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CLAIMS A 

[Claim 1] Jr 

An information processing apparatus comprising: / 

an expectation condition information acquisition means 

for acquiring expectation condition information whic^f 

indicates a plurality of expectation conditions tcfi a 

photographic image; / 

a requisite condition information acquisition means for 

acquiring requisite condition information ynich indicates a 

requisite condition for the photographic^Lmage; 

a photographing apparatus state information acquisition 

means for acquiring photographing apparatus state information 

including information which indicates positions and 

orientations of a plurality of ̂photographing apparatuses; 

an object state information acquisition means for 

acquiring object state information including information which 

indicates positions of ^plurality of objects; and 

a photographing apparatus selection means for selecting 

one or more of the jzfaurality of photographing apparatuses 

which capture thefphotographic image on the basis of the 

expectation cotfaition information, the requisite condition 

information,^the photographing apparatus state information and 

the objectfstate information, 

whorein 

me requisite condition requires that the plurality of 

objects are not overlapped with each other, and 

g the photographing apparatus selection means has: 
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an expectation condition determination means for carrying 

out expectation condition determination processing to / 

determine whether a photographic image captured by each the 

plurality of photographing apparatuses satisfies at laast one 

of the plurality of expectation conditions or not; and 

a requisite condition determination means fojp carrying 

out requisite condition determination processing to determine 

whether or not a photographic image that has^Deen determined 

to satisfy at least one of the plurality o£ expectation 

conditions by the expectation condition^determination means 

satisfies the requisite condition. / 

[Claim 2] / 

The information processing apparatus according to Claim 1, 

wherein: / 

the plurality of expectation conditions are each given 

priority; and £ 

the expectation co/iaition determination means carries out 

the expectation condition determination processing for an 

expectation condityrcm selected in order of priority. 

[Claim 3] / 

The information processing apparatus according to Claim 2, 

wherein: £ 

upoya determination that photographic images captured by 

the plurality of photographing apparatuses satisfies one 

exp^tation condition being made, 

/ the expectation condition determination means carries out 

xhe expectation condition determination processing for the 
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photographic images captured by the plurality of photographing 

apparatuses with respect to an expectation condition given/ 

priority next to priority of the one expectation condition; 

and / 

the requisite condition determination means carries out 

the requisite condition determination processing >tor a 

photographic image that has been determined to/satisfy the 

expectation condition given the next priority^. 

[Claim 4] / 

The information processing apparati/ according to one of 

Claims 1 through 3, wherein: / 

the photographing apparatus selection means further has a 

photographing apparatus selectioipmeans for selecting at least 

one of the plurality of photographing apparatuses on the basis 

of the requisite condition djfiformation; and 

the expectation condition determination means carries out 

the expectation condition determination processing for a 

photographic image captured by one or more of the 

photographing apparatuses selected by the photographing 

apparatus selection means. 

[Claim 5] / 

The information processing apparatus according to one of 

Claims 1 ttnrough 4, wherein: 

thar photographing apparatus selection means selects one 

of the plurality of photographing apparatuses upon a 

predefined condition being satisfied. 

iClaim 6] 
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The information processing apparatus according to one oj^r 

Claims 1 through 5, wherein: M 

the photographing apparatus selection means successively 

selects one of the plurality of photographing apparatuses; and 

the plurality of expectation conditions includsra 

condition based on a relationship between the object state 

information and photographing apparatus state ̂ formation on a 

most recently selected photographing apparatus. 

[Claim 7] / 

An information processing system comprising: 

an expectation condition information acquisition means 

for acquiring expectation conditioy.information which 

indicates a plurality of expectation conditions for a 

photographic image; / 

a requisite condition information acquisition means for 

acquiring requisite condition information which indicates a 

requisite condition for/:he photographic image; 

a photographing Apparatus state information acquisition 

means for acquirinqrphotographing apparatus state information 

including information which indicates positions and 

orientations a plurality of photographing apparatuses; 

an objact state information acquisition means for 

acquiring^bject state information including information which 

indicates positions of a plurality of objects; and 

£. photographing apparatus selection means for selecting 

the plurality of photographing apparatuses one or more of 

Jfhe plurality of photographing apparatuses which capture the 
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photographic image on the basis of the expectation condition J 

information, the requisite condition information, the / 

photographing apparatus state information and the object/state 

information, / 

wherein / 

the requisite condition requires that the pl^ality of 

objects are not overlapped with each other, / 

the photographing apparatus selection mafins has: 

an expectation condition determination means for carrying 

out expectation condition determination ̂processing to 

determine whether a photographic imagjr captured by each of the 

plurality of photographing apparati^^s satisfies at least one 

of the plurality of expectation conditions or not; and 

a requisite condition determination means for carrying 

out requisite condition det^mination processing to determine 

whether or not a photographic image that has been determined 

by the expectation conception determination means to satisfy at 

least one of the plurality of expectation conditions satisfies 

the requisite condition. 

