-1 UTILITY GARVENT FIELD OF THE | NVENTI ON The present invention relates to
a utility garnment incorporating a utility waist belt or a utility belt and
particularly although not solely to a utility waist belt for use to
support various devices to be carried _bly_ a wearer of the utility wai st
bel t. BACKGROUND COF THE | NVENTI ON Wi st” belts for use in mlitary,

expedi tion, canping, police actiyi.t] d for supporting or carrying

| oads are known. Sone of the mékﬁhjbﬁfﬂgiékﬁEﬁgéd_ln conjunction with a
backpack or a | oad bearing vest, others are used independently for
supporting | oads that are detachably secured to the belts. Wen a backpack

Is carrie K9] bearing vest is worn by a wearer, the
greater pgytmtl))?ot he oggvpﬂmthe backpack or | oad bearing vest is borne

by the shoul deThe pesémenveftion relaldtetous 6tildfy sdtmenidorRstating 'ﬂlﬁﬂﬂgw}ﬁ&i on
with the backpack or |oad bearing vest i$ intended to transfer portion

of the | obelt br amtilihebels hndiparticalarly dltheuph moosolthyetoweatikty whist Belt Bsaleeack or
the | oad bearing vest so as to |essen the strain on the shoul der nuscles
of the me'&r%lppearwaymngd@mea tode qaumied py arvegarenof; the weibity waistpaltk or | acket
close to the body. One problem associated with the traditional waist belt
for use for the above purposes is that the weight of the |oad tends to

concent r%g@fmmgpgbgje @%ggmﬁn? wai st belt. The constructi on of

the traditiona not “al'l ow a body contouring weight

di stribution oWaisidelto@6k dse ihhsil ?&xﬂéﬂiﬁon,@ﬁﬂgﬁég,r ic@AcR¥itiel Gsed'Rront Of
the | oad often causes di sconf ort% the wearer an Aj\?gzr ti mesl, nmay cause

i nj ury tosuppertimgaoer carfyingddads arg knbenc Surreitofattieomwaddt béles wed gised b t he
| oad at one. pojnt/portjion may al so cause deformation of the waist belt
when use QR}WHQH%W“B%B@WW of &2 lopd bgarisg vest, othess argiusest indgpendeatlyt hat

<11 p: downfiPHEPOHREIAE Rt pePoply st (RS, v st of t e wear o
For tight secuwiRg #badkpeck'® &rrib&'by 4 Rehflf ot BladYealillf VERWorn by a
h wearer, the greater part of the load from the backpack or load bearing vest is borne
by the shoulders of the wearer. The use of the waist belt in conjunction with the
| 'backpack or load bearing vest is intended to transfer a pdffion of the load from the
shoulders to the hip of the wearer of the backpack or the load bearing vest so as to
lessen the strain on the shoulder muscles of the wearer carrying the load but
primarily to keep the pack or jacket close to the body.

One problem associated with the traditional waist belt for use for the above
purposes is that the weight of the load tends to concentrate at one point/portion of
the waist belt. The construction of the traditional waist belt does not allow a body
contouring weight distribution of the load to the waist belt. Concentration of the
weight of the load often causes discomfort to the wearer and over times, may cause
injury to the wearer. In addition, the concentration of the weight of the load at one
point/portion may also cause deformation of the waist belt when use over time
especially if the waist belt is made of material that lacks sufficient torsional stiffness
or thickness.

The waist belt may also slip downwards if it is not tightly secured to the
waist of the wearer. For tight securing of the waist belt to the waist of the wearer,

some waist belts are designed to wrap round the waist of the wearer including
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sonme wai st belts are designed to wap round the wai st of the wearer

I ncl udi ng Assi gnnment Agreenent -ANNEX A -2 wapping round the front portion
of the body. However, this arrangenent does not provide sufficient
ventilation to the waist of the wearer and nay cause disconfort to the
wearer. In some cases, in order to preveht the belt from slipping

downwar ds, especiall¥ in the case where the waist belt is used

i ndependeMIRBPINg HauRhihs: frery portign ofshel body cHapvenet, itbis asiangesenpdoctenat or
straps wore o erlﬁfghe ?houlders of the vvefarer to secure the waist belt in
pl ace. HoREVVAGE Syliciral veatyation jasthe ywaist ol-the wearenand waysausegheconenicle, i n
order for ﬁer\ﬁ st belt to be able to bear a substantial |oad and provide
confort to the wearer, it is desirable to have a waist belt that is able to

provi de a snugls isgitle thdds! 19 G AOSHRVBA! Yho Ut ¢ O?ﬂ{q@%%‘%&ﬂxfﬂﬁs,"”to

the waist of a wearer. It Is accordingly an objec resen

i nvent i onespeciallyvindihe aaseiWhekd yhenwalt behdk tusediifdeprEdERES Qhe Wist belt is
abovenenti oned di sadvantages or which will at |east provide the public
with a usBsad incopsjunstiontwitls suspendets oglsiraps weroodercthi shouldérst dfehp weaesnt

I nvention to provide a carrier ~garnent which addresses the abovenenti oned
di sadvant ¥h8&CWE Wk WHsWPelt 1Bt plaeeadlowpveryiusing Ruspsodenscand shiaps cawmibel
choice. B IEEC%%QRI PTI ON OF THE | NVENTI ON Accordingly in a first aspect
the present I'h on consists a utility belt to be womby a wearer and to

recei ve verti CHenSRRYrHeor! the “@ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁm%ﬂbﬁ? té}t&gay\@ist%&%tggg%lz :aﬁean arer,

said utility belt conprising: an e at e pane avi ng I st al

ends, eacprovidd abménd terbegeshréi0 it & dBAMADIE © hAvP aCwaReGRItNRENS hleCRUP! €
nmut ual Iy engageable with each other to define an endl ess configuration

capabl e” oPro¥idsomsaug itight finéng\and prefembbnbody soniwwesingrseciamshomstai tHe medsts t o
couple in A vari abl e di sposition connected relationship to
of a wearer.
It is accordingly an object of the present invention to provide an utility waist
belt which addresses the abovementioned disadvantages or which will at least
provide the public with a useful choice.
It is accordingly a second object of the present invention to provide a carrier
garment which addresses the abovementioned disadvantages or which will at least

provide the public with a useful choice.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly in a first aspect the present invention consists a utility belt to be
worn by a wearer and to receive vertical support by its engagement with the waist of
said wearer, said utility belt comprising;-

an elongate panel having two opposite distal ends, each distal end engaged to
a means to couple, each means to couple mutually engageable with each other to
define an endless configuration capable of encompassing the waist region of a
wearer, each said means to couple in a variable disposition connected relationship to
a respective end of said elongate panel by a webbing to allow the size of said belt to
be adjusted;

