Al kali metal aryl oxides may be speedily dried by renoving water while the
aryloxide is nolten. Such dried al koxi des are useful as chem cal

internedi ates. Mlten alkali nmetal aryl oxides may be contacted with carbon-
di oxi de to quickly produce the dialkali netal salts of aromatic

hydr oxycar boxyl i ¢ aci ds, which upon acidification yield the corresponding
aromati ¢ hydroxycarboxylic acids. Aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acids are
useful as chemcal internediates and aggnononers for polyners. Solid neta
aryl oxi des may be reacted with carbon dioxide in a reactor in which the
contents, even_when_past he agitated so that the reaction.is nore
Fapi d than iBREFABATIGN QF.AROMATIC HYDROXYCARBOXYLIC ACIDS AND DlaL KALT

METAL SALTS THEREOF

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

Alkali metal aryloxides may be speedily dried by removing water while the
aryloxide is molten. Such dried alkoxides are useful as chemical intermediates.
Molten alkali metal aryloxides may be contacted with carbon dioxide to quickly
produce the dialkali metal salts of aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acids, which upon
acidification yield the corresponding aromatic hydroxycarboxylic acids. Aromatic
hydroxycarboxylic acids are useful as chemical intermediates and as monomers
for polymers. Solid metal aryloxides may be reacted with carbon dioxide in a
reactor in which the contents, even when pasty, may be agitated so that the
reaction is more rapid than in prior methods.
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