[Claim 8] / 

A prograi/for causing a computer to function as: 

an expectation condition information acquisition means 

for acquiring expectation condition information which 

indicaj^s a plurality of expectation conditions for a 

photographic image; 

/ a requisite condition information acquisition means for 

lacquiring requisite condition information which indicates a 
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recjuisite condition for the photographic image; / 

a photographing apparatus state information acquisition? 

means for acquiring photographing apparatus state information 

including information which indicates positions and / 

orientations of a plurality of photographing apparatuses; 

an object state information acquisition meansAor 

acquiring object state information including information which 

indicates positions of a plurality of objects/ and 

a photographing apparatus selection meams for selecting 

from the plurality of photographing apparatuses one or more of 

the plurality of photographing apparatuses which capture the 

photographic image on the basis of tjte expectation condition 

information, the requisite condition information, the 

photographing apparatus state information and the object state 

information, / 

wherein / 

the requisite condit/on requires that the plurality of 

objects are not overlapped with each other, 

the photographing apparatus selection means has: 

an expectatic^i condition determination means for carrying 

out expectation ̂ condition determination processing to 

determine whether a photographic image captured by each of the 

plurality oje photographing apparatuses satisfies at least one 

of the pMrality of expectation conditions or not; and 

a/equisite condition determination means for carrying 

out requisite condition determination processing to determine 

whether a photographic image for which a determination that at 
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least one of the plurality of expectation conditions is / 

satisfied is made by the expectation condition determinations 

means satisfies the requisite condition or not. / 

[Claim 9] / 
The information processing apparatus according top Claim 1, 

wherein / 

the expectation condition information accpaisition means 

imparts a weighting to each of the pluralit/ of expectation 

conditions, f 

the expectation condition determination means determines, 

for a photographic image captured by ejfch of the plurality of 

photographing apparatuses, a sum of mle weightings imparted to 

the plurality of expectation conditions, and 

the requisite condition/determination means further 

determines whether or not a rdSotographic image, that has been 

determined by the expectation condition determination means 

that the sum of the wa&ghtings is largest, satisfies the 

requisite condition. £ 

[Claim 10] f 
The informations processing apparatus according to Claim 1, 

wherein the photographing apparatus selection means selects 

the one or more of the plurality of photographing apparatuses 

only if a ̂ predefined condition is satisfied, in which the 

predefinaja condition is one of the following cases: 

a /ase where a photographing target is changed; 

£a case where a position of at least one of the plurality 

of^)bjects is changed by a predefined amount or more; 
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a case where a content or a priority order of thai 

plurality of expectation conditions is changed; and / 

a case where a predefined lapse of time has passed /Since 

the selecting of one or more of the plurality of photoyaphing 

apparatuses was lastly carried out. / 

[Claim 11] / 
The information processing apparatus accordira to Claim 9, 

wherein / 

the expectation condition determination means further 

determines, for a plurality of consecutive scenes captured by 

each of a plurality of combinations/of the plurality of 

photographing apparatuses, a sum of tWe weightings, and 

the requisite condition determination means further 

determines whether or not each off photographic images of the 

plurality of consecutive scenoe captured by a combination of 

the plurality of photograpl&ng apparatuses, that has been 

determined by the expectation condition determination means 

that the sum of the weightings is largest, satisfies the 

requisite condition, f 
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CLAIMS 

1. An information processing apparatus comprising: 

a condition information acquisition means for acquiring expectation condition information which 

indicates a plurality of expectation conditions for a photographic image, each of the plurality of 

expectation conditions having a priority respectively among the plurality of expectation conditions, and 

for acquiring requisite condition information which indicates a requisite condition for the photographic 

image, and 

a photographing apparatus selection means for selecting at least one photographing apparatus 

which capture the photographic image satisfying an expectation condition having a highest priority and 

satisfying the requisite condition information, among the plurality of photographing apparatus. 

2. The information processing apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: 

a photographing apparatus state information acquisition means for acquiring photographing 

apparatus state information including information which indicates positions and orientations of a plurality 

of photographing apparatuses; and 

ail object state information acquisition means for acquiring object state information including 

information which indicates a position of an object, 

wherein the photographing apparatus selection means select the photographing apparatus on the 

basis of the expectation condition information, the requisite condition information, the photographing 

apparatus state information and the object state information. 

3. The information processing apparatus of claim 1 or 2, 

wherein, when a plurality of the photographic images captured by the plurality of photographing 

apparatuses satisfy a expectation condition, the photographing apparatus selection means determines 

whether or not each of the plurality of the photographic images captured by the plurality of the 

photographing apparatuses satisfies a secondary expectation condition which has a secondary priority 

next to a priority that the above expectation has, and 

the photographing apparatus selection means determines whether or not the photographic image 

satisfying the secondary expectation condition satisfies the requisite condition. 

4. The information processing apparatus of any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein 

the photographing apparatus selection means selects at least one of the plurality of photographing 

apparatuses on the basis of the requisite condition information, and 
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the photographing apparatus selection means determines whether or not each photographic image 

captured by the selected photographing apparatus satisfies each of the expectation conditions. 

5. The information processing apparatus of any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein 

the photographing apparatus selection means select one of the plurality of photographing 

apparatuses upon a predefined condition being satisfied. 

6. The information processing apparatus of claim 2, wherein 

the photographing apparatus selection mean successively selects one of the plurality of 
photographing apparatuses; and 

the plurality of expectation conditions include a condition based on a relationship between the 

object state information and photographing apparatus state information on a most recently selected 

photographing apparatus. 

7. An information processing system comprising: 

a condition information acquisition means for acquiring expectation condition information which 

indicates a plurality of expectation conditions for a photographic image, each of the plurality of 

expectation conditions having a priority respectively among the plurality of expectation conditions, and 

for acquiring requisite condition information which indicates a requisite condition for the photographic 

image, and 

a photographing apparatus selection means for selecting at least one photographing apparatus 

which capture the photographic image satisfying an expectation condition having a highest priority and 

satisfying the requisite condition information, among the plurality of photographing apparatus. 

8. A program for causing a computer to function as: 

a condition information acquisition means for acquiring expectation condition information which 

indicates a plurality of expectation conditions for a photographic image, each of the plurality of 

expectation conditions having a priority respectively among the plurality of expectation conditions, and 

for acquiring requisite condition information which indicates a requisite condition for the photographic 

image, and 

a photographing apparatus selection means for selecting at least one photographing apparatus 

which capture the photographic image satisfying an expectation condition having a highest priority and 

satisfying the requisite condition information, among the plurality of photographing apparatus. 


