CONTAINER WSTH ADDITIONAL EXTERNAL PANEL The present invention relates to a
container with an additional external panel. The container finds particular application as a container for
smoking articles such as cigarettes. It is known to package smoking articles and other consumer
goods in containers formed from folded laminar blanks. Elongate smoking articles, such as cigarettes
and cigars, are commonly sold in hinge lid packs constructed from one-piece laminar cardboard
blan_ks. However, contain BWAWER%?ﬁ%WQ%E‘E%MEWﬁ onsumer goods having two
portions, an outer shell and an inner housing, formed from separate laminar blanks, are also known. In
such containers, the consumer goods are housed in the inner housing, which is slidable within the
outer shell betwéen aretesethpotitiorsiaid an Dpenighesitidh, in \whdglrah epgemhgansth@lianer housing is
at least p%ﬁﬁ&ﬁ&%%ﬁ&t@@éﬁ%f&@ﬁ@B§bl%ﬁfaﬁ@YoagﬁgﬁﬁgtM@,%ﬁHmrc@%d&COﬂtainefS in which
the consumer gopdsateauseELip andpneLhausing bAYng A Rostlchaleouers angpen end of
the inner housing are also known: r%pnlcs and text are typlcgl_?y applied to the exterior of
packagingT3F JB%%?JH’?@F@{)OT@“EI' orifEFE coMREnTERESinfrh At o9RSHRe OASTIFREY. Ridwever,
standard paoksefty Sthisurnes ffoogksaesalatvdgrsenalbirrsizeieadandiverd dimmitedivigiibte exterior
surface areanfandlisplaying=slshoiieEratie andtds&newaderipeseans ieexirrrhswifageamount of
informationycargmuiicater 18 % CarsEmes R aviding.addgiona! sifacsseawhichhe information

may be printed. This has been achjeved, for example, by incor oratlngﬁggbq;tlap%l {Ranels, or coupons

ntainers, the cﬁ)nsum?r ooda are h L15e-e? in the mgerb%usm Rthic is e oute;

into the contamer. wouldbe desira 0 provide a container having novel' means for providing
informatioihte)! 8eMEaRRPESRY pertieuntd AweRIA@E tesirlfe AtRBIUNAdVERHMBaIN iEEased the
surface areaieasaabigfexpraddmnganitsmationsr may/Accanding danthednuyentsotdierernsiprovided a
container GaRRPHisiRthsaNL YIRESIPENS; RN INRERPHSIRE LOMAINA-WAthin Hheougrslesye and
moveable rg(llaéi\{e to th% outer slquoekggv'\[fween a closed position and an open position; an external

.. e Inher nougIng are a n. . .
panel visible on the Outer sleeve and mounted on the container for movement along a first wall of the

outer sleeve; anFFANKIRGHEVicE LoHiTlc PRI & Saérrarpahradihe i reroisisry“Sviterein
movementeofithe innerticisingrbetweeritaropencantbetuse diposiiardssiigsaboueraeement of the
external papetsdong thedirst wallnlitheeutentleamd Badinkingsiavice passesdnaygiene or more

opening i”gf%?m%HSﬁr;ﬂ?%‘é%n to indrdSIE RO IS JQ‘%‘%& DQUSING: iﬁf&iﬂﬂaﬁ\?&%&%&%ﬁié&%ﬂﬁﬁé sleeve, in at

least one direction. As the inner housing is moved between its clo position to Its open position, the
external p&RETHEERYSEY *?6’%?8\9@°£ﬁ$ﬁ[ffgﬁ?85fﬂ%fvﬁ’/%{ll%? Bt SRR iee dPEL3T B irst wall
which is infthltyecofpe reartpietite iesaeaiinpadéicnhlaartie fnerhousipng escimttineelosed position is
gradually uncoveredastfeciiermal pang maves avmayigony dssitakpasitiamg itfetexbor graphics

provided indhis areasane Jhereiore a4 B%V(fe@lr%gl_é@f ¥H&&9Ml&ﬁl§n¥"iﬁ&@a§éﬁ@ng surface area
2010/066467Ff%T/EPZOOQ/0.0?OlO,-2- the container is opened. The inclusion of the external panel

ava:i:x le for providing in ormatioﬂ. . . . . .
advantageously Increases the overall surface area available for displaying consumer information

compared to knolfACEdtdtnB s SRR EN GPaisHICR AT I PRV B S AP tB HBR" tFeckPsevall of the
outer sleevenariduttiegouterirsurfdbe tkthedd exteermbpanebble rekdith & dpentposisen petvieast a portion of

the inner hpusiag Iiestm@Uh3E YOLAMm. theQuiel siReMAIN MR aRRR RN SHEDtBat the interior
of the innegnh%uesicrﬁgtgngrc essible. The Quter §Ieeve“rrg)§¥ have a %ié‘egl(? open gnd. A!}g\ﬂ@gtively, the

or,moyement alc()Tg IrSiw IP_Ie oyter |nkm§; .
outer sleeve may have a Ealr 0 op!ct)ose open ends so that, In use, the consumer can pUSh the inner

to housing TBUYK dhfopeiehasriie Batkr Yl deVEE ¥ M PRYSIRER (el rBase Mytfnent of the
invention, tedvesp anePbottohtiesrdsofitbrebynge rkivbwevameiiofirgpetermnal panel along the first

wall of the outer sleeve. The linking device passes though one or more opening in the outer sleeve.

Preferably, the inner housing is slidable within the outer sleeve, in at ieast one direction. As
the inner housing is moved between its closed position to its open position, the external panel! is
caused {o move along the first wall of the outer sleeve. The area of the first wall which is initially
covered by the external panel when the inner housing is in the closed position is gradually
uncovered as the external panel moves away from its initial position. The {ext or graphics provided

in this area are therefore cnly revealed to the consumer when



Containers according to the invention may optionally further comprise a pull tab connected to the inner
housing, which, in use, may be grasped and pulled on by a consumer in order to slide the inner
housing from the closed position to the open position. 15 The dimensions of the external panel are
preferably s¥R MHYIA#E closed position of the inner housing, the panel BoEERSPEREHRE beyond the
edges of the first wall of the outer sleeve. Furtherrdore, the external panel is preferably mounted close
to, or against the first wall. Both of these features mean that the external panel does not substantially
affect thetioweralkisieeinnpeskdpe of the container when the inner housing is in the closed position. This

