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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

V 1. An information processing apparatus configured to 

control an operation of software based on an issued license, 

the information processing apparatus comprising: 

\ a holding means configured to hold a serial 

number input to issue a first license for controlling the 

operation of\the software; 

a reception means configured to receive an input 

of a serial numbec required to issue a second license for 

controlling the operation of the software at a different 

version; \ 

a checking means, configured to check whether the 

serial number corresponding^ to the first license held by 

the holding means and the serial number received by the 

reception means are different from each other; and 

a control means configured to control the 

software based on the second licenseVssued by a licensing 

server based on the serial number received by the reception 

means along with returning the first ̂ icense to the 

licensing server, if the checking means conMris that the 

serial number corresponding to the first license held by 

the holding means and the serial number received by the 

reception means are different from each other. \ 

2. The information processing apparatus according 

claim 1, wherein the control means does not return the 
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\ first license to the licensing server, if the checking 

\ means confirms that the serial number corresponding to the 

\first license held by the holding means and the serial 

number received by the reception means are the same as each 

othe\. 

3. The information processing apparatus according to 

claim 1 or 1 wherein the control means returns a license 

{ that is a lice\se other than the first license held by the 

holding means, Bhe other license being issued by the 

licensing server based on a same serial number from the 

serial number receiveck by the reception means and already 

held by the holding means,, together with the first license 

to the licensing server, the checking means confirms 

that the serial number corresponding to the first license 

that is held by the holding meVns and the serial number 

received by the reception means are different from each 

^ other. \ 

4. The information processing appara!\us according to 

any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the checking means 

further checks whether product information contained in the 

first license and product information of the software that 

operates under the control based on the second licerrfce are 

different from each other, the further check being 

performed if the checking means confirms that the seria\ 

number corresponding to the first license and the serial 

- 51 -



\ 10155166SG01 

\ number received by the reception means are different, 

\ wherein the control means returns the first 

Yicense to the licensing server, if the checking means 

confirms that the product information contained in the 

firs\ license and the product information of the software 

that operates under the control based on the second license 

are the same, 

wherein the control means does not return the 

first license M:o the licensing server, if the checking 

means confirms t\at the product information contained in 

the first license \and the product information of the 

software that operates under the control based on the 

second license are different, and 

wherein the product information is information 

assigned in such a manner \that common information is 

assigned to same software applications at different 

versions. \ 

t \ 

5. The information processing apparatus according to 

claim 4, wherein the checking means furthet checks whether 

the software that operates under the controls based on the 

second license supports the software that opiates under 

the control based on the first license, if the \c:hecking 

means confirms that the product information contai^d in 

the first license and the product information of ̂ .he 

software that operates under the control based on tffie 

second license are different from each other, 
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wherein the control means returns the first 

license to the licensing server if the checking means 

^confirms that the software that operates under the control 

bateed on the second license does not support the software 

that\pperates under the control based on the first license, 

and \ 

wherein the control means does not return the 

first license to the licensing server, if the checking 

means confirms\ that the software that operates under the 

control based on\the second license supports the software 

that operates underVhe control based on the first license. 

6. The informationNprocessing apparatus according to 

claim 4 or 5, wherein, if rfee checking means confirms that 

the product information contained in the first license and 

the product information of the software that operates under 

the control based on the second license are the same, 

the control means returns tfce first license, if 

the checking means confirms that the sof^are that operates 

under the control based on the second ricense does not 

support software that operates under control based on a 

third license that is issued based on a same serial number 

as the first license and contains different \ product 

information from the product information of the\first 

license, and \ 

the control means does not return the firsV 

license, if the checking means confirms that the software 
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that operates under the control based on the second license 

supports the software that operates under the control based 

Son the third license. 

\ The information processing apparatus according to 

any on\ of claims 1 to 6, wherein the software that 

operates under the control based on the second license is 

add-in software for extending a function of the software 

that operates leader the control based on the first license. 

8. A method \to be performed by an information 

processing apparatus configured to control an operation of 

software based on an issuted license, the method comprising: 

holding a serial\iumber input to issue a first 

license for controlling the operation of the software; 

receiving an input of a\serial number required to 

issue a second license for controlling the operation of the 

software at a different version; \ 

checking whether the serial number corresponding 

to the held first license and the received serial number 

are different from each other; and \ 

controlling the software based on Nthe second 

license issued by a licensing server based on the^received 

serial number along with returning the first license\o the 

licensing server, if it is confirmed that the serial nui^Der 

corresponding to the held first license and the received 

serial number are different from each other. 
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9. A program to be executed by an information 

^processing apparatus configured to control an operation of 

software based on an issued license to perform a method, 

the i^ethod comprising the steps of: 

