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54 IMPROVEMENTS IN OR RELATING TO
UMBRELLA CASES.

(71)  We, BREMSHEY & Co., a German
Kommand1tgesellschaft, of 5—7 Ahrstrasse,
Solingen-Ohligs, Germany, do hereby declare
the invention, for which we pray that a patent
may be granted to us, and the method by which
it is to be performed, to be particularly des-
cribed in and by the following statement: —

This invention relates to cases for umbrellas
of the so called “flat” type having a substan-
tially rectangular cross section transverse to
the stick axis when closed.

. . Cases are known for round umbrellas in
which the umbrella handle substantially fills

-an .insertion opening at an end of the case

15

20

25

and there are retaining means on the handle
which co-operate with retaining means of
the case wall. For example, the retaining
means on the handle may comprise a circum-
ferential groove and the mating retaining
means of the case wall is a round string which
liesin a hollow gusset in the material of which
the case is made. When secured, the round
string lays in the groove in the umbrelia
handle. The resulting constrained positive en-
gagement = secures the inserted position of
the umbrella in the case, s0 that the user can
hold it by a carrying loop of the handle with-
out the risk that the handle will slide out of
the case, either with an increase in the length
of the umbrella stick if this is of the tele-
scopic type or with the collapsed umbrella

- completely sliding out of the case.

35

In practice, this method can only easily be
adopted with umbrella handles having a sub-
stantially round cross-sectional shape trans-
verse to the stick axis. In prior art umbrella
handles  having a rectangular cross-sectional
shape transverse to the stick axis particularly

for flat umbrellas, no certain positive inser-

tion of the retaining string can be achieved.
[Price 55, 0d. (25p)] '

In any case,' the string may shrink or ex-
pand due to the effect of weather, with conse-
quent adverse effects on the reliable reten-
tion of the handle in the case.

According to the present invention, a case
for a flat umbrella having a substantially rec-
tangular cross section transverse to the stick
axis when closed and a handle having a sub-
stantially rectangular cross sectional shape
transverse to the stick axis, comprises a bot-
tom end wall, two opposed wide side walls,
two opposed narrow side walls, thé wide side
walls extending upwardly from the bottom
wall beyond .the upper edges of the narrow
side walls so that the wide side walls are
effectively provided with flaps adjacent to an
upper open end of the case, and one of the
flaps or -an extension of one of the flaps being
provided with- a retaining means which is
arranged to cooperate with a mating retaining
means provided on the handle of an umbrella
when disposed the case or provided on the
other flap or on an extension thereof, to re-
tain an umbrella in the case with the handle
lying between the flaps.

The present invention provides a simple
construction with a reliable, secure retaining
system which is simple to use.

When the umbrella is to be inserted into -

or removed from the case, the flaps can be
folded or bent outwards to assist in guiding
the umbrella crown into the case, or to pro-
vide access for gripping the handle, respec-
tively. At other timeés, wheri the umbrella is
in the case, the flaps will overlie and conceal
wider sides of the handle, A further advan-
tage of causing the flaps to overlie the handle
closely is that the handle can provide a rela-
tively solid back-up bearing surface when
the. retammg means cooperates with its mat-
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that after the closure flap 27 has been re-
~Qaim

1 or

| eased fromthe position shown in Figure 9,

automati cal |y,
case then extends in a straight
as shown in Figure 8,

hook. _
case acco?ding to any of clains 1, 31,219,375
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an angul ar

of a magnetic catch.
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ready to receive an

60

5. A case accordihg to Caimil,
the retaining neans is

As can be seen pore.

4. A case according to Claim
2 in which the
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mounted on the other flap or forming part of
the handle of an umbrella,

In another example, the retaining means is

one part of a magnetic catch, the other part,
such as a soft iron plate, of which is pre-
ferably mounted on the umbrella handle. This

~ enables the umbrella to be removed from the

case with a snatch action.