two flange panels each provided at or proximate each distal end of said

elongate panel, each flange panel extending along part of one side of said elongate
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a respective end of said elongate panel by a webbing to allow the size of
said belt to be adjusted; two flange panels each provided at or proxinate
each distal end of said elongate panel, each flange panel extending al ong
part of one side of said elongate Draft,specs - tactical belt V2
(23.09.2003) -3 panel to or towards the m ddl e of said el ongate panel, each

sai d flange nel rqvi,di n regi.Qn. upst andi in.a direction lateral to
the el ongg?léqu? Pé&q"%ﬁﬁ th?@?ﬂﬁ%ﬁfgalgﬁpl'&?ﬁd’%ﬂ%ﬁ&b% ﬁﬂﬂgg P}?H‘?ld \rAlﬁ_spﬁct i yg
di stal en ' . ' ' n ed, an ro i ch sai
secondar yﬂ\r/\cgg%f]g;a rggioglnmdg ‘%‘Q"gﬁ‘g@‘géﬁé&#ﬁ@@ iaqgrf‘ﬂ g’ tﬁg%ﬁ(ﬂmg@&e dizerdion, f'é?él'? dbrreans
t o coupl estigiond side A ' i bé i \ ' 2 ng by

sai d secoﬁdary vsvebbi r?é%g%)?ggﬁaa%“?ﬁ% ,étm%@%é‘z%?“&l ?f‘g%g@ panEe) I's di sposed
from sai dwebbingsis engegee andrfrem wericie saittGecaidagywiebbing dxferdsao fal rexpeictiver dl y
upon a length reducing adjustnent of said secondary webbing to ‘becone
suppor t edsaif mesas {o couples saibmennstontquplobeingiin awariable. dispositeameatol spids ai d

fl ange panel.s taper.,.fromsajid regi on standi ng towards the mddle of said
el ongat e [N upsianding Ry spidsscen %h@ﬁ@&o@iﬂﬁab@%f a flexible

i on. . i d al. i f1 exi bl | of
2 padded  consPIEEeT S8 tiapf ofndis A8Rh G ERER s LeonkaE rhncl 7 e ni
a range ofl1dsd it @ ia%sE Mex if?&«sfoggf gprdéﬂn ft@#ﬁe E%rg ?drjﬁ%h? of I&‘aﬁh WOEShdAry

receiving element and a pin \ _ use, recerving

el enent i wetbingnodgeamt suppmrtuded It inpart daithe Rips of sgidBMsarefr ef erabl y said
fl ange panel is made of a flexible panel or panels of material. Preferably
said flange panel is of a construction which is padded. Preferably said

el ongate panel _further ipcludes at | eas; two neans to engage each
extending fro ?ﬁerégﬁ’e?a‘iﬁﬂ‘ﬁbﬁa s tapeyiremosaid fegiomupytanding fowaadhe o

3????1% i Hﬁhéﬂgio@gafﬁ éfb’r?éﬂt@pg{eiposed to all ow det achabl e engagenent of ot her

Preferably said elongate panel is of a flexible construction.

Preferably said elongate panel includes a flexible panel of a padded
construction.

Preferably said elongate panel has a height within a range of 10 to 25 cm.

Preferably said means to couple includes a receiving element and a pin
element which when in use, said receiving element is disengageably secured to the
said pin element.

Preferably said flange panel is made of a flexible panel or panels of material.

Preferably said flange panel is of a construction which is padded.

Preferably said elongate panel further includes at least two means to engage
each extending from an outer surface of said elongate panel, each means to engage
including a buckle disposed to allow detachable engagement of other utility
features.

Preferably said elongate panel further includes a sheet of material disposed
on a substantial portion of the inner surface of said elongate panel, said sheet of
material of a configuration providing frictional resistance to said utility belt for

additional support of said utility belt to the waist of said wearer.
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features. Preferably said el ongate panel further includes a sheet of

mat eri al di sposed on a substantial portion of the inner surface of said
el ongate panel, said sheet of material of a configuration providing
frictional resistance to said utility belt for additional support of said
utility belt to the waist of said wearet: Draft specs - tactical belt V2
(23.09.2003) -4 Preferably said secondary webbing of each flange panel

i ncl udes at | eBeaferghly sapdiseqoadary webhing afipacht flenge penel inchtdes at leai ahe

e ORI Ay 0 Ry sl 1L
g et PRORRRS a1, Db BT BTN oF RO S5 o

side of said tp ' I ' I}bgl)[p,gr -qent is a
vest. Preferabl ?f?g.ﬁg;ﬂg%pﬁ E’ggg gégrr]grr}gﬁ% g{lgégee}r?éggglg y sac}ez&\%)b%?ﬁ%ﬁe

ext endi ngassémmy,maicbéngagbmwbm% vihaijadtalstd e bblingpriofidbdl diReYiorddn sai d

el ongate panel. Preferably said adjustable webbing is provided at to
anteri or Peyjeerssidndf said thenocarder assemblyji.on. Preferably a thigh rig is

di sposed from ﬁrai d Lyong te panel and suspended there from by a webbing.
Preferably sai etf‘FﬁaE w@u ¥ LATPLOLIS 38l engagabl e end to end to

defi ' h h d th h which i hi gh,.of
ot o can ot BichkabYeafd Bt PoaR MO Ut Sl sbihg Bk 0y < 2o
by means ghnpgh z_&tsatI%Wc?#gﬁﬁn ﬁ’é}t gﬂ%}%eldf sﬁicﬁ%ﬂia Mt %@%ﬁd %IB%%%Q% r‘ﬁE‘lt. i nvention

consists a carrier gar ow a rer thereo . ry-utility
provi di ng neanBredé¢raplyssaill hdjastableowélstslifg & ploRRledit #6 Siitefiot tegidid ARl oAl ment
including: a. .a belt to be worn by said wearer to receive vertical support
by its ePHYRPRIGEION. th the wai st of said wearer, said belt including an
el ongat e

Preferably a thigh rig is disposed from said elongate panel and suspended
there from by a webbing.

Preferably said thigh rig comprises of a panel engagable end to end to define
an opening therethrough and through which in use a thigh of a person can extend.

Preferably said thigh rig is adjustable in opening size by means of adjustable
webbing.

