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(57) Abstract

Systern (100) includes a PSTN (102), POS

devices (credit card ferminals, etc.) (104), addi-
tional POS (106) which are configured with dial up

facilities, POS control system (105), switching con-
trol points (108), a customer service center (110),
a service data point {112) (central data stores for
card state and usage data), a WAN system (114), a
ANI server (116), and a WAN access switch (118).
During a point—of-sale transaction, the POS system
transmits a request related to the pre—paid calling
card via the communication network to the process-
ing system. The processing system coupled to the
service data point performs a transaction in accor-
dance with the transaction request and transmits a
status response message back to the point-of-sale
system indicating whether the transaction was per-
formed in accordance with the transaction request.
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