ABSTRACT PROCESS FOR REMOVI NG 2- BUTANOL FROM TERT- BUTANOL/ WATER M XTURES
The present invention relates to a process for separating 2-butanol from

tert-butanol/water mixtures obtained in the dissociation of. tert-butanol

(TBA) prepared fromindustrial C4- hydrocarbon mixtures into isobutene and
wat er. The dissociation of industrial TBA or TBA/ water azeotrope into

i sobutene and water |eaves, after thelPsobutene formed has been separated.
off, a TBA/water m xture enriched in 2-butanol (SBA). Wthout renoval of
2-butanol, -this mxture is not sui 8BBIRAEEr preparing comrercial TBA or
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subsequentripp /S Ez%gtrdbg R Givdtehd bAT LR le';l/eg'pﬁ%r I}i%\ll%obutene formed has been

separated off, a TBA/water mixture enriched in 2-butanol (SBA). Without removal of
2-butandl, this mixture is not snitable for preparing commercial TBA or TBA/water azeotrope,
According to the invention, the mixture is firstly brought by means of a distillation treatment to

‘& water concentration which is greater than but close to the limit concentration of the

~ distillation boundary line connecting the two aZeotmpés TBA/water and SBA/water and the
position of the composition of the mixture is then changed by changing the pressure so that the

- concentration of water is less than the. limit concentration of the distillation boundary line
connecting the two azeotropes TBA/water and SBA/water and the mixture is subsequently
worked up by distillation.
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