20 facilitates thqmnat@w rm%@%ﬁ%pééh@ féuﬁdr@@ggai&%rﬁiﬂsﬁls% PRYoRINRINEes eelling

processes, Si ngie rtt es emstmgtec ryque are%tyosktoowe uggtairggrg : Atc on thg containers

accordlnga\’(?1 AeS ﬁyé% g&ﬂ Be 8°sp[£1yed A0 CBIF M ESIVEnt |onafjcia gp‘ay units and

vending raaggnemay be applieé kechatil ﬂ?ﬁﬁéﬁhﬁ‘@}‘ ptheravier slasvg dedites) sheprudatPAti®e used to

25cugtomiseihie gg}@ainer for example by reflecting a brand or logo associated with the consumer

goods within thq c&ntamer mon a{rL in glew e of %nalners of the preseqt 'Q._\{e%té" ;fs attached to
Iy moy

both the externaPpané’PCJ SR HRE Thér e@usm suc th neeitgtr)rlfgfnﬁa?l Automatcally moves when

the inner heusiigr isrRYeethrelstvéto penoshst §@§V@$h@ﬁnﬁﬁ¢@%e9fc§‘ﬁ1d§ﬁhé@fé’f@ bié 30free to

move relgiiedadiee CFHEBE:@:@GM@eve mby ¢RNEANEHRCEpEHiagdo MRinxariipnhteursitersireve lies
between the terna and th inner ho sing efare,.in orde onne ousing to
the externa?ypane hpp é) %pewceo SUst De arratRS?a su%: t at%gﬁse:%@i%%lﬂgr%nﬁrﬂt%?ﬁﬁﬁh the outer
sleeve. TARGING ﬁﬂ%@%éﬁ@hlé@@&@%&ﬁ&ﬁh@‘%ﬁé%nﬁﬁigeﬁ‘@w!é fifbfh RIFEEHPRE LRBAEIRET as the
external pamed Vet ane 1op el Saenings iof the aute skleayardiostexaeple, where the outer sleeve

has one or mor d gsev i s or more
of those open eerc1:(§g Rt%ﬂ]t%[%ngﬁ%/ge%l@% ﬁ(?dlﬁ%ﬁﬂtﬁi %ﬁ%ﬁrég\?v% 1%&6;14%67 %?E€%9%9010 -3-

sleeve m&§HEGFIIRIES Wﬁﬁ’éﬁé‘%ﬁ%‘ﬂl’@ﬁp’@rtﬁ%@@f l&%?fﬁ?@eﬁ\ RE prledhom BhARISURER the
linking dewicedpagssitie the Timedinking g évodha alpbei pasitdeddipanyessuitadiiormeans for connecting

the iner hOUS'%@%@ﬁs%@m&&eﬁ@w%ﬁ@ﬁé%gfé}%gemt%@eﬁ@er@eeaab%kttsrd&pendent 5

on the movement of the inner housing, as described above eferaby the linking gewce IS an

elongate YRS FBH?JHQV\FH?CH%E%HHQ?&?&?’HSW ﬁ?@’?ﬁ'ﬂetp?\(?ﬂg%oéﬁ S G
Advantaggeesty, ughelonoratehbedrrnehpéives itosteietiatly ﬂmrﬂoshéwaﬂsamimé?ba@ﬁisleeve and

the inner RaisingiRng Hess Ratrbs iRk wiaeyeraRat AdD o MREPAAHTNG ARdiouier sleeve.
Alternativg\llyéa_g %ulzlg lgn s%g\élé: gfrt?t%ycggtatr%rev)v‘ﬁen%e mrrtle?lf?gl%mg is in the closed position. This
20 facilitates the manufacturing process of the filled container, such as any wrapping or labeliing
processes, since it enables existing techniques and apparatus to be used. In addition, the
containers according to the invention can advantageously be displayed and soid in
conventional display units and vending machines.

The external panel may be formed in any desired shape and may be used to

25 customise the container, for example, by reflecting a brand or logo associated with the
consumer goods within the container.

The linking device of containers of the present invention is attached to both the
external panel and the inner housing such that the exiernal panel automaticaily moves when
the inner housing is moved relative to the outer sieeve. The linking device must therefore be

30 free to move relative to the outer sleeve.

In containers according to the invention, the outer sieeve lies between the external
panel and the inner housing. Therefore, in order to connect the inner housing to the external
panel, the linking device must be arranged such that it passes around or through the outer
sleeve. This will typically be achieved by passing the linking device from the inner housing to

35 the external pane! through one or more openings in the outer sleeve. For example, where
the outer sleeve has one or more open ends, the linking device may pass from the inner

housing through one or more of those open ends. Alternatively, or in addition, the outer



iocord, string or thread. Preferably, where the linking device is an elongate ribbon, the elongate
ribbon is formed from a strip of a relatively low friction sheet material, so that the linking device slides
easily and smoothly along the walls of the container with which it is in contact. For example, the
elongate riby8# HEYPHEFormed of a coated or uncoated paper material, of @l FHBEHEFMT1s Where a
plastic film is used, the film may be substantially trdnsparent so that it does not cover the graphics in
the area of the first wall of the outer sleeve which the linking device overlies. Alternatively, the elongate
ribbon maigieelfriae perreyidediireneser asatefepsriaremtepal patsontthe dirapmal dh@wekt provided
on the firﬁm%@lﬁwmy@gyﬂﬁ;@rred embodiment the linking device is a continuous band, or belt,
20 which has b%% y;connecti %the %1 of an el&bgeate ribbqn. The cqntlnyﬂous band

extends around F or@nﬂar? AEr2F Wal' Yotier s eeve Qﬁ nl% a)t'ia:c ea e mner housmg

and the elxogsirg paﬁé‘h%@ﬂ?@mhﬁ@@t@ﬁ@hc@ﬁhé‘!ﬁlmww@ aloths m@eﬁéﬁt,%@%é&tﬁﬁl@d@&he inner
housing igMAyesblawRmisthe R PO dbadsnskis aaiee e Iays, af@mﬂhagwéuiwms belt

path, at least part of which coincides with the ath fth 2 inner housin ve e open
position. ?ﬂlgﬁn gemsetrrff o?rtﬁ’eg et mwugn’%rlng%rg%out erfg‘gv@rr}leernﬁo eﬁ%l fj%lk%%ralong the

belt path.pasehédvaeianerisivg theoolesgaiaT *ﬁ@%lﬁﬁ’éd‘%%hﬁf‘f@%é@p?@ﬁ“bﬁsﬁ‘ﬁ%waﬂﬁe%ﬁémal panel
will movefiesn %@%ﬁméiMWﬂ%ﬁﬁrﬁwweéma difterent-inal prsiticsvendheckitat walkr