In a second aspect the present invention consists a carrier garment to allow a
wearer thereof to carry utility providing means disposed from the body of the
wearer said carrier garment including:-

a. abelt to be worn by said wearer to receive vertical support by its
engagement with the waist of said wearer, said belt including an elongate
panel having two opposite distal ends, each distal end engaged to a means
to couple; each means to couple mutually engageable with each other to
define an endless configuration capable of encompassing the waist region
of a wearer, each said means to couple in a variable disposition connected
relationship to a respective end of said elongate panel by a webbing to
allow the size of said belt to be adjusted,

b. at least one of

i. an upper body garment with means to allow load support thereby,

said garment including an over the shoulder support region,
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panel having two opposite distal ends, each distal end engaged to a neans
to couple, each neans to couple nutually engageable wth each other to
define an endl ess configuration capabl e of enconpassing the waist region
of -a wearer, each said neans to couple n a variable disposition connected
relationship to a respective end of sai'd el ongate panel by a webbing to
allow the size of said belt &o be adjﬂgégd, b, at | east one of i. an upper

body garnment with meaABeFYes frAmsd E?ﬂ?f%ﬁ’@ﬂ?’éy@d %aﬁe‘%)éﬂ fli_tiﬂtl it

i ncl udi ng an over the . p region t. S s - tactical be

12 (23.09.2003) -5 apggﬂﬁﬁegﬁ%ﬁﬂ‘&r%&)ﬁ?ﬁﬁmg@%HW %\i’é"ét‘:’(@_r(,’oné eng?gefl
to said belt viaap ol : : contro
t he di sposition of thguglt’)g’lE %‘ﬁoggﬁ’%&p‘g@?g 1(()13 giggiP@ngaW%&g%{é& al I ow

the distribution of | aHowahe distdbwidd 6EBadWE FRidLag36dBY kajdArmeai shdel t 1.
at least one thigh rig defined at least in part by an end to end

engageabl e panel capabaid bgtt enconpassing part of the thigh of a wearer,

said thigh rig coupled to said belt via at |east one webbing. Preferably
said at |east one thi ahlteaﬂgmesth@%g'a&é@lﬁ%i ajdeast prpart by as andrigtend adj ust abl e

hearer Prof orabl y sSneAsyae. byl caEsR o P dEn R Ne pariane ighPlani o vest
i s adjustable in torsqeafegesdiy thi pRIOB Ald Bd1e VR3FY a(ggi?nes %}eég@lgs ¢ at

ext endi ng between a posterior paﬁglr%;ér%lban anteri or pane‘?

lleast on one PBreferably suid dt epstesnelthibh i@isenghged @ chidbelt B9%tlchBB Strap
provi ng an_adj ustabl e disposition between sard anterior and posterior

panel . Pradjustableywehbiieg.bel t furt her includes two flange panels each
provi ded at ‘or , jr ol et e cach di stal end of Saldelonote panel  each

Preferably said upper body garment is a vest.

Preferably said vest is adjustable in torso size by the provision of at least one
strap extending between a posterior panel and an anterior panel of said vest at least
on one side of said upper body garment, said at least one strap proving an adjustable
disposition between said anterior and posterior panel.

Preferably said belt further includes two flange panels each provided at or
proximate each distal end of said elongate panel, each flange panel extending along
part of one side of said elongate panel to or towards middle of said elongate panel,
each said flange panel providing a region upstanding (in a direction lateral to the
elongate direction) from said one side at or proximate said respective distal end and
at which a secondary webbing is engaged and from which said secondary webbing
extends to said means to couple, said means to couple being in a variable
disposition to said region upstanding by said secondary webbing adjustability,
wherein said flange panel is disposed from said elongate panel in a manner to allow
it to in use flex inwardly upon an adjustment of said secondary webbing to become

supported at least in part on the hips of said wearer.
This invention may also be said broadly to consist in the parts, elements and

features referred to or indicated in the specification of the application, individually

or collectively, and any or all combinations of any two or more of said parts,
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part of one side of said elongate panel to or towards m ddl e of said

el ongate panel, each said flange panel providing a region upstanding (in a
direction lateral to the elongate direction) fromsaid one side at or
proxi mate said respective distal end a at which a secondary webbing is

engaged and from whi ch said secondary webbing extends to said rrean_sdto
le, sajd nmeans_to couple being in a variable disposition to sai
(r:g;f)oﬁ upSEIKEB B?;ﬁt‘§§$=&e@e%fger@a%ycmwgma@qeu@camm hereinwbiohi l:nfrlwxai d
fl ange pa ' ' ed from sai longate pane] in a manner tq allow it
to 1 ubeXfioeh BaRbaRRRS b6 AT ety B PRI PP detetess wiksn s o@ARD o
become  syRLM |5 ' - on. kheyhi & wearer. This
i nventi on may egfl?:gotétgg llzgqsrgogﬁbod;@(fr%mt%1ggﬁi§?1§p§%lﬁg?t§§h§artS’ el enments and
features referred to or indicated in the specification of the application,
I ndi vi dual | or collectively, and any or all conbinations of any two or
nmore of sBRIEFDESCRIBFIONQESTHEDRAWINGS t V2 (23.09.2003) -6 el ements

or features, and where specific integers are mentjoned herein which have
known equi val eft B}g} ?d‘nefgﬁﬂt of ghewpresent hingentigre willb mome bet describad hwikhown

equi val en e deened to be incorporated. herein as if individually set
fgrt h. BR{%Ee%‘%S@%ﬁE’?FW@ﬁPEHw&BN&W iche-ef erredgf orm of the present
i nvention Wl |gj | ] r 0 .1 he 0 nying
drawi ngs in thlsl%ﬁi{E E?sg%ﬁér%ﬁécf@g%\gb sfgelgillﬁflgﬁ\?/sﬁg\tfevﬁo‘#l & 03?} }Ci%r ’st bel t

in a conditi onFigare 2fea plahiview & Zhd waidt BEIADT Figie Qfmtah§¥fﬁi &dndifba, Of
Figure 1 in alay flat condition, Figure 3 is a plan view of the ‘wai st

bel't of Fi gur eFiguren3 ds 8 plati viewnointherveaistiself bEFiymrearialascdmiitorbaderd gigoved
or tucked.away, Figure 4 is a plan viewin a lay flat condition of a vest
associ abl ga’\’lge%/ﬂ"?“@ avghegn repyedher mcked @way- 3, Figure 5 is a plan view in

oY SO 06 AUl R on BESEAT S e
pl an vi ewwafst BelP8fFlingéd £3L 1 y engageable to the belts of Figures
Figure 5 is a plan view in a lay flat condition of a thigh rig capable of
associating with the belt of Figures 1-3 and engageable about the thigh of a wearer,
Figure 6 is a plan view of a pouch directly engageable to the belts of Figures
1-3 and/or to the thigh rig of Figure 4,
Figure 7 is a rear view of the pouch of Figure 6,
Figure 8 is a front view of the belt including the thigh rigs and the vest
engaged with the belt,
Figure 9 is a perspective view of the vest, and
Figure 10 is a plan view of the vest in engagement with the belt.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
Referring now to the drawings and more specifically to Figure 1, there is
provided a utility waist belt 1 releasably securable to a wearer’s waist, the utility
waist belt comprises a flexible elongate panel 2 having an upper 3 and a lower 4
longitudinal edges, an inner 5 and outer 6 surfaces and a first and second distal ends
8, 9. When in use, the inner surface of the elongate panel is in contact with the back
and side portions of the wearer’s waist.
The flexible elongate panel 2 is of a length which will provide a significant

