The present invention provides a process of producing a vinyl acetate

pol yner by honopol ynmeri zation of a vinyl acetate nonomer or _
copol yneri zation of a vinyl acetate nononer and anot her copol yneri zabl e
conononer, wherein a polynerization initiator is an organi c peroxide having
a half life at 60[err]C of 10 to 110 mi nutes, and a polynerization |iquid
contains at |east one carboxylic acid or its salt, said carboxylic acid
bei ng selected from the group consisting of a hydroxycarboxylic acid and a
pol ycarboxylic acid. According to the process of producing a vinyl acetate
pol ynmer of the present invention, the amobunt of soluble matters is
decreased ABSTRACTEOFR T4l BISQe@SUMRED by saponification of the vinyl -
acetate polyner, the amount of insoluble matters is decreased in a solvent
for preparing a sol uti oPRGESSHE FREBUCING|VIHHe|ACEBATEBPLBBRaI ned by

saponi fication of the vinyl acetate polyner, the transparency of the

sol ution of theThempresentioventigropsovideshtprboess d/prosuping avinyl iscetaté t he
vinyl acetate polymer is inproved, and the odor of the vinyl alcohol

pol yner obpelynest ty hesnopalymerization affa viny! acetate manomer @'ol ynmer is

decr eased.
copolymerization of a vinyl acetate monomer and another copolymerizable
comonomer, wherein a polymerization initiator is an organic peroxide having
a half life at 60°C of 10 to 110 minutes, and a polymerization liquid contains at
least one carboxylic acid or its salt, said carboxylic acid being selected from
the group consisting of a hydroxycarboxylic acid and a polycarboxylic acid.
According to the process of producing a vinyl acetate polymer of the present
invention, the amount of soluble matters is decreased in a waste liquid
generated by saponification of the vinyl acetate polymer, the amount of
_insoluble matters is decreased in a solvent for preparing a solution of the vinyl
alcohol polymer obtained by saponification of the vinyl acetate polymer, the
transparency of the solution of the vinyl alcohol polymer obtained by
saponification of the vinyl acetate polymer is improved, and the odor of the
vihyl alcohol polymer obtained by saponification of the vinyl acetate polymer is

decreased.



