
















































25 

 

CLAIMS 

The invention claimed is:  

 

1.  A ride system, comprising:  

a tunnel;  

a vehicle ride path in the tunnel, wherein the vehicle ride path comprises a track including a 

first track section and a second track section, wherein the second track section is disposed on a motion 

base; an entrance disposed at a first end of the tunnel;  

a second end of the tunnel, wherein the second end of the tunnel is configured to move 

relative to the first end of the tunnel;  

one or more walls of the tunnel, wherein the tunnel is curved such that the second end of the 

tunnel is not visible from an intermediate position located on the track, between the first end of the 

tunnel and the second end of the tunnel, wherein the second track section is configured to disconnect 

from the first track section when one or more ride vehicles are at the intermediate position;  

a set piece conveyance mechanism configured to convey set pieces along a length of the 

vehicle ride path; and a projection system configured to project images onto the one or more walls of 

the tunnel.  

 

2.  The ride system of claim 1, wherein the projection system comprises one or more projectors 

disposed outside of the tunnel and wherein the one or more walls are translucent.  

 

3.  The ride system of claim 2, comprising additional walls that are not translucent.  

 

4.  The ride system of claim 1, wherein the projection system comprises one or more self-

illuminating panels disposed on or forming the one or more walls.  

 

5.  The ride system of claim 1, wherein the one or more ride vehicles are configured to move 

along the vehicle ride path.  

 

6.  The ride system of claim 1, wherein the projection system is configured to detect a location of 

the one or more ride vehicles and to display images that simulate increased acceleration through the 

tunnel as the one or more vehicles move from the entrance to the intermediate position.  
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7.  The ride system of claim 6, wherein the tunnel comprises an exit at the second end of the 

tunnel, and wherein the projection system is configured to display images that simulate deceleration 

as the one or more ride vehicles move from the intermediate position to the exit.  

 

8.  The ride system of claim 1, comprising a wind generation system configured to blow air 

toward the one or more ride vehicles disposed on the vehicle ride path.  

 

9.  The ride system of claim 1, comprising a platform disposed inside the tunnel at the 

intermediate position, wherein the platform is coupled to the motion base.  

 

10.  The ride system of claim 1, comprising a turntable disposed inside the tunnel at the 

intermediate position.  

 

11.  The ride system of claim 1, wherein the set piece conveyance mechanism is configured to 

move the set pieces within the tunnel along at least one side of the vehicle ride path.  

 

12.  The ride system of claim 1, comprising a motion system configured to rotate the tunnel.  

 

13.  An amusement park ride, comprising:  

a set piece conveyance mechanism;  

a tunnel comprising an entrance at a first end of the tunnel, a second end of the tunnel, and at 

least one wall; and  

a ride path disposed in the tunnel and bounded by the at least one wall and the set piece 

conveyance mechanism, wherein the set piece conveyance mechanism is configured to convey set 

pieces along a length of the ride path, wherein the tunnel comprises a curved shape such that the 

second end of the tunnel is not visible at an intermediate position along the ride path between the 

entrance and the second end, wherein the second end of the tunnel is configured to move relative to 

the first end of the tunnel, wherein the ride path comprises a track including a first track section and a 

second track section on which the intermediate position is located, and wherein the second track 

section is disposed on a motion base configured to disconnect the second track section from the first 

track section when a ride vehicle is at the intermediate position.  

 

14.  The amusement park ride of claim 13, wherein the set piece conveyance mechanism 

comprises a carousel.  
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15.  The amusement park ride of claim 13, wherein the set piece conveyance mechanism 

comprises a conveyor belt.  

 

16.  The amusement park ride of claim 13, wherein the set piece conveyance mechanism is 

positioned overhead of the ride path such that the ride vehicle on the ride path passes under the set 

piece conveyance mechanism.  

 

17.  The amusement park ride system of claim 13, wherein the set pieces are configured to pass on 

either side of the ride path as they pass along the length of the ride path.  

 

18.  The amusement park ride system of claim 13, wherein the tunnel decreases in diameter from 

the first end to the second end.  

 

19.  The amusement park ride system of claim 13, wherein the ride vehicle is configured to enter 

the tunnel via the first end, rotate, and exit the tunnel via the first end. 