encompassing of the waist of the wearer of the belt The elongate panel 2 is
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1-3 and/or to the thigh rig of Figure 4, Figure 7 is a rear view of the
pouch of Figure 6, Figure 8 is a front view of the belt including the thigh
rigs and the vest engaged with the belt, Figure 9 is a perspective view of
the vest, and Figure 10 is a plan view-f the vest in engagenment with the
belt. DETAILED DESCRI PTI ON OF THE | NVENTI ON Referring now to the draw ngs

and nore s‘p cific L.gur thereisdll(ﬁ%ovi ed a utility waist belt

1 rel easabieicially o lﬁ%/l%%iglbtlz g"rléihesuﬂﬁ?rs_?l? Ciye gqstz aﬂﬂgﬂsf“‘; tWIIA}

ongi t ua SgouLiEe. Bt Spa IS ne 1RG asty WML R Ry RBRIng P ARF rRL Bt cona

di stal engips ofa weardFbriexa tHe*}ﬁ:i%H}']?gow%'Elfs?gr?lfiegintt]@lz%tﬁ'&Qﬂ@&@n@%ﬁe' IS
| rtions of The s wal St . e

in contact 'wth the back and side p wear

f1exibl e pimeh@)) greatenatha llscmfail peighblybeieewi 10 apil @5 8@. aThE Balif iscant
enconpassi ng of the waist of the wearer of the belt The el ongate panel 2 is
Draft speeigageable o aaveakr bp beig awopqosied sbont ¢hiewabter infa maheérgkhich

‘v c
Spr oadi ngeth o4 HASHyEly fasteterag %gwgecﬂ%ﬁdé‘f%wmLq%%q%plmefe:%‘éﬁ{ré‘sgmle t@:%ht ne
| , sdrtncloped ifbdeingm (o PlingelcaBices Sisus ¢

he- ol onghP RO Eonitind SETRENNE pltflehd 10 P uPluit ML Rib S ana 25

cm The DBl th SassiR8agEehlllRss QoAfiyRalich. bﬁ@@é;gé}ﬁeﬁnwm%@%&%b%g; fe
wearer in a manner which can be Selectively fastened and osed to

define a tloment Chupla segufeeatannashuarb yas di@nFagﬂab&: fronseadh othepto allow
receiving elenment 10 and a pin elenment 11 wll allow for the belt to

assume anfasilg bels toopen up pad tofor example assume the laaflatecmyuliteons aSkShﬁhm iﬁ

el enent 1l.in a,secure nner hut are yet di sengageabl.e from ea other to
o Ton ¢ oFiehfes pefid B0 TenSonplite Sleinehls i SH0P Sosrectivey: fugacad o h
condi tion Wl ' . Th [ I c
respecti vglf)géaetﬁ agéeldw (‘)’W eﬁi"g}g g?o%g'pgc%éﬁgpfgﬁ%gt}pﬁggfggﬁg%heng\ﬂeegbz? %g S
engaged tor tdwardk ahgatespqutivel digtadlends 8, 9. The securement is for example by

ultrasonic welding and/or stitching or similar. The webbing extends between the

elongate panel 2 and the respective coupling elements 10 and 11 in a manner so that
the coupling elements can move away and/or towards the elongate panel in a
manner to thereby allow for the adjustment of the size of the belt to occur to allow
for the belt to be used about different sized waists. In the most preferred form, the
belt encompasses back and side portions of the waist of the wearer save for the front
portion where only the webbing 13 and the coupling elements 10, 11 are disposed.
This configuration provides comfort to the wearer when the wearer bends over his
waist to carry out any activities since the front portion of the waist of the wearer is
free from any obstruction. The elongate panel 2 is preferably made from a
construction which may include an assembly of components but which defines a
complete coverage of paneling material within its boundaries defined by the upper
and lower edges and its distal ends.

The utility waist belt 1 further includes two resilient flange-like members 16.
Each are disposed from end portions 8, 9 at the upper longitudinal edge 3. The
flange-like members 16 extend from their first distal end at or proximate a
respective distal end 8, 9 towards the middle of the flexible elongate panel 2. Such

extension is preferably in a manner which is tapered wherein the narrower end of
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or towards the respective distal ends 8, 9. The securenent is for exanple
by wultrasonic welding and/or stitching or simlar. The webbi ng extends
between the elongate panel 2 and the respective coupling elenments 10 and
11 in a manner so that the coupling el enents can nove away and/or towards
the el ongate panel in a manner to the‘r&aby allow for the adjustnment of the
size of the belt to occur to allow for the belt to be used about different
si zed wai Shfsﬂangtt-lultfemnﬂmrqalﬁanroedemdsnhe mddleetgions ob npasieagatb pakeland
side portio t he wai st of the wearer save for the front portion where
only the %egﬁlﬂnéan@ bkmemberopisse gt o dawnrds the respectivedisial gode d, 9 anhi s

vai <t to- EA5Y yPURHEE SBRR Gl e GRESE heral S th, 8fontals Breaid GBSt of

t he Wearebel't%v eflrlﬁ‘?tsflﬁ fea d(r?tgéfE ﬁyf&l’ﬁ% T&&O%r? &gr@g gilgmnl&e

preferably rraefro I on

conponent ﬁldﬁiﬁery\ﬁllﬁcﬁredpindl'@%f anateAAP Wafich Qﬁ%@eff&gﬁx% P:aBE eﬁa‘ﬂgeﬁnﬂl&rt
within its boundaries defined by the upper “and Its distal

ends. Theconmsthiction wditbe flezitde &longatehmmel Bahaylés. t’l]h: ﬂeﬁgd-hkéltmémbe‘rgaﬁl i ke
menber s 1ﬁ. Each are di sposed fromend portions 8 9 at the up
| ongi t udi RaYe engaged therpwithmapd aga regipa rﬁ@ﬁtfefrgmltbeétpp@mﬂgafb@f thi-‘eﬂfFlelerst

o Sthe 11 eoRbr nabb0 3, Pebng arfigh REGhanetisd &1 Bk s ipmer iohalepants Wamnnbr
which is P%ﬁﬁ%]‘ﬁ'ﬁ‘?ft\%a%e% 5 fof éf&&gbée eléﬁgafté pARECR corhBll hcaé 't V2

