
Gastric cancer is one of the leading causes of cancer-related death
worldwide. To date no specific marker is available for gastric cancer
screening. The expression profile of 37 proteins was identified to be
consistently different between the plasma of normal and gastric cancer
subjects. The expression of complement component C9 protein was validated
to be significantly higher in the plasma of gastric cancer compared to
normal subjects. This was independent of the gastritis and H. pylori status
of the patients. We also observed a statistically significant difference
(p<0.04) in the expression level of C9 between patients with intestinal and
diffuse types of cancer. Two independent blind test studies showed a high
sensitivity and specificity to detect gastric cancer. The C9 protein is a
biomarker for screening gastric cancer. 


