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(57) Abstract: The present invention provides an adeno-associated virus (AAV) vector gene therapy comprising a vascular endothelial
growth factor (VEGF)C transgene; and minimal nephrin promoter NPHS1 or podocin promoter NPHS2. The gene therapy vector canbe
used to target podocytes within the glomerulus of the kidney in order to treat or prevent kidney disease, such as diabetic kidney disease.
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