(23,09.2003) -8t nge ers

regi ons ofedondas! webbing D@ﬁﬂpret%rab'l'i'%ff arARdRrstablie nARAFD KOStk Qﬁ@flﬁstﬁiceor
towards the respective distal ends 8, 9 an ~ edge upstanding substantially

in a direbetwsen|the 8ange pm@lhéﬁandnbjatenuhcltlentalmems 10redong et wehlml DEIII? its
lay flat congditi,on rexa S ure 2. The flange-1i ke
me?/rbers 18mhg éqafﬁ {;ﬁe TEYHEF 51“ ﬂﬂci'@nWFrQ? 9 &(Qh%pﬂéngfep éélﬂ"‘{(@e t he
constr uct I = e
nmenber s 1 ave %rggig ?nggvf\z? gtﬂea(‘5'%§trlﬁéae 8 | on tfo%{n npl’@%?&ﬁé 1'ﬁbrper
edge 3 of pbdidioh Irelativt o ﬂ?lboélgﬂgeﬁe panel 22, THE R n¥HanPelikeCRBRbRELHL O the

same connect ion el enents 10,
tapered and disposed relative to the flexible elongate panel in such a manner that

each inner surface of the end portion of the elongate panel and each inner surface of
the flange-like member defines a pocket for receiving a portion of the wearer’s hip.
This configuration allows a snug fitting of the utility waist belt onto the wearer’s
waist and henceforth, provide sufficient tight fitting of the utility waist belt to the
wearer’s waist / hips.

The interface between the flange panels 16 and the elongate panel 2 along the
upper edge 3 of the elongate panel 2 is such as to allow for the flange panels 16 to
be flexible and for example pivot about the upper edge 3 of the elongate panel 2. In
use, the belt of the present invention is placed about the waist area of a wearer and
is adjusted by adjustment of the length between the coupling elements 10 and/or 11
relative to the elongate panel 2 so that the coupling elements can be connected
together thereby enclosing the belt about the waist of the wearer. The main panel 2
of the belt will sit about the hips of a wearer and provide the upper edge 3
proximate to the hip bones of the wearer. Adjustment of the secondary webbing 19
can occur by reducing its effective length (length between the connector and the

flange panel 16) thereby drawing the distal end 20 at or proximate which the
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11 with which the webbing 13 of the flexible elongate panel is connected.
Such secondary webbing 19 is preferably of an adjustable nature so that
the di stance between the flange panels 16 and the connection el enents 10
al ong the webbing 19 can be adjusted..glhe securenent of the webbing 19 to
the flange panels 16 amay fromthe upper edge 3 alloms for the flange i ke

panels 16g4 | |ve to t el cm
panel 2. T e re il ent gée'?@fe§ Eﬂﬁe%@n@%ﬁ%&@ 16t ap P’é‘&“%%%? H'Pﬁbtoglé’
rel ative tboiththe uppes éage %mgakﬁm B nel 2. SueR Py ot Eﬁém phner
surface of the end portion of the e ngat e panel and“each |nne sur ace of

the fl angm Figuee rtebriregs the fuppesedgerZ b thef fangeepaict i16goa estdition wifich e
wearer's hip This configuration allows a snug}élttl ng of the utility

wai st bel of éﬁﬂﬁllﬁhéffﬁ%! lﬂ@etew&h@tthamhﬂm@tntﬁf flexiblewlongats parlﬁelﬁ elmt "

ht fit | St t to the | St I ps. e
it In'? erf al:eg“ﬂ)cg}g dﬂr}‘?ﬂ’ hlf h@ég&%\%hﬁqlg bl%@%&‘ﬂ qm’éaréng ﬁtlewaﬁmtowam% t he

d t I or t fl ange

pancl s 16508 Apd AR e BaRRRAHUZ diBcRChyBiee Bafh (i IcRise A leayEng or
the el ongpak avepehe Bip béhesttﬁethetMrQE| Suéll thdiBioRe ‘:f_:g@ﬂﬁgé Hﬁtﬁﬁbhﬂnv%rﬁcﬂl aced
about the waist area of a wearer and 1is adjusted by adj ustnent
| engt h besuppont torthe beliduring usé.enents 10 and/or 11 relative to the elongate

panel 2 so that the coupli g el enents can be connected together thereby
encl osi ng t he ‘Ftﬂaﬂ%ﬁﬂﬂﬁtlﬁ 6\@%¢ prefemb lmengo@ademth teeelongate panel 2 alongr t he

or oxi rat P4 G el oS Rnah YEReEr: SR bn it o7 ohe eamfriling h
. { t
L g e s D5 SR

proxi mat ebaﬂWeeh thdﬂdlsﬁiaﬁﬂs 8pRds crfth@éloh%ﬂtbt}ﬁhel\/z (23 09.2003) -9 secondary
webbi ng 19 engages to the flang?l panel 16 in a manner so that it pivots

about the uppeblaaded Bdbindupiey dnowgaadiugimest backles28 may beiutidized fonthe

exanpl e shown ure brings the ypper edge 21 of the flange panel 16
to a cond?@“ﬁtﬁn?mlp&‘ SES oér'heapr F’r"é’F“B&Eectlve di aneter than the di ameter

of the flexiblg qls@nUR! GINRAR' panel' B will remain substantially in a cylindrical

configuration about the hips of a wearer whereas the flange panels 16 will assume a
condition which may be described as part conical.

With reference to Figure 3, it can be seen that the flange-like members 16
can be removed or folded to a condition to become inoperative. The flange-like
members may be folded inwardly or outwardly to lie within the perimeter of the
elongate member 2 or may be entirely removed from the elongate member 2. The
secondary webbing 16 may also be disconnected or become redundant in such a
condition.

