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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. An information processing apparatus configured to
ntrol an operation of software based on an issued license,
1formation processing apparatus comprising:
| a holding means configured to hold a serial
number input to issue a first license for controlling the
operation of the software;

a reéaytion means configured to receive an input
of a serial numb*» required to issue a seccnd license for
controlling the opexation of the software at a different
version;

a checking meahy configured to check whether the
serial number correspondintbto the first license held by
the holding means and the S‘_ial number received by the
reception means are different frodm each other; and

a control means confijured to control the
software based on the Secdnd”licensé 4ssued by a licensing
server based on the serial number recei§~d by the reception
means along with returning the first icense to the
licensing server, if the checking means coniNrms that the
serial number corresponding to the first license held by
the holding means and the serxial number receivec‘

reception means are different from each other.

2. The information processing apparatus according t¥Y

claim 1, wherein the. control means does not return the
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first license to the licensing server, if the checking
means confirms that the serial number corresponding to the
\first license held by the holding means and the serial
n7yoer received by the reception means are the same as each

othex.

e information processing apparatus according to

helding means, | he other 1license peing issued by the
licensing server baged on a same serial number from the
serial number receivéc by the reception means and alreédy
held by the holding mean$, together with the first license
to the licensing server, lf the checking means confirms
that the serial number correSinding to the first license
that is held by the holding me¥ns and the serial number

received by the reception means e different from each

other.

4. The information processing apparafus according to
any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the hecking means
further checks whether product information contaNned in the
first license and product information of the softWware that
cperates under the control based on the second licenNe are
different from each other, +the further check b?'ng

performed if the checking means confirms that the seria¥

number corresponding to the first license and the serial
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number received by the reception means are different,

wherein the control means returns the first

\license to the licensing server, if the checking means

that the product information contained in the

whekein the control means does not return the
first license. po the licensing server, if the checking
means confirms tVat the product information contained in
the first license \and the product information of the
software that operaﬁ*, under the control based on the
second license are different, and
wherein the prodd¢t information is information
assigned in such a manner \that common information is

assigned to same software aRplications at different

versions.

5. The information processing appayatus according to
claim 4, wherein the checking means furthex checks whether
the software that operates under the control\ based on the
second license supports the software that opeXates under
the control based on the first license, if thé checking
means confirms that the product information contaiNed in
the first license and the product information of- the

software that operates under the control based on th\g

second license are different from each other,
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wherein the contrcl means returns the first

license to the 1licensing server if the checking means

\confirms that the software that operates under the control

paed on the second license does not support the software

that\operates under the control based on the first license,
and
erein the control means does not return the
first liceﬁ g to the licensing sexrver, if the checking
means confirmé that the software that operates under the
control based 05 ;he second license supports the software

that operates under \che control based on the first license.

6. The information Yprocessing apparatus according to

claim 4 or 5, wherein, 1if e checking means confirms that

the product information contaMed in the first license and
the product information of the sdftware that operates under

the control based on the second licknse are the same,

the control means returns tRe first license, if

thevchecking means confirms that the sofsware that operates
under the control based on the second ‘lfcense does not
support software that operates under contrcy based on a
third license that is issued based on a same seXial number
as the first license and contains different \ product
information from the product information of the
license, and

the control means does not return the firsk

license, if the checking means confirms that the software
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that operates under the control based on the second license

supports the software that operates under the control based

 'n the third license.

The information processing apparatus according to
any ond, of claims 1 to 6, wherein the software that
operates der the control based on the second license is
add-in softwyre for extending a function of the software
that operates >sder the control based on the first license.
8. A methoa  to be performed by an information
processing apparatus Copfigured to control an operation of
software based on an issujd license, the method comprising:
holding a serial \pumber input to issue a first
license for controlling the opRration of the software;
receiving an input of a\serial number required to
issue a second license for controll\ng the operation of the
software at a different version;
checking whether the serial n\ber corresponding
to the held first license and the receivdd serial number
are different from each other; and
controlling the software based on he second
license issued by a licensing server based on the\received
serial number along with returning the first license Xo the
licensing server, if it is confirmed that the serial nuMper

corresponding to the held first license and the receive\

serial number are different from each other.
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9. A program to be executed by an information