Preferably tamcanyiausReloassen iNon8 RS AIRIHES . Rsialiteiol d0al which are

spaced aparf <8 fiat 9 tis arrange a section of t rst'wall outer sleeve. The slits
shouki bé@fﬁhéé’d’%ﬁaﬁfﬁﬁda distance which is the same or greater than the distance between the
open position arnddiaestlgsedpesitionitiithedevies ousirtyramid atbien Mtbwestomgitd tibdnnisr housing

' not restiGIRA A WAY PLBLRLY 185 ity Al sllsmpiialodoshah Y a:GlangRles ibbon, so

that significant transverse 3bmovement of the ribbon away from the belt path is avoided

Preferabl§28i¥% antsSHIRP L Alandig ‘5%‘?%19&“?8 é‘a'@ﬁ'B?ﬁ@?tﬂﬁH‘WB‘éﬁmla‘i’ﬁ}%‘érp@?{ﬁéaiﬁw?@ the
direction ¢fertvesentibbthmayrier focusihgf d bisatadansibadtttepafé material, or a plastic film.

2010/0664GLRCT IERAOGUPRININ: 4ﬁalmﬂgm§yrwgndg@§ﬁamﬁm@w@@l%9 ihgodireiion of

movement of the inner housing. The belt may be of any thickness relative to the dimensions of the
container BYEWHIGRANIAHR e PiaR fine Walke' %8% [P IR PG Ei]%é‘i'ﬁ‘é?gﬁ% '&ternal

panel ancbtiedigsnekliecnsivelyntay blenmtesbteth soahitdeit bheyinteserincioured so as to form an
integral part of the graphics and text provided on the first wall.
In a particularly preferred embodiment the linking device is a continuous band, or belt,
20  which has been formed by connecting the ends of an elongate ribbon. The continuous band
extends around all, or a part of, the first wall of the outer sleeve and is attached to the inner
housing and the external panel at first and second connection points along the bef,
respectively. As the inner housing is moved towards the open position, the band is caused
to move around a continuous belt path, at least part of which coincides with the path of the
'25  inner housing as it moves to the open position. This movement of the belt in turn brings
about the movement of the external panel along the belt path. As the inner housing moves
from the closed position to the open position, the external panel will move from an initial
position on the first wall, to a different, final position on the first wall.
Preferably, the continuous belt passes through a pair of apertures, or slits in the first
3¢ wall, which are spaced apart so that the belt is arranged around a section of the first wail of
the outer sleeve. The slits should be spaced apart by a distance which is the same or
greater than the distance between the open position and the closed position of the inner
housing, so that the movement of the inner housing is not restricted in any way. Preferably,
the width of the slits is similar to that of the elongate ribbon, so that significant transverse
35  movement of the ribbon away from the belt path is avoided.
Preferably, the slits are substantially parallel to each other and substantially
perpendicular to the direction of movement of the inner housing. This means that the



5 the same direction. For example, the external panel may be fixedly connected to the inner housing
through the outer sleeve, so that the external panel and the inner housing move together, in the same
direction. Alternatively, the external panel and the inner housing may be connected such that they
move in a difféPeiHiEttion. In one preferred example, the external panePAREHIELRIMEF S housing are
connected by means of a continuous belt, as descfibed above, such that the external panel moves in
the opposite direction to the inner housing. For example, in a container in which the inner housing is
moved upeagria clkbre iesthebsiamialicpawig! dedbetdinertivs ffropvamer ¢fdbpporidiPusitide open

position, the:adrra) PaneLMPiisASNNaids Aane dhs-HEdnyall Bidhkereaitrr Peena. thtesnatively, in

a containgr in which [ e i{hner.g%ustjr}gejé is 0\{%1 out Pt a side of the outer sleeve in order to move it
e nalrower than Efw' of § irst wali 0 e&on ainer. . ) .
to the open position, external pan€l may move sideways in the opposite direction, away from the

inner housing. TheTaemakpaneivbiNgAYNBE MaBtingemay b soeraeiedauey BAY thadlraetAdnouter
sleeve. Wheieithe arstiperrsrisrambape ekanestaatulaapasainempeshddceatandr thaigarette
packs, the extema anelis psierably, mounied gn.elher e Tontwallor tear Wl ghihe 20, outer
sleeve, sinee thiese walls Plave a greater surface area than e SiaéWa Ps and thererore Alfow the
provision iefathefgbrteaeang E@sien.  The external panel must be moveable relative to the first wall

and is preferablygernasesnd welytriha bakngAeieeianst Robsigeriodhsanieralesyr pathe inner
housing. [HAWENSE e %jg%?t'%%ég%nmw .&!&%fﬁ%)’r%‘é’&%n%e&%%%de% %‘aﬁ%@%@ﬁa‘fg@éﬁﬁﬂe eeveor

. =)
25the inner Housmg, provi unctioning e contalner IS not advers

PrefétablfoHs g Aim GHEREEIOY FaRRIy ¥ R Lo ineUs Rk afodesriley phaventyrbbadhR of the
inner housig e it heooge mpibsi tigypoAlie rdiatbtiely , tortive addii arUsiegCOrRaineample: comprise

addi“°”a%%'i%ﬁ%%?ﬁh%ﬁi?sﬂﬁﬁé’fr%‘?‘@ﬂﬂ% e RREBeAY r‘%&t&%tm S0 JRIAIVR tdbsputer

sleeve beyond the open position, or for preventing the 30inadvertent opening of the inner housing, or

both.  MHE hHOMMEGHRTTHRPHES Q)L GREBIBEEIRS thaisHEMA! SRRBIERAYRS AOMEWREE goods
containedslwihithéfeshoatioithe hgaciesse dANbmatingyniner dootesigg is whittetiop @mgodsitising For

example, ithg, KR8r AR UsR9SMEYPEHR! SLalideealdray 6RFUYGHAM WhiFhHEdpdeS:aERneARY in at

least one wall. In the closed %osmon, the opening is covered by 35 the outer sleeve but the opening

becomes BEFERAGIRI MY ARG EE YT N2 PREUUIR FTE ARV BB ATREF 274818 towards the
open position. Thie §xiercd ganetraeldre isroypied| fof thevetaerd idngideyavall sfidieconeaisieesaised to

house smgkiflg HEUEStiNEOLRLOGRASS BCT ERZNNMPPARHRIeBped, like standard cigarette

packs, the external panel is preferably mounted on either the front wall or rear wall of the

20  outer sleeve, since these walls have a greater surface area than the side walls and therefore
allow the provision of a larger external panel.