With the provision of the additional flange members 16 which will allow for
enhanced comfort and increased load carrying capacity for the person wearing such
a belt, the belt can be subjected to additional loading. Whilst belts of this kind may
for example be used in defence force applications and will normally carry standard
utility features such as a pouch 30 as for example shown in Figures 6 and 7,
additional attachments such as a thigh rig can be engaged to be suspended from the
belt 1. A thigh rig 31 as for example shown in Figure 5 includes a thigh

encompassing section 32 which may consist of a panel 33 and webbing 34 engaged
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such a condition the flange panels 16 angle upwardly and i nwardly towards
the body and can provide a downwardly directed surface which can |ocate at
| east in part over the hip bones of the wearer. Such therefore provides
additional vertical support to the bejg_during use. The flange panels 16
are preferably engaged with the elongate panel 2 along their entire

'e!egﬁtg?& {%ﬁ%“%ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁi‘ﬂ#ﬁé?@ b BPadtibe ofied oI5 wiald, i wegl i
and §nusery Ean oo b oo PR e sBlel Eufgie B ECH o petbiiRcer

adj ust nmensugpangas fienpthet tidt. phiegeNnobtyre firtedforhi) tHe @ng@nﬂﬂmﬁ&mel 2
will remain substantially in a cylindrical configuration about the hips of

a wearer Webbings33 nkthel dugheriganand shelbelnill is provided a eaclsitietofathe Woidglofray be

descri bed as part . conical. Wth reference to Figure 3, it can be seen that
t he f|angﬁle|‘i"%€e allowg for the bgst ﬁ@ﬁ%@@rwdq@m@pwe@@t@éﬂm legs pf ro

b ' j f: =ik b be fol ded,i I

out var dl yPraoh SEEmp b AERIES lesEd RO R By BeGe S Ten Be bty v
tirely. 1 | 6

o150 be di Ao KT The MR WP retefonch 0 ERRROR A YelSGR bl o ™™

provi si onwehriige tedtdl floanahidh avigthige riee 3 46 sabpéilied] bhe B! Avh ftpighejthanced
confort and increased | oad carryi ng capacity for the person wearing such a

bel t, thethsewearean B thigh sigsenay shentstlveninallude aeturgmenth fdatire 88t withf t hi s
S oy O R I e A
shoun |1 Sftesto el vy 708t AP SEPTRNPRHR a8 ML AL, 20
Sopert oA SEDLT L 0h fty STUSRST BRI O,
(23. 09. 20dBplacing from its secured position when the wearer engages in any activities. The
webbing 35 of the thigh rigs 31 may be of a kind which are adjustable in length so
as to allow for the thigh encompassing portions of the thigh rigs 31 to be adjusted in
disposition relative to the waist of a wearer and hence relative to the thighs of a
wearer.

In Figure 4 the vest or jacket is shown in a lay flat condition anterior and
posterior sides 51, 52. The anterior side 51 is provided with webbing 54 and the
posterior 52 is provided with buckles 55. The anterior and posterior sides are
fastened by engagement of the webbing 54 and the buckle 55. The vest or jacket is
adjusted to fit different sizes of the wearers by pulling the webbing 54 towards the
anterior side 51 (as shown in Figure 9) after the webbing 54 engages with the
buckle 55 and by adjusting the length of the webbing 54. The vest or jacket is
preferably of a size that allows it to be worn over a bullet vest or jacket worn by the
wearer. In the most preferred form both the interior and posterior sides include
webbing 53 which can engage with the belt as for example shown in Figure 8. The
engagement between the vest or jacket and the belt is tightened by pulling the
webbing 53 downwards towards the ground (as shown in Figure 10). This
downwards tightening encourages the securement of the belt 1 on the hips of the

wearer. The webbing 53 can be engaged so as to be adjustable in length to allow for
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W th buckles 36 to be utilized for securing about the thigh of a wearer.
The thigh rig includes a webbing 35 which can be selectively engaged to
the belt | to beconme suspended fromthe belt. In the nost preferred form
t he engagenent between the webbing 35 of the thigh rigs and the belt 1 is
provi ded at each side of the body of “dhe wearer. This allows for the best
degree of freedom of novenent of the l;ﬂ; of a person since no webbing is

posi t i onethevappeopriateraposiéeing ohudiht jadkeh tohectegswith thehitglis loendhe

relative to the waist. Wth reference to Fjgure 8, a person may be wearing
a belt 1 W‘SWPEMWI{W%W%GF Sgswgli tﬁ@ behglssléﬂw&cfpr @rﬁénglsrioa}égmmggh of

h : | ' h I h.ncl f.
e i e SRR EL U SORETERD BT,
i e TS 100 ik ol PSR ST e

t he wear easseiiibily tptevaljtstablbaobs to dlldwolor tHe sidtABufien fofake i164d SE6bERT
position when the wearer engages in any activities. The webbing 35 of the

t hi gh ri geel@ivento theebasly of thierwieanti. c Fonexampleushoatd ¢here beengighifiant komdt o
all ow for the,thigh enc assi ng portions of the thigh rigs 31 to be
adj ust ed PW“%‘?‘Q;S‘%@? |b8ﬁnfé!“  foy they thigh 18534+ thsr tensin ir the webbing §3

hoan 1 n 2owielhe RS 80 ofld MERET, o'l IRKsRed 10 AfipW o ackrahiBF £33 i
anter or - 5édanio 4 RV Sulicl Wt VRAR M PR 1NciBORE B uRrld

provided with buckles 55. The anterior and postérior si’des are stened by

engagenenby dhe bk andiHyi thg Higs afithet Wweaderic K ith 3he gﬂ’d\ﬂsimﬁsdf soch jfRakslity, 9
adjusted to fit different sizes of the wearers by pulli ng.et he webbi'ng 54
t owar ds t Fial assemblyopf &load ceiryingsunin 6em be provided avhagh has the adjustabibityi tog 54

Tho vest 8Py BFibe Seof clnd Hiptet o BL i BhalS i PEpodaiblecegiianor n over
a bullet vest pfaj af&RLGAOTSHP YRS Vst HGRE m&wafggg?qgagg%i Q{hékggoﬁc rm

both the interior and posteridr sides i'nc n engage

with the Emldseas chafairewani! The e siffaddsBiTtRe tateribCan®peRSesEilest \J2en t he
vest or jacket and the belt is tightened by pulling the webbing 53
downwar ds of dwayess or heckgt oaychlsabe shaslenofl norFhealrteapiping nieral such as mesh

material that is able to provide ventilation to the wearer when vest or jacket is worn.
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downwar ds tighteni ng encourages the securenment of the belt 1 on the hips of
the wearer. The webbing 53 can be engaged so as to be adjustable in length
to allow for Draft specs - tacticalbelt V2 (23.09.2003) -11 the appropriate
positioning of the jacket to occur withthe belt 1. The interengagenent of
the jacket 50 with the belt 1 allows for a single |load carrying unit to be
defi ned #Fiq the jacket, the belt and the optional thigh rigs can be
utilized ng’i:l'spending | oad carryi ng nodul es such as pouches and for the
entire assenbly to be adjustable so as to allow for the distribution of
the load to occur relative to the body of the wearer. For exanple should

there be a. sigm fitiigrtield @%i:wgﬁxgbg’)i dofat& &HQol?@éeﬁvelv@rﬁéaitéﬁﬁngt#ﬂQh rigs