\ holding a serial number input to issue a first 

license fa^r controlling the operation of the software; 

recteiving an input of a serial number required to 

issue a second\license for controlling the operation of the 

software at a different version; 

checking wWether the serial number corresponding 

to the held first license and the serial number received in 

the receiving step are different from each other; and 

controlling the \software based on the second 

license issued by a licensing, server based on the serial 

number received in the receivings step along with returning 

the first license to the licencing server, if it is 

confirmed in the checking step that the serial number 

corresponding to the held first licensfe and the received 

serial number are different from each othe\ 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. An information processing apparatus configured to control an operation of software based 
on an issued license, the information processing apparatus comprising: 

a holding means configured to hold a serial number input to issue a first license for 
controlling the operation of the software; 

a reception means configured to receive an input of a serial number required to issue a 
second license for controlling the operation of the software at a different version; 

a checking means configured to check whether the serial number, corresponding to 
the first license, held by the holding means and the serial number received by the reception 
means are different from each other; and 

a control means configured to control the software based on the second license issued 
by a licensing server based on the serial number received by the reception means along with 
returning the first license to the licensing server, if the checking means confirms that the 
serial number, corresponding to the first license, held by the holding means and the serial 
number received by the reception means are different from each other, 

wherein the control means returns to the licensing server, together with the first 
license, all licenses that are licenses other than the first license of which serial number is held 
by the holding means, the other licenses being issued by the licensing server based on a serial 
number which is same as the serial number corresponding to the first license and is already 
held by the holding means, if the checking means confirms that the serial number, 
corresponding to the first license, held by the holding means and the serial number received 
by the reception means are different from each other. 

2. The information processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the control means 
does not return the first license to the licensing server, if the checking means confirms that 
the serial number, corresponding to the first license, held by the holding means and the serial 
number received by the reception means are the same as each other. 

3. The information processing apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the checking 
means further checks whether product information contained in the first license and product 
information of the software that operates under the control based on the second license are 
different from each other, the further check being performed if the checking means confirms 
that the serial number corresponding to the first license and the serial number received by the 
reception means are different from each other, 

wherein the control means returns the first license to the licensing server, if the 
checking means confirms that the product information contained in the first license and the 
product information of the software that operates under the control based on the second 
license are the same, 



wherein the control means does not return the first license to the licensing server, if 
the checking means confirms that the product information contained in the first license and 
the product information of the software that operates under the control based on the second 
license are different from each other, and 

wherein the product information is information assigned in such a manner that 
common information is assigned to same software applications at different versions. 

4. The information processing apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the checking means 
further checks whether the software that operates under the control based on the second 
license supports the software that operates under the control based on the first license, if the 
checking means confirms that the product information contained in the first license and the 
product information of the software that operates under the control based on the second 
license are different from each other, 

wherein the control means returns the first license to the licensing server if the 
checking means confirms that the software that operates under the control based on the 
second license does not support the software that operates under the control based on the first 
license, and 

wherein the control means does not return the first license to the licensing server, if 
the checking means confirms that the software that operates under the control based on the 
second license supports the software that operates under the control based on the first license. 

5. The information processing apparatus according to claim 3 or 4, wherein, if the checking 
means confirms that the product information contained in the first license and the product 
information of the software that operates under the control based on the second license are 
the same, 

the control means returns the first license, if the checking means confirms that the 
software that operates under the control based on the second license does not support 
software that operates under control based on a third license that is issued based on a same 
serial number as the first license and contains different product information from the product 
information of the first license, and 

the control means does not return the first license, if the checking means confirms that 
the software that operates under the control based on the second license supports the software 
that operates under the control based on the third license. 

6. The information processing apparatus according to any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the 
software that operates under the control based on the second license is add-in software for 
extending a function of the software that operates under the control based on the first license. 

7. A method to be performed by an information processing apparatus configured to control an 
operation of software based on an issued license, the method comprising: 



holding a serial number input to issue a first license for controlling the operation of 
the software; 

receiving an input of a serial number required to issue a second license for controlling 
the operation of the software at a different version; 

checking whether the serial number corresponding to the held first license and the 
received serial number are different from each other; 

controlling the software based on the second license issued by a licensing server 
based on the received serial number along with returning the first license to the licensing 
server, if it is confirmed that the serial number corresponding to the held "first license and the 
received serial number are different from each other, 

and returning to the licensing server, together with the first license, all licenses that 
are licenses other than the first license of which serial number is held, the other licenses being 
issued by the licensing server based on a serial number which is same as the serial number 
corresponding to the held first license, if it is confirmed in the checking step that the serial 
number corresponding to the held first license and the received serial number are different 
from each other. 

8. A program to be executed by an information processing apparatus configured to control an 
operation of software based on an issued license to perform a method, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

holding a serial number input to issue a first license for controlling the operation of 
the software; 

receiving an input of a serial number required to issue a second license for controlling 
the operation of the software at a different version; 

checking whether the serial number corresponding to the held first license and the 
serial number received in the receiving step are different from each other; 

controlling the software based on the second license issued by a licensing server 
based on the serial number received in the receiving step along with returning the first license 
to the licensing server, if it is confirmed in the checking step that the serial number 
corresponding to the held first license and the received serial number are different from each 
other, 

and returning to the licensing server, together with the first license, all licenses that 
are licenses other than the first license of which serial number is held in the holding step, the 
other licenses being issued by the licensing server based on a serial number which is same as 
the serial number corresponding to the first license and is already held in the holding step, if 
it is confirmed in the checking step that the serial number corresponding to the held first 
license and the received serial number are different from each other. 