:»processing apparatus confiqured to control an operation of

sXftware based on an issued license to perform a method,
the ;ethod comprising the steps of:
u holding a serial number input to issue a first

license f&r controlling the operation of the software;

reu:iving an input of a serial number required to
issue a secondvaicense for controlling the operation of the
software at a dikaerent version;

checking Q\ether the serial number corresponding
to the held first licéase and the serial number received in
the receiving step are dnNfferent from each other; and

controlling the \software based on the second
license 1issued by a licensindy, server based on the serial
number received in the receivind\ step along with returning
the first license to the licending server, if it is
confirmed in the checking sfep th-r the serial nuhger
corresponding to the held first licens® and the received

serial number are different from each othe
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. An information processing apparatus configured to control an operation of software based
on an issued license, the information processing apparatus comprising:

a holding means configured to hold a serial number input to issue a first license for
controlling the operation of the software;

a reception means configured to receive an input of a serial number required to issue a
second license for controlling the operation of the software at a different version;

a checking means configured to check whether the serial number, corresponding to
the first license, held by the holding means and the serial number received by the reception
means are different from each other; and

a control means configured to control the software based on the second license issued
by a licensing server based on the serial number received by the reception means along with
returning the first license to the licensing server, if the checking means confirms that the
serial number, corresponding to the first license, held by the holding means and the serial
number received by the reception means are different from each other,

wherein the control means returns to the licensing server, together with the first
license, all licenses that are licenses other than the first license of which serial number is held
by the holding means, the other licenses being issued by the licensing server based on a serial
number which is same as the serial number corresponding to the first license and is already
held by the holding means, if the checking means confirms that the serial number,
corresponding to the first license, held by the holding means and the serial number received
by the reception means are different from each other.

2. The information processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the control means
does not return the first license to the licensing server, if the checking means confirms that
the serial number, corresponding to the first license, held by the holding means and the serial

number received by the reception means are the same as each other.

3. The information processing apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the checking
means further checks whether product information contained in the first license and product
information of the software that operates under the control based on the second license are
different from each other, the further check being performed if the checking means confirms
that the serial number corresponding to the first license and the serial number received by the
reception means are different from each other,

wherein the control means returns the first license to the licensing server, if the
checking means confirms that the product information contained in the first license and the
product information of the software that operates under the control based on the second
license are the same,
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wherein the control means does not return the first license to the licensing server, if
the checking means confirms that the product information contained in the first license and
the product information of the software that operates under the control based on the second
license are different from each other, and

wherein the product information is information assigned in such a manner that
common information is assigned to same software applications at different versions.

4. The information processing apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the checking means
further checks whether the software that operates under the control based on the second
license supports the software that operates under the control based on the first license, if the
checking means confirms that the product information contained in the first license and the
product information of the software that operates under the control based on the second
license are different from each other,

wherein the control means returns the first license to the licensing server if the
checking means confirms that the software that operates under the control based on the
second license does not support the software that operates under the control based on the first
license, and

wherein the control means does not return the first license to the licensing server, if
the checking means confirms that the software that operates under the control based on the
second license supports the software that operates under the control based on the first license.

5. The information processing apparatus according to claim 3 or 4, wherein, if the checking
means confirms that the product information contained in the first license and the product
information of the software that operates under the control based on the second license are
the same,

the control means returns the first license, if the checking means confirms that the
software that operates under the control based on the second license does not support
7777777 software that operates under control based on a third license that is issued based on a same

serial number as the first license and contains different product information from the product
information of the first license, and

the control means does not return the first license, if the checking means confirms that
the software that operates under the control based on the second license supports the software
that operates under the control based on the third license.

6. The information processing apparatus according to any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the
software that operates under the control based on the second license is add-in software for
extending a function of the software that operates under the control based on the first license.

7. A method to be performed by an information processing apparatus configured to control an
operation of software based on an issued license, the method comprising:
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holding a serial number input to issue a first license for controlling the operation of
the software;

receiving an input of a serial number required to issue a second license for controlling
the operation of the software at a different version;

checking whether the serial number corresponding to the held first license and the
received serial number are different from each other;

controlling the software based on the second license issued by a licensing server
based on the received serial number along with returning the first license to the licensing
server, if it is confirmed that the serial number corresponding to the held first license and the
received serial number are different from each other,

and returning to the licensing server, together with the first license, all licenses that
are licenses other than the first license of which serial number is held, the other licenses being
issued by the licensing server based on a serial number which is same as the serial number
corresponding to the held first license, if it is confirmed in the checking step that the serial
number corresponding to the held first license and the received serial number are different
from each other.

8. A program to be executed by an information processing apparatus configured to control an
operation of software based on an issued license to perform a method, the method comprising
the steps of:

holding a serial number input to issue a first license for controlling the operation of
the software;

receiving an input of a serial number required to issue a second license for controlling
the operation of the software at a different version;

checking whether the serial number corresponding to the held first license and the
“serial number received in the receiving step are different from each other;

controlling the software based on the second license issued by a licensing server
based on the serial number received in the receiving step along with returning the first license
to the licensing server, if it is confirmed in the checking step that the serial number
corresponding to the held first license and the received serial number are different from each
other,

and returning to the licensing server, together with the first license, all licenses that
are licenses other than the first license of which serial number is held in the holding step, the
other licenses being issued by the licensing server based on a serial number which is same as
the serial number corresponding to the first license and is already held in the holding step, if
it is confirmed in the checking step that the serial number corresponding to the held first
license and the received serial number are different from each other.
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