 D e MIFaFI P Ya 3 MPthe
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smoking%r}%ccfes are housed in the first pack and the second pack, since each of the ack%mgy be

printed whigveHask engtadinat ofieRRe oo thalorer PRIRLPRD HRVBYERE T 9REKiNG AMrcI8Y S Used
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also be pgietﬁgnt FQRATRIE he i nttETaeRs0l s didplthmsecprtbagek snaehadpairs with a

continuation of the image that is printed on the first wall of the first pack, so that the image is continued
or compl&® when the second pack is in its open position and the interior surfaces of the lid of the
second pack argrexfrespdck arfitbeceavendarackagf isentrinesel acehrificicia ReiRtieant HYEHPEAIBN in

which to gpen 1ie RS IS XRBIBIGM YL IEI0B MIRSS IREIRYS e sRbsIatey rigtone &ansedners
according to the p[esentéi%}ve%i:g%é%ay comprise more than two packs, for example, three, four, five or

six packs FRFPIHREGRERSE s may be connected to one or more other packs in the same or a
different manneFhe sesond widktisthesfarabpariharrstntie forvphek i fEshpradd oy B le, a
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second p‘a%lt<é th box part of the second pack and the third pack are together rotated about the hinge

line in the back wall of the second pack, away from the first pack, (in the same way as descriped
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items to the first pack and the second pack

other consumer information and indicia. It will be appreciated that the same or different
manufacturer or brand logos, trade marks, slogans and other consumer information and indicia
may be applied to the exterior surfaces of the first pack and the second pack. '

" At least one of the walls of the first pack, or the second pack, or both, may be at least
partially provided with a higher friction exterior surface in order to improve the consumer's grip
on the packs during opening and closing thereof. Preferably, the two side walls of the first pack
are at least partially provided with such a high friction surface. Afternatively, or in addition, the
first pack, or the second pack, or both, may include a mirrored surface on at least one surface
thereof that only becomes exposed when the second pack is open.

The exterior surfaces of the first pack and the second pack may be printed such that
when the packs are both closed, the container has the appearance of a single pack.
Alternatively, the exterior surfaces of the first pack and the second pack may be printed so that
they contrast with each other and it is easy for the consumer to distinguish the packs from each



Containers according to the present invention may be shrink wrapped, or otherwise over wrapped with
a transparent polymeric film of, for example, polyethylene or polypropylene, in a known manner.
Where containers according to the present inventfon are over wrapped, the over wrapper may include
a tear tapeh&refarablyy theldsiasdape-exigndsfitidyarticahairectiarkaoadisherpaskcaarthat the entire
over wransjs 16neyed Woen e cansumer Rl on e ieat (aRe.. »Al%a dfGiasasa mgthod for
producing containers. The method comprises: forming the first pacl? rom one or more faminar blanks;

forming tHfESBRSHEPEERIPB AT B &t thrdvend phnaPbRikEcky bR adhasid ¥ wall of the lid of the
second pack; arithaffixirigr thefyvadl dftbhéidid iohtherseacndpaeckicowhiehkthe adhesieahadbeen

applied tq,Ihe.frstyyall of e fstRack-« WL 0P HOFAAARCLEEL IR/ (R rirfied winPLeferably,

the application of the adhesive and the affixing of the secand pack to the first pack are carried out in

line. AdvaREAGEBE, tHiS Sr6R, By JHTNE ARodfiEat ord! 6! Rfstifg RdtRsaS Aribrappasatus for
making keownywdcksaretglirbeh ithosdentopivbosporatethe mdditonad ste pgaeouiredorasroducing

containerg,agaendinaioothe, e sentinuention. The invention will be described, by way of example

only, with refere ce to Ehe accompanying dr Wirg1 sin Wh('iChI Figure 1,showsha side view of a
. (El!}e ontaier gy be ted, Wi i ?c%ﬁ to 1ndicate the direction in W]t]lllc i Qpsi tlﬁe -
container according 10 a preferred embodiment of the present invention, with the first' pack and the

second paerhdeh sreaeloseth pasitonomEfarows, Piguidagtily étrates a method for opening the second
pack of the contaiiesishieoweddmigusatk. present invention may comprise more than two packs, for

example, three, four, five or six packs. Third and subsequent packs may be connected to one or
more other packs in the same or a different manner to that in which the first pack and the second
pack are connected. For example, a third hinge-lid pack may be incorporated into the container
described above, in which the front wall of the lid of the second hinge-}id pack is affixed fo the
front wall of the box part of the first pack, by attaching the front wall of the lid of the third pack
to the front wall of the box part of the second pack. In the closed position, the third pack lies
between the first pack and the second pack with the lid of the second pack closed over both the
third pack and the box part of the second pack. In order to open the second pack, the box part of
the second pack and the third pack are together rotated about the hinge line in the back wall of the
second pack, away from the first pack, (in the same way as described above to open the second
pack in a container according 1o the present invention having only two packs). The third pack can
then be opened by rotating it about the hinge line in the back wall thereof, away from the second
pack. The third pack may house the same or different smoking articles or other items to the first
pack and the second pack.