The external panel must be moveable relative to the first wall and is preferably
connected only to the linking device and not directly to the outer sleeve or the inner housing.
However, the external panel may alternatively be attached or integrai to the outer sleeve or

26 the inner housing, provided the functioning of the container is not adversely affected.

Preferably, the linking device is arranged so as to restrict or substantially prevent
movemerit of the inner housing beyond the open position. Alternatively, or in addition, the
container may comprise additional retention means for preventing the movement of the inner
housing relative to the outer sleeve beyond the open position, or for preventing the

30  inadvertent opening of the inner housing, or bath.

The inner housing may be of any suitable construction that enables the consumer
goods contained within the housing to be accessed when the inner housing is in the open
position. For example, the inner housing may be of a slide, or tray construction, which
includes an opening in at least one wall. in the closed position, the opening is covered by

35 the outer sleeve but the opening becomes at least partially exposed as the inner housing is
moved out of the outer sleeve towards the open position. This type of construction is typical

of the standard slide and shell containers used to house smoking articles.



Alternatively, the inner housing may comprise a body portion and a lid portion. The lid portion may be
connected to the body portion along a hinge line extending across a wall of the inner housing. The lid
portion must be pivoted open about the hinge line in order to access the consumer goods housed
within the bo¥BaMbHs6tthe inner housing. Where a lid portion is proiidEBHHEMMEr housing,
the lid portion may be directly or indirectly connectéd to the outer sleeve such that it is automatically
caused to open as the inner housing is moved relative to the outer sleeve. This may be achieved using
known constructitersaitivelhidhetreérmgesioa mohydesmprissh haghe paticicl @tk exdidf ptititrendages with

the inner gy %@R&\?&J&%ﬁﬁ&%@%ﬁ@%&w%%ﬁwactIﬁmgé WAL ERGARINRYSE R walative to
each other, The fIa is then p i\%ﬂ@} with the outer eve th%ﬂg){h hnlng the, hln%e lid. A
constructSris 1g W@%@%eg D&%%Igelﬁ 2 9f‘°8r2ﬁ GRS 1 EdFtBner
includes agersshthaisansomefaoeds imeitied pihindnefiedsirige tttheéntiekhmyelegice and external panel
are pgeferably PioNided @cﬁ‘;ﬁ:@i&f@f@BF&#@%@B%&%@'&SG%@@N@M@ éﬁﬁhléﬂiﬁﬁgﬁ% intecagting lid flaps,

so that the Eilonln of tge fﬁ"& vice doeh trrt‘ot Jplterf ) ené mechanle‘m of the lid.
Containef? ér&S ¥cﬁﬂﬁ ct'f’t ven e’tnsa%eﬁee it} apg a¥ é) réac an&u(iarspear plped With

right-angleddohghsicinig aryeih relaivgidd tmmngsélw@es‘fmemmmb@|;acmef@émamkmw comprise
one or Me¢RUARRd IRNaHitditRl RHge SerpURded irassvereR odarse hrveleddangigudinahasiges or

bevelled t[ ansverse e g%a fO{hcom |na |ons Z0 tt}ereof For exam nl(e ;b:Y %JI‘In in a known manner a

& ou oufer slegév Ous are move
laminar b ankrtrom W e outer sfeeve or mner%ousm 0 t?te con alner are e%ect d, a

"rountled elsitiuertpertortoriaréhe dip @tﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁt@"ﬁ?ﬁd@g HEOGHIMFIRPYGe W@HY@@%W be
producedihe hin'gbad;ont@dﬁe&mm fasagd twesaﬂyewt@cmﬁamate,rialsmwmgﬂbat not limited to,

dboard, inay h
caraboard, pap qh@&%Q&nh@'}‘?ﬁ%lué?éscgﬁ%{ﬁlgﬁ gtrt}:t%fgmoﬁ?aﬁé‘ ?w'ﬁ%efa% ousing

may be formed rom he same material as erent mat rla e external

panel maV‘Bé’FﬁWﬁe%%@%‘érﬂ@Weﬂ%’P%ﬁs%Rfﬁt@@gféé?fé‘ﬁﬁetﬁeofhﬁepﬁ@{%%@“@r §f dftferent
material. Bsefsinably the tieandieive hieditteeactivg blgiegsarehantie fameshfngofatsriolertplded

Iamlngr b!ﬁé“vln‘céqa%% REE ﬁ@.@yefmmtﬂgggg,qrtamg@{aggmgea{gI[g,lank Preferably, the cardboard has a

weig t of between about 100 grams per 30 square metre and about 350 grams per square metre.

Containers acccﬁ’&m@'%rﬁt@?ﬁQQ‘ﬁﬂ)ﬁ%HVb@Y@g@%%c%é§ f¥ea PGy Bt RoIRAN&YB0ods. In a
particularhapidiepipdds miadtimegti-eogital neisgibedircin g asdtheig-antitd arearseerse padgage smoking

articles. CrialRE A0 dRgiHR RG] aeﬂtsﬁgereax bBeRshARIRIRAUSHHEGHIPRFekaRRRIBOKING

articles includin but not limited ional lit- entﬂﬁ arettes, cigars or mgarlllos heated

nven
smoking HANY %eoﬁﬁiﬁﬁ&ﬁ’ﬁ‘ée% ‘B"L% é';?/h%‘fs%?érﬂ BB GRS PEBREE SHACSH U& SeB 8 ating
substratet{fencekahnslexcigaietias ssoting type khicwlosearireUs iaminzn hlageiramadnvriab Khregaaitetles for

use with ye\2Q1HRBHK ARG bRR2MANIID sfected, a “rounded-corner” pack of cigareties or
other smoking articles according to the invention may be produced.

The container may be formed from any suitable materials including, but not limited to,
cardboard, paperboard, plastic, metal, or combinations thereof., The ouier sieeve and inner

25 housing may be formed from the same material as each other, or a different material.
Similarly, the external panel may be formed of the same material as the outer sleeve or the
inner housing, or a different material. Preferably, the outer sleeve and the inner housing are
each formed from a single folded laminar blank, more preferably from a folded iaminar
cardboard blank. Preferably, the cardboard has a weight of between about 100 grams per

30 square metre and about 350 grams per square metre.

