
From a raster page, patches of connected pixels of the same color are
identified. Patches of at least a predetermined size, typically corre-
sponding to text or line art objects, are subjected to a lossless compres-
sion. Patches below the predetermined size, typically corresponding to
image or photo objects, are substantially subjected to a lossy compres-
sion. The patch predetermined size controls the mix of lossless and lossy
compression procedures. Optimum compression is achieved by maxi- mizing the
lossless compression while attaining a targeted compression ratio. Various
features include efficient recognition and encoding of patches, refined
treatment of the boundaries between the lossless- and the lossy-compressed
pixels, adaptive compression ratio control, and fail-safe compression
provisions.    