Containers according to the present invention may be shrink wrapped, or otherwise over
wrapped with a transparent polymeric film of, for example, polyethylene or polypropylene, in a
known manner. Where containers according to the present invention are over wrapped, the over
wrapper may include a tear tape. Preferably, the tear tape extends in a vertical direction around
the pack, so that the entire over wrap is removed when the consumer puils on the tear tape.

Also disclosed is a method for producing containers. The method comprises: forming the
first pack from one or more laminar blanks; forming the second pack from one or more laminar
blanks; applying adhesive to'a wall of the lid of the second pack; and affixing the wall of the iid
of the second pack to which the adhesive has been applied to the first wall of the first pack.



Thg cor_ltaine_r 2 shown in Figures 1 and 2 is substantially rectangular cuboidal in shape and comprises
a first hinge-lid pack 4 connected to a second hinge-lid pack 6. The first hinge-lid pack 4 contains a
wrapped bundle of two rows of filter cigarettes and has a construction simyj own hinge-lid
ci_garetf[e pa&g,%?ﬁ’géngéx part 8 and a lid 10 hinged to the back wall ofﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁgg&?gé?he second
hinge-lid pack_6 _contains a wrapped bundle 12 of gne row of filter cigarettes and also has a
construction similar to that of known h_inge-lid cigarette packs, with a’box part 14 and a lid 16 hinged to
Itrf]lz rl])ack Waél ?J&}E{E%,Rﬁétéﬁbgslrﬁ%ﬁlg?ttegﬁhhﬁ’eaw ih@ %th dipsitfambaiipsectartpeiiscuboidal

i ape and have the same hei nd width as e ther; however, t A e d pack 6
is approRAFaER PRt e H'e%% og%vef"] \%3 eﬁé’(ij 4%%{ r‘fm%%r?f (?5? .a{‘ihs‘_’ %n@?éﬁ%%?%ié%%@%%&

The frontethlids’ tva lispprefuhdascvehinp XorR@niatfksearsyetideads Bf AR KIvRRY 28 the bottom
end Ofdt%éﬁ?agmd%ﬁ ﬁg&;h@& @aﬁr&?@tﬁm@c@vﬁbmw&wm@mpre@pnmueaftme lid 16 of the
second pack 6_and the bottom. of the box part 8 of the fir c r b i -planar and
form the bottormﬁz_alpﬁ?'fﬂgncgﬂ&%’w%rdfs § 8 ‘ovs}!l i\rn{a]'—yig%feeﬁhv‘\?herﬁﬁg f(i%@tharcéc%la{er;| 4{3 iér%qt ems@econd
pack 6 a;e%ﬂ@%@@mwpasmm?meir front faces lie against one another with their front walls
sutc)jstantlally C@@@%@sﬁ&l@@ ihe il frcenhthndirstaadnis eniimbiandcerbbyittanisectired pack
and vice versa. jgure 2 illusfrates gne passibl [ d_pack in order to
access tﬁ?ﬁ?&&@ﬁé‘g oﬁ‘gé‘ol lf g?é%ﬁ%éﬁ%ﬁp%%%ﬂ%%%%c? ﬁtﬁggﬁ %gﬁswg%%%ﬁgn av%%ile the box part
14 of the secorgpesk % il sHRieSRaNENI IFOFPF tRRERFRE ﬁ%%l@ﬁc%%lﬁ’@ﬂ'fe‘%iﬂﬁecﬁﬁ?’ﬁth@B‘ﬁEH’\’Nall of
the sgcopg@@qk 6, in the_ direction shown by the arrow in Figure 2. The lid 16 of the second pack 6
remains attache1g the fist pack s WSIRIOT a3 b0k ALdhRaasPacboRSKiR Shapiated

away from the first pac he opening in"the box part 14 of the second pack 6 is_exposed, WO
2009/0862% SPTTEF D EiNiogeid rack 4 connss f%@c%‘?ﬁ?‘b%@!@%%‘f@%&%ﬁa? i%%gf%&m%ﬁy
opened, {Be:ficrt Packtdican heapetashbyipivoting thesliof e’ tyartstspank Heabpgotstudinge line in

the baCks\{vn%"':lP [quagréft %%n"hinge-iid cigarette packs, with a box part 8 and a lid 10 hinged to the
back wall of the box part 8. The second hinge-lid pack 6 contains a wrapped bundle 12 of one
row of filter cigarettes and also has a construction similar to that of known hinge-lid cigarette
packs, with a box part 14 and a lid 16 hinged to the back wall of the box part 14. The first pack
4 and the second pack 6 are both rectangular cuboidal in shape and have the same height and
width as each other: however, the depth of the second pack 6 is approximately half of the depth

of the first pack 4, since it contains one less row of cigarettes.