In another example, the retaining means
is an angular hook which preferably engages
over the base of the umbrella handle and
may hook into a recess in the handle base.
" Ina particularly secure oonstruction, the
one flap has an extension which is arranged
to pass over the umbrella handle across the
open end of the case to retain the umbrella
in the case, the extens1on carrying the re-
taining means.

Prefe:ably, the umbrella handle is provided
with a carrying loop which is disposed out-
side the case when the umbrella is retalned
within the case so that the umbrella in its
case can be carried by the loop. During the
closing or collapsing of a shortenable flat
umbrella, the case itself can advantageously
be used for ordering the umbrella rib ends
into groups in lateral rib-receiving compart-
ments in the handle. After partial collapse of
the umbrella, a portion thereof may be intro-
duced into the open. end of the case. The
narrow side walls of the case bend .the ribs
and force them into the correct position for
the subsequent final reduction in length of
the umbrella, this reduction being produced
by dxsplacement of the handle relative to the
case, The rib-receiving compartments in ‘the
handle then receive the rib ends. The handle,
which then substantially fills the opening of
the case, is secured in its inserted position by
the retaining means and mating retaining
means, without extra components being re-
quired. The securing of the. handle also locates
one or both flaps in position against the
handle, so that although the flaps can advan-
tageously be very readily -folded back for the
insertion of the umbrella, the umbrella always
appears to be enclosed in its case. The
umbrella can also be readily carried by a
carrying loop on the handle without the risk
of the handle sliding out of the case. On
the contrary, to pull the handle out, the re-
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of a third example of -a case and umbrella;

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a fourth
example;

Figure 5 is a perspectlve view of the top
end of a fifth example; .

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a sixth
example;

Figure 7 is a perspective view of a seventh
example;

Figure 8 is a perspective view of an eighth
example;
~ "Figure 9 is a side elevation of the folded,
empty case. of the Figure 8 example; and,

Figure 10 is a plan of the folded case of
the Figure 8 example

The cases shown in Figures 1, 2 and 3
bave a bottom end  wall, narrow side walls
1 and wide side walls 2 with freely projecting
flaps 2’ which extend upwardly from the
bottom wall beyond the narrow side walls
1, so as to provide lateral finger apertures 3
in the cases. The case side walls 1, 2 are pre-
ferably serm—rxg1d A shortenable “flat™
umbrella disposed in each case has a handle

4 of substantially rectangular cross-sectional ’

shape transverse to the stick axis.

Umbrella rib_ends 5 enter compartments

6, 7 in the handle 4. The compartments 6, 7
are disposed laterally of a socket 8 associated
with the handle 4 for receiving at least a sleeve
of a main slider of the umbrella when_ the
umbrella is shortened. The handle 4 has a
carrying loop 9 having ends fixed in the
handle. .
" In at least one wide side, the handle shown
in Figure 1 has a bore 10 acting as part of a
press-stud. A cooperating press-stud stop por-
tion 11 is mounted onm at least one of the
flaps 2’ of the case. If the two press-stud
parts ars brought into engagement with one
another, the hendle alone cannot be pulled
out of the case accidentally, accompanied by
an increase in the length of the umbrella
stick, nor can' the whole umbrella be accid-
en‘tally pulled out of the case.

.In the Flgure 2 example, the retaining means
and mnating retaining means are formed by a
soft .iron plate 12 on each wide side of the