Containers according to the invention may be used as packages for a variety ot
consumer goods. In a particularly preferred embodiment, containers according to the
invention are used to package smoking articles. Containers according {o the invention may
be advantageously used to package smoking articles including, but not [imited io,

35  conventional iit-end cigarettes, cigars or cigarilies, heated smoking articles comprising a
combustible fuel eilement or heat source and an aerosol-generating substrate (for example
cigarettes of the type disclosed in US-A-4,714,082) and smoking aricles for use with



electrical smoking systems (for example cigarettes of the type disclosed in US-A-5,692,525).
Through an appropriate choice of the dimensions thereof, containers according to the invention may

be designed to hold different total numbers of smoking articles, or different arrangements of smoking
articles. For W¥h#iPM85¢#bugh an appropriate choice of the 5 dimensionstthEfE3f"e8AAIAers

according to the invention may be designed to hol@-a total of between ten and thirty smoking articles.
The smoking articles may be arranged in different collations, depending on the total number of
smoking elittizsl Forerasysiembdemakingarizneitassf the Mpaipstried BiHGrBR% %) seven,
eight, nine or temhéugﬁra{iuﬁbfom@tém@&iéwﬂﬂalemobs ﬁ{{é@w%ﬂmwﬁv@wﬁrﬂlﬁg&q@w& TTe two
or more rows nay contain the same nu of smoking articles. For exam e rticles
may be dﬂ‘é‘?{é{éﬂ i V\E)Oe SFI0F ﬁg|:}8 ,qé?@i Si&%ﬁ?%%ﬁﬁnméb oren® ‘%’8 05\)/,\1,%;% fi§%@%§n; or four
rows of fenramaementixofareakin cifticdRe. twoosr sBTPRWEIME) iRt ARTaPTERt HRIFOWE Bntaining

differgnt gyrebsiRé RRidNGGtithesstaRaririieinE alvexasRniRyiBe asaiag rrticldsmay be arranged
in: a row of five and a row 15 of six (5-6); a row of six and a row of seven (6-7); a row of seven and a
? gzﬁ\e l( a bfa

row of eigﬁ%{\fﬁ?g);eé‘ it oW OF Tive and two outer rows of six (6-5-6); a middle row of five and two

outer rows of seNnSmakiny; artidRidBaLRe I ERRgRH R Tstrat selptursidersnding, o HIBdRAow of six
and two Gabsp\WEsPhSeVE articiSs 7 Fon exisititel AnEQfmeNeE amitidwemayiss tomBgeidskx 4Gsifdly; a middle
row of nine and two_outer ro f el -9;8) jddl X W t .of five and
one outer TOW %?Dé’e%gevr? ?5? \%S Ring %%é’?éir@éﬁ%@o%%ﬂggé%g p e‘lﬁgézwnllté ?n&%ﬁt%% %}réﬁér?gégsmoking
articles oMREEEINE FPME off BPANA, BIMeRT8iFRWE TR R FOS BN RAM E 4 atREORT BB RRGTESsmoking
articles apgrsenaiing, arickesonith wetitass filigiipsrmayebarcamained, aisfiwelshs savekingigtticles of

arering IRAG'0- (o1, SHAT e WES )éémt, 3D A0 A0JPGY, dnelidipresample.

between about 4 mm and about 9 mm). In addition, the smoking articles mg{ differ in strength of taste,

resistanc@ RGP YR AATHURR N Ak feTous RN BRI (AWIRATH SERLIBE AL Bhtainer are
adapted to uzhestgén. df dhexampleinteasticikingartidae ejlditoarrahged smakivgdfiidesdiyivally, the

outefdimgngio, h.eég 1he S RaINgt ALE RF YR DARBUL 0D IR B RBAEBIgHaN-H)a

dimensions of undle or bundles of smokin B%artlﬁies housed insidfe the container. The
length, wiHEP S ARG AR RS R ERR TS e AR ) Bl A0 SUIRE Eled
position, tifesegsnl(zri-Over atidlimensiohshokitbtoonataerare ifitatTd ke adimiddisiony of alXypical
tdrisposabt'sfnbiﬂa?aﬁgep?&bsocgft%@m%l@afﬁﬁadma rowlee @Gﬁiawbwtﬁsg&"@ifmh ] ._Etlft(sacazprding to

e invention may be printed, 35 embossed, debassed ar ntherwise embellished with manufacturer or
brand gD LR AT A e e e o B S B oL o Wi
housihg obw ebfivained asecrdiigay ehegyssentinvention contains a WO

2010/066467P CI4RBRAGRI4O8AHY to the present invention may hold smoking articles of the same
type or brand, or of different types or brands. In addition, both filterless smoking articles and
smoking articies with various filter tips may be contained, as well as smoking articles of
differing length (for example, between about 40 mm and about 180 mm), diameter (for
‘25  example, between about 4 mm and about 9 mm). In addition, the smoking articles may differ
in strength of taste, resistance to draw and total particulate matter delivery. Preferably, the
dimensions of the container are adapted to the length of the smoking articles, and the
coltation of the smoking articles. Typically, the outer dimensions of the container are between
about 0.5 mm to about 5 mm targer than the dimensions of the bundle or bundles of smoking
3o articles housed inside the container.

The length, width and depth of containers according to the invention may be such
that, in the closed position, the resultant overall dimensions of the container are similar to the
dimensions of a typical disposabie hinge-lid pack of twenty cigarettes.

The exterior surfaces of containers according to the invention may be printed,

35  embossed, debossed or otherwise embellished with manufacturer or brand logos, trade
marks, slogans and other consumer information and indicia.