The front wall of the lid 16 of the second pack 6 is affixed, by means of an adhesive 18,
to the bottom end of the front wall of the box part 8 of the first pack 4, such that the top wall of
the lid 16 of the second pack 6 and the bottom wall of the box part 8 of the first pack 4 are
substantially co-planar and form the bottom wall of the container 2. As shown in Figure 1, when
the first pack 4 and the second pack 8 are both in a closed position, their front faces lie against
one another with their front walis substantially coinciding, so that the front face of the first pack
is entirely covered by the second pack and vice versa.

Figure 2 illustrates one possible method of opening the second pack in order to access
the cigarettes housed therein. The first pack 4 is held in an upright position while the box part
14 of the second pack 6 is rotated away from the first pack 4 about the hinge iine in the back
wall of the second pack 6, in the direction shown by the arrow in Figure 2. The lid 16 of the
second pack 6 remains attached to the first pack and therefore as the box part 14 of the second
pack 6 is rotated away from the first pack 4 the opening in the box part 14 of the second pack 6

is exposed.



To form a container 2 as described above, the first hinge-lid pack 4 and the second hinge-lid pack 6
are each formed from a laminar cardboard blank, in a known manner, and filled with a wrapped bundle

of cigarettes, Adhesive 18 is applied to the front wall of the lid 16 of the sgequdRagkH-a5d the front
wall of the Iiav?blof’t e second pack 6 with the adhesive 18 applied thereto is affixed to the bottom end

of the front wall of the first pack 4, so that the first 4 and second 6 packs are lined up with each other
to provide a rectangular cuboidal container 2. The container 2 comprising the connected first 4 and

second 6 packgisdhan QuesWMaRRRS IR lsRwnimeagiarithyadpensgateatifithp@u sheave CLAIMS
A container comprising two or. more connected packs, the, contaj ising: a.fi rmed of
one or nBRESRINBIVS ﬁﬂﬁ%eah% ﬁé)ﬂf&é}ﬁﬁ £ %%x%%%?%r? earr]}l %ﬁé%ﬂ%ﬁé%? %’;@E IEHaeqti'gli.'gecond,
hinge-licbpeick.formed of one or more laminar blanks and comprising a box part and a lid connected to

the box part aleRg@HRiRdeing-R} tensing:a6ipss athaskmalfiet thiagelwndgatkand the second
hinge-lid pack & are each formed from a laminar cardboard blank, in a known manner, and filled
with a wrapped bundle of cigarettes. Adhesive 18 is applied to the front wall of the lid 16 of the
second pack 6 and the front wall of the lid 16 of the second pack 6 with the adhesive 18 applied
thereto is affixed to the bottom end of the front wall of the first pack 4, so that the first 4 and
second 6 packs are fined up with each other to provide a rectangular cuboidal container 2. The
container 2 comprising the connected first 4 and second & packs is then over wrapped in a

known manner with a transparent film {not shown).



wherein the laminar blanks for forming the first pgck are separate from the laminar blanks for forming
the second pack and wherein the front wall of the lid is affixed to the bottom of a first wall of the first
pack such that when the second pack is in a closed position, the front wall thereof lies against the first

wall OféhL?!;IW% pack. 2. A container according to claim 1 wherein the front wall of the lid of the second
pack is affixed to the front wall of the box part of the first pack. 3. A container according to claim 2

wherein the first pack comprises a lid that closes over the second pack when the second pack is in a
closed position.cénfientaimerisiogdriting toanypteesEm gV RAERMNRREPPAER and the second

pack are of different dimensions: 5. A soptaneRRER Il KiRAB Y RTEesiigg taimddrneraismprising a
third hinge-lidap?érgg%%?g]]&?ﬁrggg bc?x part and a lid connected to the box part along a hinge line
extendhiggzchtsha bax Rl of the third pack, wherein a wall of the lid of the third pack is affixed to

the front wall gf the,SRCARREAEMack formed of one or more laminar blanks and comprising a box
part and a lid connected to the box part along a hinge line extending across a back wall of

the second pack,
wherein the taminar bianks for forming the first pack are separate from the faminar
blanks for forming the second pack and wherein the front wall of the lid is affixed to the
hottom of a first wall of the first pack such that when the second pack is in a closed position,

the front wall thereof lies against the first wali of the first pack.

2 A container according to claim 1 wherein the front wall of the lid of the second pack is

affixed to the front wall of the box part of the first pack.

3 A container according to claim 2 wherein the first pack comprises a lid that closes

over the second pack when the second pack is in a closed position.

4 A container according to any preceding claim wherein the first pack and the second

pack are of different dimensions.

5 A container according to any preceding claim further comprising a third hinge-iid pack
comprising a box part and a iid connected to the box part along a hinge line extending
across a back wall of the third pack, wherein a wall of the lid of the third pack is affixed to the

front wall of the second pack.