handle and a magnet 13 on the inner surfacej

of ‘each’ flap. 2’ .
“In the Figure 3 example there is dlsposed
on one of the flaps 2’ an angular hook 14
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of the flaps beyond the nar-
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have a bottom end wall, natrow side walls 1
and wide side walls 2. Dlsposed in the case,
folded or collapsed into a rectangular cross-
sectional shape is a flat umbrella having dis-
posed on its stick a handle 4 having a base
4’, narrow lateral surfaces 47/ and wide lateral
surf,ace's 477*, The narrow lateral surfaces 4’/
and the wide lateral surfaces 4’" are inclined
so :as to produce a handle which tapers in
the direction of the base side 4. :
* Even when the umbrella is inserted in the
case, the narrow lateral surfaces 4 of the
handle 4 are free, smoe the case wide side
walls 2 project, that is they are longer than
the case marrow side walls 1. Hence, ﬁnger
apertures 3 are provided on the narrow sides
of the case.
- The ‘umbrella rib ends 5 in this case are
also disposed in lateral compartments in the
handle 4 when the umbrella ‘is completely
folded. The finger holes 3 in the case facilitate
the ordering of the rib ends, if this is done
when the partially collapsed umbrella is
already in -the case.

In the Figure 4 example, extendmg from
one ‘case wide side wall 2 to the other case
wide side wall 2 in a case closure strap 16.

. The closure strap 16 is a continuation of a

grip strap 17 of a sliding clasp fastener 18,
which closes a slit extending down from the
upper edge of one of the wide side walls 2.
The closure strap 16 has at its -free end a
press-stud part 19 which can co-operate with
a- press-stud part suitably disposed on the
other wide side wall 2. A decisive factor of
the ‘press-stud connection is that the handle
4 is positively supported by engagement with
the insides of the wide side walls 2 even though
the flaps 2" of the case may be of only semi-
rigid construction.

In the example illustrated in Figure 5, a
closure strap 16” extends immediately from the
edge 20 of one wide side wall 2.

In the example illustrated in Figure 6,
closure straps 16’7, 16’”’, which are only half
as long as the strap 16, extend from top edges
21, 22 of the two wide side walls. The closure
formed by a press-stud, is disposed above the
handle base 4’, so that in this case also the
handle provides a back-up support for clos—
ing the press-stud.

In the Figure 7 example, the closure strap
comprises a hook 23 which is rigidly mounted

against the handle-side surface 4/*/.

Intheexam le.vidtisc;lbmi%&gﬁm M IS -

or 85 I&@ecessat;ﬂ, theRayase for a
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willing or do not desire to carry the umbrella
and case by the loop 9 or 25.

The case, illustrated in Figures 8, 9 and
10, again- has narrow side walls 1 and wide
sxde walls 2a, 2b, and also a case bottom
26.

Disposed in the case is 2 flat umbrella of

rectangular cross-sectional shape when folded
or collapsed and having a handle 4 disposed
on the umbrella stick. The handle 4 has a
base 4/, narrow lateral surfaces 4’/ and wide
lateral surfaces 4'*'. The narrow lateral sur-
faces 4’7" and the wide lateral surfaces 4’7
are inclined so as to produce a comstruction
which tapers in the direction of the base 4’.
Even when the umbrella is inserted in the case,
the narrow lateral surfaces 4’ of the handle
4 are exposed since the wide side walls 2a,
2b are longer than the narrow side walls 1;
thus, finger apertures 3 are produced at the
narrow sides of the case.
* The umbrella rib ends 5 lie ordered in
groups in the lateral zones of the handle 4.
The finger apertures 3 of the case facilitate any
ordering required in these zones if such is
performed when the partially collapsed
umbrella is already in the case.

Extending from one wide side wall 2a in
a case closure strap 27 which extends in the
direction of the other wide side wall 2b. The
closure strap 27 has a press-stud part 28. A
mating press-stud part 29 is disposed on the
wide side wall 2b and enables the retining
position of the closure strap to be obtained
as shown in Figure 8. Even if the umbrella
and case are carried by a carrying loop 30,
the strap 27 prevents the umbrella from be-
ing pulled out of the case.