Where the inner housing of a container according to the present invention contains a



-7- bundle of cigarettes or other elongate smoking articles, the smoking articles are preferably
wrapped in an inner liner of, for example, metal foil or metallised paper. Once filled, containers
according to the invention may be shrink wrapped or otherwise over wrapped with a transparent
polymeric filtY 8% ©@&rhple, polyethylene or 5 polypropylene in a conv@RBGHAPMARHES. Where
containers according to the invention are over wrapped, the over wrapper may include one or more

tear tapes. The one or more tear tapes may extend in a transverse or longitudinal direction around the
containerbundleTtfeciagatigs rPiviinss elntisetedesekibedebiyiesaiher enelinglabrss Withreferablte to the
accompajyipe < aVARGSHET WEICHE, 10TigipId, ShewiSal epRiainRsceasaling to the present invention
with the inner hqusing.in a closed position.. Figure 2 s the container of Figure 1 in an open
osition and | OTER VG 48 I Sk e e A e B G e o R e
1 in the cRYSSd Wis@Rsise b siBor arsssErthy SPpIVInErite Bmtatheforo exmoniein RyakyianPanying
figures isgpifbepilane pf & tertanguhar prinieicpiped BacePRIRI R @M Ubethelenunhishand an inner
housing 14 mounted within the outer sleev inner housi 4 js intended f ing a
wrapped Bindiesr %Fggbgt?gg ,r ﬂ[ﬁ%ﬁhﬁ%ﬁs@c%% %%1% s%o@v%%n%tﬁ%%%ﬁey%n %ﬂee ?cﬂh%#%%%scription
of the coriéairfe2p eKteREHM 3 MaPpEIrsar Bgt TG EiRTeYer dRUNIdRPORIMfront” and "rear”, are
used to describgibenelative WoSiionhef cestrbae by ahihef exidipiemie, Wittanddrnee hotsing 14

when the _contal & 1 ila iH gi ,rﬁgﬁjtion, so that the inner housing 14 is slidable in a substantially
vertical dﬁg%c?l}gﬁ; tﬁﬁ'n t@gﬁmgter sleeve 12. The outer sleeve 12 comprises a front wall 16, a back wall,

a leftSide wall drigUiEbRPYS Sidenipine oPrdingi e oY e diveven SRRt Hibw
movemen afdbeedipesitonysing 14 out of the outer sleeve 12 during opening. In addition, the bottom

end of the outeri%%?gg ;@ﬁ%&g@éﬁh@pgpg@,@qc&g gp,agpgﬁ Mﬂﬁﬁ inghe bottom of the inner

housing 14 in order to move It to its open position. . , . .
Figures 3a and 3b show a partial, schematic cross section of the container of Figure 1

in the closed and open position, respectively.

15 The container 10 shown in the accompanying figures is in the shape of a rectangular
paraliclepiped and comprises an outer sleeve 12 and an inner housing 14 mounted within the
outer sleeve 12. The inner housing 14 is intended for housing a wrapped bundie of
cigarettes, although these are not shown in the figures.

in the following description of the container 10 the terms “upper” and “top”, “botiom”

20 and “lower” and “front” and “rear”, are used to describe the relative positions of components
of the outer sleeve 12 and inner housing 14 when the container is in an upright position, so
that the inner housing 14 is slidable in a substantially vertical direction within the outer sieeve
12

The outer sleeve 12 comprises a front wall 18, a back wall, a left side wall and a right

25  side wall 18. The top end of the outer sieeve 12 is open, to allow movement of the inner
housing 14 out of the outer sleeve 12 during opening. In addition, the bottom end of the
outer sleeve 12 is also open so that a force may be applied to the bottom of the inner
housing 14 in order to move it o its open position.

The inner housing 14 comprises a front wall 20, a back wall, a left side wall, a right

30 side wall 22, a top wall 24 and a bottom wall. The front wall 20 is of reduced height
compared to the back wall, so that the upper edge of the front wall 20 is below the top wall
24. This creates a rectangular access opening at the top of the front face of the inner housing
14, through which the cigareties within the inner housing 14 can be removed.

The transverse external cross-section of the inner housing 14 is substantially equal to

35  the transverse internal cross-section of the outer sleeve 12 so that frictional forces generated

between the outer surface of the inner housing 14 and the inner surface of the outer sleeve



The inner housing 14 comprises a front wall 20, a back wall, a left side wall, a right 30 side wall 22, a
top wall 24 and a bottom wall. The front wall 20 is of reduced height compared to the back wall, so that
the upper edge of the front wall 20 is below the top wall 24. This creates a rectangular access opening
at the top of Yhe 3éHPFei@e of the inner housing 14, through which the cigaP&€tEFHANITIHE inner
housing 14 can be removed. The transversetxternal cross-section of the inner housing 14 is
substantially equal to 35the transverse internal cross-section of the outer sleeve 12 so that frictional
forces gehérsitbstantiale aretaniotmevesigricd BlethRnrinkIUsingHy relptivsdientenedesalégee o the outer
sleeve W20 HokiRR46rR (sT4E#2009/009010 -8- 14 substantially prevent movement of the inner
housing 14 relative tg the outer sleeve.12 yntil sitive force.is gpplied. Figure 1 s s the
container 10 ik HADETE e A 2 DL o e B, e RS PRELG 8 Bler seeve
12 fully cohvefeomavaltdsssidpesivigr Fieevaelghiuby srversithr peenssisgenhandiiieehsigel efidese 12 are
substantigiheetidakisg 1BakH the: dossdspesiion thirnpsaatGinkddalloss hat Riajestdoaeythe ends

of the outer sleeyeclg,de [ah,24.00d botiomalsof e nsr osing A fhejepre famgpe top and
bottom Wgﬂs of the container 10. In US€E, 10 d%lir{ access o tﬁe consumer goods In the mner‘l)”lousing

14, the infifs PeitasThyyalls of i inauprvaieyrefaaiRiacs teerp therterened hottimiwa i efctisn indicated
by the arrgamtéirgrRigure 1. This is typically achieved through the application of a force to the bottom

Il of the i ' whj the | INg: | tudinall ive to th
outer sieeve 12 %%ﬂ%i?%ﬂ%%é?ﬁ?ﬁ%%ﬁ%&%ﬁ R e 2.

15In'the G9ERpbIfiBPUHES S HpER T IRtNE RS PUaETIBeYa RdtrisctrpaieniitaieefnEButer
sleeve 12aand theraCanse apening in thsidaontdedevetitiiecngerihe ugipizdtibis dxposed 30 that the

cigarettes, 6o D& ACHERRAner noddlhgRNNRY 18 REUW OGS HEGURoL+ RELIdESAGRIERLparallel.

opposed slits 26 which are longitudinally spaced apart and extend transversely across the front wall
16 relative to the outer sleeve 12 from the closed position shown in Figure 1 to the open position

shown in Figure 2.

15 in the open position, the upper part of the inner housing 14 protrudes from the fop of
the outer sleeve 12 and the access opening in the front face of the inner housing 14 is
exposed so that the cigarettes can be accessed.

