Met hods and Conpositions for Regul ating Bi ofil m Devel opnent Abstract The
present invention relates to nmethods for pronoting di spersal of, or
preventing formati on of mcrobial biofilns, conprising: exposing a biofilm
to an effective amount of nitric oxide34or at |east one nitric oxide
generating or releasing agent; treating a surface or nedi um susceptible to
biofilmformation with an effective anount of nitric oxide or at |east one
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rel easing agent in a surface or I um susc le to biofilmformation; or
inducing the accunul ation of one or _nore reactive oxygen or nitrogen

speci es within mcroorgani sns wi t hi rAbs&rachi of i I m or capable of formng a
biofilm The invention also relates to nmethods for maintaining or enhancing
or nalntalnlng and enhancing the functioning of a biofilm, conprisi %
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releasing agent; incorporating an effective amount of nitric oxide or at least one nitric oxide

generating or releasing agent in a surface or medium susceptible fo biofilm formation; or inducing
the accumulation of one or more reactive oxygen or nitrogen species within microorganisms withir
said biofiim or capable of forming a biofilm. The invention also relates to methods for maintaining

s or enhancing or maintaining and enhancing the functioning of a biofilm, comprising exposing a
biofilm to at least one nitric oxide scavenger, at least one antioxidant or at least one nitric oxide
scavenger and at least one antioxidant. The invention also relates to cbmpositions for promoting
dispersal of, or prevenfing formation of microbial biofims, or for maintaining or enhancing or
maintaining and enhancing the functioning of microbial biofitms.
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