The narrow side walls 1 of the case and
the case bottom 26 can be folded, along a
folding line 31 so that the wide side walls
2a, 2b can be pressed towards onme another,
flattening the rectangular cross-section of the
case. The wide side wall 2a, which is disposed
opposite the wide side wall 2b cartying the
mating stud part 29, carries at the bottom-
side end an extra mating press-stud part 32.
As a result of this construction, the empty case
can be secured in a position folded around the

transverse central axis x~—~x. Since the nar--

row side walls 1, including the case bottom
26, can be folded ir the mammer of a bellows,
a relatively flat, shape is produced. If the
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transverse to the stick axis when cl osed and
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cross sectijonal
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2b and the narrow side walls 1. This ensures

that the extra mating closure means lies in an
advantageous position in relation to-the flaps
on the wide side walls 2a, 2b which can
approach more closely to one another due
to the overlap of the flaps beyond the ‘nar-
row side- walls, to ensure that the other mat-
ing closure means 29. does not substantially
increase the thickness, even though the: other
mating closure means 29 also takes the form
of a projecting stud. :

Features of the cases described in -this
Specification form the subject matter of the
inverition of our copending Application No.
9843/69 (Senal No. 1219377).

- WHAT WE CLAIM IS:—

1. A case for a flat umbrella having a sub-
stantially rectangular cross sectional shape
transverse to the stick axis when closed and
a handle having a substantially rectangular
cross sectional shape transverse to the stick
axis, the case comprising a bottom end wall,
two opposed wide side wall, two opposed nar-
row side walls, the wide mde walls extending
upwardly from the bottom wall beyond the
upper edges of the narrow side walls so that
the wide side walls-are effectively provided
with flaps adjacent to an upper open end of
the .case, and one of the flaps or an exten-
sion of one of the flaps being provided with
a retaining means which is arranged to co-
operate with a mating retaining means pro-
vided on the handle of an umbrella when dis-
posed in thé case or provided on the other
flap.or on an extension thereof, to retain an
umbrella in the case with the. handle lying
between the flaps.

2. A case according to Claim 1, in which
each flap is provided with a retaining means
which is arranged to cooperate with a matmg
retaining means on the handle.

3.. A case according to Claim 1 or Claim

es of
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ing the retaining means.
7. A case according to- Claim 6, in wh1ch
the extension is a strap attached to the clasp
of a sliding clasp fastener which closes a slit
extending down from the upper edge of one
of the flaps.

- 8. A case according to any one of the pre-
ceding ‘claims, which' can be folded about a
transverse axis of the wide side walls, after
the narrow side walls and the case bottom have
been folded in the manner of a bellows to
bring the wide side walls close together; addi-
tional retaining means being disposed on one
wide side wall for cooperation with the re-
taining means to hold the case folded.

9. A case according to Claim 1, substan-
tially as described with reference to any ofie
of the examples ﬂlustrated in the accompary-
ing drawings.

- 10. A flat umbrella havmg a case accordmg
to-dny one of the preceding claims.

11. A flat umbrella and case according to
Claim 10 when dependent on any one of
claims 1 to 5, in which the umbrella handle
is provided with means for co-operation with
the retaining means to- rctam the umbmlla in
the case.

12. A flat umbrella and case accordmg to
Claim 10 or Claim 11, in which the umbrella
handle is provided with a carrying loop which
is disposed outside the case when the umbrella
is tetained within the case so that the umbrelld
in its case can be carried by the loop.

13. A flat umbrella and case accordmg to
Claim 10, substantially as described with
reference to ahy one of the examples illus-
trated in the. accompanying drawings.