The front wall 16 of the cuter sleeve 12 includes a pair of parallel, opposed slits 26
which are longitudinally spaced apart and extend fransversely across the front wall 16,

20 perpendicular to the direction of movement of the inner housing. The slits 26 are centrally
positioned in the transverse direction and are between 10 and 20 mm in length.

An elongate ribbon is inserted through each of the siits 26 and the ends of the
elongate ribbon 28 are connected to form a continuous band 28 around the portion of the
front wall 16 of the outer sleeve 12 between the slits 26. The width of the ribbon is similar to

'2s the length of the siits 26, so that transverse movement of the ribbon is substantially
prevented. The length of the ribbon is such that the perimeter of the continuous band 28 is
approximately twice the distance between the slits 26. This is to ensure that the band 28 is
relatively taut and lies flat against the adjacent walls of the outer sieeve 12 and the inner
housing 14. The ribbon is formed of a strip of transparent plastic film.

30 An external panel 30 is attached to the portion of the band 28 running along the
outside of the outer sleeve 12 at a first connection point 32, by means of a suitable adhesive.
As shown in Figures 1 and 3a, in the closed position of the inner housing 14, the first
connection point 32 between the band and the panel lies at the upper end of the belt 28. The
external panel 30 is therefore positioned towards the top of the front wall 16 of the outer

35  sleeve 12.

The portion of the band 28 running between the outer sieeve 12 and the inner
housing 14 is attached to the front wall 20 of the inner housing 14 at a second connection



zoperpendicular to the direction of movement of the inner housing. The slits 26 are centrally positioned
in the transverse direction and are between 10 and 20 mm in length. An elongate ribbon is
inserted through each of the slits 26 and the ends of the elongate ribbon 28 are connected to form a
continuous bARMEYE/YARd the portion of the front wall 16 of the outer sleBGERELHBNYEA the slits 26.
The width of the ribbon is similar to 25 the length-8f the slits 26, so that transverse movement of the
ribbon is substantially prevented. The length of the ribbon is such that the perimeter of the continuous
band 28 isdPpdxvdnagreviicatisuigitaebasbrveda BhowtindBoTiss i 20dkAsuie thactbeeBand 28 is

relatively fagtiondfige i@@%ﬁ@%ﬁ@%@bwﬂsm@mmptﬁ{tﬂe@eaiﬁe%@?fgﬂ?@éﬂ ﬁsmﬁaisin% 14.
The ribbop,is forme strip, of.trapsparent plastic film. 30An external panel 30.is attac to the
portion of%wea oa{nrpgr%grﬁariﬁ%f gigﬁgﬂi Sro%qgié)g 0 trg)gqt;u?gP 3 é%\i%eig’ réi gq?r%?cégﬂn%%‘ﬁgﬁ point 32,
by meandefeet ihirxtamatsrie! AQ apdiba itmdgies 1 and 3a, in the closed position of the inner

housing 14, the figstheanpectonspRintd32 b@v&a&mWﬁd@a{a@aﬂd tﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁ@g&ﬁ:ﬁl the &mp%fﬁd;]d of the
belt 28. T e e is, therefore positioned t rds the, tqp of the front wall 16 of the outer
35sleeve %%Sé& Egr%é?fgrt%o%%é?jﬂ?f%;ﬁfﬁ é% ?ﬂ}nﬁPr?%rb%wv%‘ggen}%ebé}&%?%lé&e%e%i a?r%d theThner

housing RNi§'atfaipRAIEWRN froHtiSviAl IR SRifeSHHeraRIsm Paach Bl e anve cometofionyo
2011)/0664A ABGT #R2A6H 296 10 iDtHeadnt by theanswira istitakle aathesirowAsnshigus in Figures

L and 3,7 {ge;cloged posifien of the Ineienausing. &4 /b8 2ecPnd senaselion Rail 34 hetween the
onﬁ(Tbang tt\%rl Jgé % sﬁgt t%

inner housing 14 a 28 lies a lower end of the belt, opposite the first Connection point 32
betw@en AP AR IR AR ANCRYEREBHL RN graphies RS Pdtiethy elarediRteYRRRG 4% towards

its open pbsitiarsutherbelt 28 is caused to move around the portion of outer sleeve 12 between the slits

20, 1n an anticlogky RN SRIAR upliarR WILGRLAPS i SHRIMARMIPHALIR BIaKe iR fhe ront wal

16 of the outer sleeve 12 in the direction of the arrow B, into the position shown In Figure 2 and 3a.

The area Bfth& RS i 1KY Bisrarasisieol I1hRRIR BvehiRipPerauskensa theoperiel 30 is
therefore esmeevtvagentidrbetyreghtbs smndrtbatipngtetandtirat asd 28 revcadedrio uppecelits2ner.

16 further rotation of the band 28, and therefore further upwards movement of the inner housing
14, is not possible.

The outer sleeve 12 and inner housing 14 of the container 10 are both formed from
cardboard laminar blanks. The laminar blank for forming the inner housing 14 is of a similar
construction to that used to form the slide of a conventional slide and shell container. The

20 inner housing 14 may be formed around the wrapped bundie of smoking articles, in the
conventional manner. The laminar blank for forming the outer sleeve 12 is also of a similar
construction to that used to form the outer sleeve of conventional containers, except that the
front wall panel of the blank is provided with two slits 26, as described above.

The elongate ribbon is inserted through the siits 26 and the ends of the ribbon joined

25  together to form the continuous band 28. The outer sieeve 12 is then assembled around the
inner housing 14, with the band giued to the front wall 20 of the inner housing 14 at the
second connection point 34, as described above. The external panel 30, aiso formed of
sheet cardboard, is glued to the band on the outside of the front wall of the outer sieeve at
the first connection point 32, either before or after assembly of the outer sleeve around the

30 inner housing. Finally, the assembled and filled container 10 is overwrapped with a
transparent wrapper in the conventional manner.

Although the inner housing 14 of the container 10 shown in the figures and described
above is of a reiatively simple construction, with an access opening in the front face, it will be
appreciated that many other constructions of inner housing would also be compatible with

35 the present invention. For example, as mentioned above, the inner housing may include one
or more hinge lids which may optionally be connected fo the outer sleeve such that they

open automatically when the inner housing is moved upwards out of the outer sleeve.