31, the tension in the webbin bet ween the jacket 50 a elt 1 can
be i ncr easegagement Wity the waist of ssidevedrer daidaitilitg beRcoimpdising:+ he shoul ders of
the wearer and thereby reducing the |oad supported by the belt and by the
hi ps of the wedltelonggfeinanehzaving tve cpposte disiehendseradli dista) end engagedl to

mbly of g |qad i i b i.ded which has th
2 ust abi G Caiplt, Cab oS o5 3RuRFe BRAE” Gadhssbleovin sheb mtberried 1o

t he best | e I tiev L hevest:or jack may
al so incl g%}zl%cgbm rﬁﬁéaggk&png{%ﬁﬁﬂ%rgf Bﬁiﬂgétdg %%d;??ﬁ aﬁmﬁmﬁl t%]\ré. a"tilﬁg rlegﬁ)@r 8@ drfaces
of the i nweatepreaeh@ajdantais t@rcoﬁ?léeiﬁ anariable dRpodilibn ¥8Rtectéd tedsiidtishippis al so
be made of non heat trapping naterial such as"mesh material that i's able
to provi derespactiveaendof said elagaespanel bharwetdsng o allaw itk size ofisaid. belr af t
specs - tgcti.cal B.elt V2 (23.09.2003) Cains: 1. Autility belt to be worn
by a wear Bf 3j#¥eflo receive vertical support by its engagenment with the

wai st of said I I gy UL b nprising. an,elongat nel

havi ng two oppeoegt?tfghgle a ise%%dg, bgog@(ﬁédé Fgg’élprgﬁﬂn%ﬁgefﬁgdd‘tsgg eé'%rrggﬁgldt 0
coupl e, eglohigi@aanel @a&lp | : defi ne
an endl ess c%nf iépgautr:ét ?onngg%eamag‘ﬂ%lnco%pﬁg?g%agt %E&V\gﬁigbﬁgeag?gln&g tea

wear er, epaielstai or newaslst thecmigdle ofnsadvelohgitt epatielpesity said flange panel

relationship.{o a respective end of said el onIgate panel by a webbing to
al | ow t hePEVIENGA IEZION Westandigg (in a direction lateral to the elongate direction) from

said one side at or proximate said respective distal end and at which a secondary
webbing is engaged and from which said secondary webbing extends to a respective
said means to couple, said means to couple being in a variable disposition to said
region upstanding by said secondary webbing adjustability,

wherein said flange panel is disposed from said elongate panel in a manner to
allow it to in use flex inwardly upon a length reducing adjustment of said secondary

webbing to become supported at least in part on the hips of said wearer.

2. A utility belt as claimed in claim 1, wherein said flange panels taper from

said region upstanding towards the middle of said elongate panel.

3. A utility belt as claimed in claims 1 or 2, wherein said elongate panel is of a

flexible construction.

4. A utility belt as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein said elongate

panel includes a flexible panel of a padded construction.
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be adjusted; two flange panels each provided at or proxi mate each di stal
end of said elongate panel, each flange panel extending along part of one
side of said elongate panel to or towards the mi ddle of said el ongate
panel, each said flange panel providiig a region upstanding (in a

[

direction lateral to the elongate dire on) from said one side at or
proxi mate_sai d respective distal end and at which a secondary webbing is

engaged afd fr Oty dilisas elajaed iany onelshichkymsxl énds whsreinrsaishelongate  sai d
means to uphe, said neans to coypl e ing in a variable disposition to
sai d regﬁ%ﬁbﬁ%i’iﬁ@%ﬁ&l gé?@eség&f@%‘aebbi ng adjustability, wherein
said flange panel is disposed fromsaid elongate panel in a manner to
allowit to in use flex inwardly upon a | ength reduci ng adjustnment of said

secondar y6. webhinfity GeRes WFinfdRRIARE 1 ShbRAR Saili e 0 BublieinEies af sal d
wearer. 2. Autility belt as clained in claim1, wherein sa PI ange panels

taper frorecewaigieleawinoand mspiandemgnt wivishdwhthén niselddaid eécedving edéraoaise
panel . 3. Awutility belt as claimed in clainms | or 2, wherein said elongate
panel is ®sengagealdlyispeured ¢mthersadd pisrelementa utility belt as claimed in any
one of clains 1 to 3, wherein said elongate panel includes a flexible
panel of a padded construction. Draft Ws - tactical belt V2 (23.09.2003)

-13 5. Awtilipy, t . B . clai 110 4, ein said
el ongat e v’pane’ig ‘h‘?@ﬁiﬁ?ﬁﬁfé n\lfﬁ\ngﬁﬁlhga@nér‘%ér)lgg Cge{lm%of‘ttg%zgv %?ﬁeméal efﬁﬂ"lgei ty
bel t as cpatielamade sf@mkiblepﬁ%l%}?aﬁas@fﬁméﬁsallo coupl e includes a
receiving el enment and a pin el ement which when in use, said receiving

el enent is disengageably secured to the said pin elenment. 7. Autility
belt as clLainmed in_any one of clains 1 to 6, wherein said flange panel is
made of a®f|exd b%llﬁyaﬁélt asr claimed sinoelajrat &y whierei, said (flanget pansd|is of a
clained i L7 erein,said fl ange panel is of a construction which
is padde dn?brﬁh'ﬁtl:t%n whicCh'is paﬁdecﬁ g€ p

9. A utility belt as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 8, wherein said elongate
panel further includes at least two means to engage each extending from an outer
surface of said elongate panel, each means to engage including a buckle disposed to

allow detachable engagement of other utility features.

10. A utility belt as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 9, wherein said elongate
panel further includes a sheet of material disposed on a substantial portion of the
inner surface of said elongate panel, said sheet of material of a configuration

providing frictional resistance to said utility belt for additional support of said utility

belt to the waist of said wearer.

11. A utility belt as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 10, wherein said secondary
webbing of each flange panel includes at least one buckle to allow adjustment of
length of said secondary webbing for pulling of the flange panels together to tighten

said utility belt to the waist of said wearer.

