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(57) Abstract: An electric iron having a housing (1) and a soleplate (2) in which at least one outlet opening (10;15;34;45) is pro-
vided, means (8;19;28;39;43) for generating a fine liquid spray or foam or steam, and means (5) for delivering said generated fine
liquid spray or foam or steam through said outlet opening. According to the invention, the iron is provided with detection means
(12,14;22,23;35,36:49) for detecting the presence of a surface (7a) in the proximity of the sleplate (2) and for generating a detec-
tion signal in response to said detection, and with control means (6) for controlling the delivery of said fine liquid spray or foam
or steam in response of said detection signal. For example, the detection means comprise a movable spring-loaded contact element
(12) located in the soleplate (2), said element (12) activating a switch (14) for generating said signal when the soleplate is positioned
against said surface (7a) and thus depresses said element (12).
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