The extent of the upwards movement of the inner housing 14 out of the top of the outer sleeve 12 is
limited by the presence of the band 28. This is because once the second connection point 34 between
the inner housing 14 and the band 28 reaches the upper slit 26, 16 further rotation of the band 28, and
therefore furth@EB&HY movement of the inner housing 14, is not possibfe EF20PHE%Ukr sleeve 12
and inner housing 14 of the container 10 are bothférmed from cardboard laminar blanks. The laminar

blank for forming the inner housing 14 is of a similar construction to that used to form the slide of a
conventional slilenihbissaefireoiatathdratrwbilstonriher evobriigent deagrivedorbewd. dheufdier@wrapped

bundle of,ampkinehaiitdasein e roRvRalicTalHa BueT sHeedaMNaahtde iRt tarsragvde puter sleeve

12 is also of a similay, construction to that.ysed.to form the, outer sleeye of.conventiopal containers,
except thg.'tofhnéef%n %’v%(?f?ocanvé l’gf%g%elgﬂléﬁﬁ %(r%v\f’c?je% (\;/}vi et\?v%egﬁfs‘é%?aé:\gggs&:%é.%g a%%\?f The
elongate HBbwfils nsbaainbroimsntidesdriberbannveiHbeAsEss CREAHE IR HAVIERdID B dteRlr to form
the contingushanrdirSerTheuaiier slesvr lisihnriassepRiadsr annshthednner dinesiaget4, with the
band glu the front wall 20 of the.inner housing 14 at the second tion point 34, as described
above. T%@x%‘?ﬁﬁ‘&é%@?%ﬂ?glg%u g’r?nn(ge 5 s'heexg?%da?gghgrocfi?sﬁgi’u@ge ?@%ﬁe band on the outside of
the front wall of ABayate insieevaing thadmendinh e dis rPrRseRispveins: HBfoROERMENda8E&MRbly of the
outer slequptar@ng Ol 3psnNariUsingphreaiivdhraasarmblact and dlemeanmaines 14 e _
OV erraD e Rl A SRS U UREY WRROBYARUIARETBAARRY war, MHIBR ALY 8 EHARY housing
S ibe at |

t
14 of the container own in the figures and descr above isofare mple construction,

ively s
with '@n abeaedirshith id Bk FHb MR WRIGH B dppntbRutibacar Ramy ek %ﬁgﬁﬁ%@ng of inner
housing waLlkst alspréeaenpatibieistith 186 thetpiresafesiritentiabo Jeo thaxampldoasingepbeed above,
the Inner RYIRIRGIYLAR Be AR UENGP dsopbicBIR-ORTeNALYRERERAF R he outer

sleeve such that they open automatically when the inner housing iIs moved upwards out of the outer
sleeve. m%@@%@&@%@@’@%%@@@%@ﬂ?@i?)- It will be appreciated that whilst in the
embodiment described above, the external panel is mounted on the front wall of the outer sleeve, the
panekcould alternatively be mounted on the back wall, or one of the side walls of the sleeve. Also, it
will be appreciated that whilst in the embodiment described above, the access opening is provided in
the front 5 face of the inner housing, it could alternatively be provided in one of the other faces.
Furthermore, the opening could, if desired, extend over more than one face. Although in
containers according to the present invention, the bottom end of the container is fully open, it will be
appreciated that this is not an essential feature of the invention and the outer sleeve may alternatively
include a bottom wall, which may optionally



10 be provided with a cut out through which the inner housing can be pushed. Furthermore, it will be
appreciated that whilst in the container described above, the inner housing projects through the top
end of the outer sleeve in the open position, it could alternatively project through another end or side of
the outer sleeve. 15 11 CLAIMS 1. A container comprising: an outer sleeve; an inner housing
contained within the outer sleeve and moveable félative to the outer sleeve between a closed position
and an opeAiptssition; an external panel visible on the outer sleeve and mounted for movement
along a first wall of the outer sleeve; and a linking device connecting the external panel to the inner
housing such that movement of the inner housing between the closed position and the open position
brings abbut méVERERSCIEPERSnal panel along the first wall of the outer sleeve, wherein the linking
device passes tiraugn giagver more openings in the outer sleeve, 2. A container according to claim 1

wherein the linking-device.nagsesiimeyoinat leasnaerees andelibaruiassieeyene Sufscontainer

according to claim 1 or 2 wherein the linking device is.an elongate ribbon, the ends of which are
optionally &6 MBRIEEEHASINTE BSRERNGTS BASA® WP R litainer according to any preceding claim
wherein the parsel axtetinhesrisbuisinlg arettonriscdeesgaanevapunegdpienarer gt Petdifg are
moveablgip spbstantiallyeppasite directions. 5. A container according to any preceding claim

wherein the inner hotising.comprises & body.parfion and.aJdpogion gapnegiglfo.ths by portion
along a hinge life EX{&hd g dacross a w4l of the inner ousing. 8 A container according to any

precedingneksmerinersia theePrSTSUBRIYEESHN SRS Sh RREEs FFLHIAP IR APREEBVEIEE by the outer
sleeve whga thadnaesmosising dstinrhiesslesesbpgsiionandaat deass persiaiz@xpasedshiaa the inner

housing If?n Qng]ge%%%npggsgg nr'ough one Of More op}eniﬂgs in the outer sieave.
2. A container according to claim 1 wherein the linking device passes through at lsast

one open end of the outer slgeve.

3. A container according to claim 1 or 2 wherein the linking device is an elongate

ribban, the ends of which are optionally connected to form a continuous band.

4, A container according to any preceding claim wherein the panel and inner housing
are connected such that the panel and inner housing are moveable in substantially opposite

directions.

5. A container according to any preceding claim wherein the inner housing comprises a
body portion and a lid portion connected to the box portion along a hinge line extending

across a wall of the inner housing.

€. A container according to any preceding claim wherein the inner housing comprises
an access opening which is covered by the outer sleeve when the inner housing is in the
closed position and at least partially exposed when the inner housing is in the open position.

7. A container according to any preceding claim wherein the linking device is formed of

a different material to the outer sleave.

8. A container according o any preceding claim wherein the linking device is arranged
so as to restrict or substantially prevent movement of the inner housing beyond the open

positian,



7,A container according to any preceding claim wherein the linking device is formed of a different
material to the outer sleeve. B.A container according to any preceding claim wherein the linking device
is arranged so as to restrict or substantially prevent movement of the inner housing beyond the open
position. 12 9.A container according to any precedlng claim comprising a plurality of smoking articles
in the inner housing. 12

9. A container according io any preceding claim comprising a piurality of smoking
articies in the inar housing.