12. A utility belt as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 11 wherein an upper body

garment is engaged to said belt to define a carrier assembly, said engagement being
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9. Autility belt as clained in any one of clains 1 to 8, wherein said

el ongate panel further includes at |east two neans to engage each
extending froman outer surface of said el ongate panel, each nmeans to
engage including a buckle disposed to _allow detachabl e engagenent of ot her
utility features. 10. A utility belt alfclaimed in any one of clainms 1 to
9, wherein said elongate panel further includes a sheet of material

di sposed @ adjssipkle awebbing pprovided arfterioreand mosterionrside of cfaid aheh ehniegat e
panel , said SB et of material of a configuration providing frictional

resi stanc®SWPO%aid utility belt for additional support of said utility
belt to the waist of said wearer. 11. A utility belt as clainmed in any one
of clainms 1 to 10, wherein said secondary webbing of each flange panel

i ncl udes g3, | egsiti : ' f '
secondary mbb&ﬁgllgg?eguu%ﬁlﬁbﬁ% ﬂ% E%@nﬁkﬁﬁéﬁg ltl%egtrtg}g? Q%mfe ?lglt:;%‘i &n
said utilvdsy. belt to the waist of said wearer. 12. A utility belt as
claimed in any one of claims 1 to 11 wherein an upper body garnent is
engaged to said belt to define a carrier assenbly, said engagenent being
Draft spegs - tacti_cgl elt V2 (d23. 09. 2003) 14 vi a_ adj ustabl e webbing

provi ded Tht er Aot eamaged 1y elaim 24413 whessin said jupper bedpgament13. A

utility I [ i claimil rein sai d upper .hod rmept i.s a
vest . 15%&51 §? g?cﬂ) ? Sggqj?wggm& %’%pﬁ%%n TRt 132?%‘?"?“1336'\}@3??%“ %ﬁgfa? Saiflper
body gar en{@imrg@ggngﬁeﬁhg_mbbi ng extending fromor at a | ower

peri pheral edge of said arnment with said elongate panel. 16. A utility
belt as clainmed in any one of clainms 12 to 14 wherein said adjustable
webbing is provided at to anterior regions and one posterior region. 17. A
utility bErt ad atiityrdelt as algimede imfany| aneroficlaims 512wt r et whereini gaidrig i s

di sposed fy.0 ai d.el ongat e panel and suspended there from by a webbi ng.
18. A ut i?‘ﬁ?{ﬁa@8|"{eb§§‘£’cf§eﬂfﬂ%@eaﬂta YERQEegIans &nd Oélﬁiﬁ?slcﬁlioéﬁgglpﬁ- conpri ses
of a

17. A utility belt as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 15 wherein a thigh rig is

disposed from said elongate panel and suspended there from by a webbing.

18. A utility belt as claimed in claim 16 wherein said thigh rig comprises of a
panel engageable end to end to define an opening therethrough and through which

in use a thigh of a person can extend.

19. A utility belt as claimed in any one of claim 16 or 17 wherein said thigh rig

is adjustable in opening size by means of adjustable webbing.

20. A carrier garment to allow a wearer thereof to carry utility providing means
disposed from the body of the wearer said carrier garment including:-

a. a belt to be worn by said wearer to receive vertical support by its
engagement with the waist of said wearer, said belt including an elongate
panel having two opposite distal ends, each distal end engaged to a means
to couple, each means to couple mutually engageable with each other to
define an endless configuration capable of encompassing the waist region

of a wearer, each said means to couple in a variable disposition connected
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panel engageable end to end to define an opening therethrough and through
which in use a thigh of a person can extend. 19. A utility belt as clained
in any one of claim16 or 17 wherein said thigh rig is adjustable in
openi ng size by nmeans of adjustable megging. 20. A carrier garnment to allow

a wearer thereof to carry utility providing neans disposed fromthe body
of the wearer said carrier garnent_including: a. a belt to be worn by said

wearer to recei velg@pnshipto auispprativeyend: of sad gdopgasn pangl by ehwchingtioof
said wearer, said,belt incl panel having two opposite
di stal ends, eacﬁn‘a\véb‘épmﬁ 3%@3&3@83&&@% to couple, each means to
coupl e mutual Iy %?Q wi th each other to define an endl ess
configuration capa encorrpa55| ng the wai st region of a wearer, each

said neans to coupl g hf u ggalabd)@bg@m%rﬁmﬂi tie@fis & ANG®!IBAd nBhdrt IRG
tactical belt Y2 (23.09.2 -I5relationship to a respectiVve end of sald

el ongat e panel by a wedildi ggment aicdhading hen vee thie shmﬂdblelsmFFOrtbmgam ,ust ed,
b. at least one of i. an upper body garnment with neans to allow | oad
support thereby, sai 8peiurpefer ames ard Hy hwdov%a weasets and | engaged, pp said

bel't 'via a plurality BefSghacuE © %3? L S BaHg e b U Eptraln
disposi tion of the belo wiblkifigh e 4P éutaaﬁysaqa;q@@{ by HrE il R Lhe

di stribution of |oad carri e y sald ga at

| east one thigh rig defibWagle disttibasén bb QAT bf MadaArRSE! by Sakd GarnféifiagRabl e
panel capabl e of enconpassing part of the thigh of a wearer,” said thigh

rig coupled to said bedi beita at | east one webbing. 21. A carrier garnent as
claimed in claim19 wherein said at |east one thigh rig _is engaged to said
belt by a |ength adj-udt sk opedbighyrig defined at least i part by an end to end

engageable panel capable of encompassing part of the thigh of a

wearet, said thigh rig coupled to said belt via at least one webbing.

21. A carrier garment as claimed in claim 19 wherein said at least one thigh rig

is engaged to said belt by a length adjustable webbing.

22. A carrier garment as claimed in claim 19 or 20 wherein two thigh rigs are

provided one for each thigh of said wearer.

23. A carrier garment as claimed in any one of claims 19 to 21 wherein said

upper body garnient is a vest.

24. A carrier garment as claimed in claim 22 wherein said vest is adjustable in
torso size by the provision of at least one strap extending between a posterior panel
and an anterior panel of said vest at least on one side of said upper body garment,
said at least one strap proving an adjustable disposition between said anterior and

posterior panel.

25. A carrier garment as claimed in any one of claims 19 to 23 wherein said belt

further includes two flange panels each provided at or proximate each distal end of
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22. A carrier garnment as clained in claim19 or 20 wherein two thigh rigs
are provided one for each thigh of said wearer. 23. A carrier garnent as
claimed in any one of clainms 19 to 21 wherein said upper body garnment is a
vest. 24. A carrier garment as clainmed jn claim22 wherein said vest is
adjustable in torso size by the prov'i%‘?'on of at |east one strap extending
between a posterior panel and an anterior panel of said vest at |east on
one si de wid skongatep panclpedsh dlangemapel extcadmg tloagtpashef smeagidprafvsaid an

Coler” o Banbl i waghi o Y ERaess el 55h OB i vel
f h i . £ I h. i ded I h
di'star ertos s afBiopaRBRRaRltn & FREORISI0 5B shipeble detRiem B nga
panel , eaghy bh@@ﬁ%@gﬂaﬁm@%@mm ré%ﬂé@ﬁv@%’isttaloéqdo&ﬁi %L%i&f aS@LOnddty Ongat e

panel to or towar sald ongat e pane each said flange panel
provi di ngwebbifgii®engupet andifiem (Whick ssidr Rebhduty vadbbig! extendd > &1id neaing
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