For the Apphcants, N
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ﬂ---the case or prow—ded on the other—reference to:any one of s
exar‘rp-l'“es' Il us- flap.or thereof to retain an tiatec
i_nthe-acconpanyi-ng- drawi n Hilill ﬂ“iﬁ“ ﬁi in the case with the handlgx. "
|l ying 50 between the flap e according to Caiml, in wieh,
For the Applicants, each flap I's provided with a retaining neans

G LL, JENNI NGS & EVERY, which is arranged to cooperate with a mating

Chartered Patent Agents,
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retai ni ng means on the handl e.
3' A ch%léﬁ‘éﬁccordi ng to CI aim1 or Caint
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Ofice at§1 aE‘g:Sen m&c&@ixg td CRAA 1 or Claim

whi ch cd sﬂsfrmyhemsﬂmt a:medh Figure 9,

2 in whxch the retaining means is one part

e case folds back more or less automatlcally, of a magnetic catch. - 60
and the case then extends in a straight line, 5. A case according to Claim 1, in whic®
as shown in Figure 8, ready to receive an the retaining means is an angular hook '
umbrella. 6. A case according to any of claims 1, 3,

As can be seen more particularly in Figare 4, or 5, in which the one flap has an exten-

10 9, the eztra mating stud part 32 is disposed sion which is arranged for passing over the 65
substantially at a distance from the case bot- umbrella bandle across the open of the case
tom 26 which corresponds to the difference to retain the umbrella in the case, the exten-
in lengths between the wide side walls 2a, sion carrying the retaining means,
2b and the narrow side walls 1. This ensures 7. A case according to Claim 6, in which '

15 that the extra mating closure means lies in an the extension is a strap attached to the clasp 70
advantageous position in relation to the flaps of a sliding clasp fastener which closes a sht
on the wide side walls 2a, 2b which can extending down from the upper edge of one
approach more closely to one another due of the faps.
to the overlap of the flaps beyond the nar- 8. A case according to any one of the pre-

20 Tow side walls, to ensure that the other mat- ceding claims, which can be folded about 2 75
ing closure means 29 does not substantially transverse axis of the wide side walls, after
increase the thickness, even though the other the narrow side walls and the case bottom have
mating closure means 29 also takes the form been folded in the manner of a bellows to
of a projecting stud. bring the wide side walls close together, addi-

25 Features of the cases described in this tional retaining means being disposed on one 80

' Specification form the subject matter of the wide side wall for cooperation with the re-
invention of our copending Application No. taining means to hold the case folded.
9843 /69 (Serial No. 1219377). 9. A case according to Claim 1, substan-
tially as described with reference to any one
- WHAT WE CLAIM IS:— of the examples illustrated in the accompany- 85

30 1. A case for a flat umbrella having a sub- ing drawings.
stanually rectangular cross sectional shape 10. A flat umbrella having a case according
transverse to the stick axis when closed and 1o any one of the preceding claims,

a handle having a substantially rectangular 11, A flat umbrella and case according to
cross sectional shape transverse to the stick Claim 10 when dependent on any one of 90

35 axis, the case comprising a bottom end wall, claims 1 to 5, in which the umbrella handle
two opposed wide side wall, two opposed nar- is provided with means for co-operation with
row side walls, the wide sxde walls extending the retaining means to retain the umbrella in
upwardly from the bottom wall beyond the the case,

: upper edges of the narrow side walls so that 12. A flat umbrella and case according to 95

40 the wide side walls are effectively provided Claim 10 or Claim 11, in which the umbrella
with flaps adjacent to an upper open end of handle is provided with a carrying loop which
the case, and one of the flaps or an exten- is disposed outside the case when the umbrella
sion of one of the flaps being provided with is retained within the case so that the umbrella
a retaining means which is arranged to co- in its case can be carried by the loop. 100

45 operate with a mating retaining means pro- 13. A flat umbrella and case according to
vided on the handle of an umbrella when dis- Claim 10, substantially as described with
posed in the case or provided on the other reference to any one of the examples illus-
flap.or on an extension thereof, to retain an trated ip the accompanying drawings.

* umbrella in the case with the. handle lying

50 between the flaps.

2. A case according to Claim 1, in which For the Applicants,

. each flap is provided with a retaining means GILL, JENNINGS & EVERY,
which is arranged to cooperate with a mating Chartered Patent Agents,

- retaining means on the handle. 51/52 Chancery Lane,
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