PP hvention relates to a circuit arrangement for igniting and operating
#di sgcharge lanp (La), provided with I nput termnals (K1,K2) for connecti
to a DC vol tage source, a commutator (COM coupled to the input term nafs

and provided w . terminals (Kk3,K4) for connecting th ; rge
| anp (La)Pm‘ow'@S)mmt ating a ?urrent t hrough the di scﬁ%‘raa;@?irrp
(La), a branch A which is conducting in both directions at |east for
alternati current, of which branch a first end is connected to
an i nput &ehid dredngetient. and a further end is connected to the
comut ator (COM), and which branch conprises an inductive elenent L shunted
by a branch B which conprises a uni di rectional elenent (D), a
branch C which connects a further input termnal to the conmutator (COV,
and an ignition circuit (S) for igniting the discharge |anp.

According to the invention, the unidirectional elenent (D)is so included in
t he branch B t hat e.branch conducts a current- at | east inmediately

after ignition of INepARAvEnNoR selates t 3 pircyit arrangement foF igniting and, eperating Aat a
| anp Opeﬁ%ﬁ&g@ﬁaxﬂﬁﬁ'ﬁ),?m@iﬁ@d wifhl Fcuit arrangenent has good take-over

properti es.
- input terminals (K1,K2) for connection to a DC voltage source,
- a commutator (COM) coupled to the input terminals and provided with
5 terminals (K3,K4) for connecting the discharge lamp (La), for commutating a

current through the discharge lamp (La),

- a branch A which is conducting in both directions at least for alternating
current, of which branch a first end is connected to an input terminal (K2) and
a further end is connected to the commutator (COM), and which branch

10 comprises an inductive element L shunted by a branch B which comprises a

unidirectional element (D),

- a branch C which connects a further input terminal to the commutator (COM),
and

- an ignition circuit (S) for igniting the discharge lamp.

15 According to the invention, the unidirectional element (D)is so included in
the branch B that the branch B conducts a current at least immediately after ignition of
the discharge lamp (La). It is achieved thereby that a lamp operated by means of the
circuit arrangement has good take-over properties.

20 Fig. 1.
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