
A method of pairing disk units in a computer system where mirroring is
desirable is disclosed.   Where possi- ble, disk units are paired with
other disk units located on a different bus.   This provides the highest
level of protection against inaccessible data due to data loss or failure
of a component in the computer system. Where this is not possible, the
remaining disk units are paired with disk-units located on a different I/O
processor, a differ- ent controller, or a different disk enclosure. Where
none of these pairings are possible, the remaining disk units fall below
the threshold level of protection and therefore cannot be paired within the
segment. Any disk units that could not be paired are placed on a spare
list.  Severail attempts are made to pair up disk units on the spare list.


