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DIRECT LINK ADDRESSING METHOD AND APPARATUS  

ABSTRACT 

This application provides a direct link addressing method and apparatus, so that direct 

communication can be performed between a non-AP MLD and a non-AP MLD, or between a STA 

device and a non-AP MLD, thereby improving data transmission efficiency. This application may 5 

be applied to a Wi-Fi system. The method is applied to a first device, and the first device includes 

one or more stations STAs. The first device is connected to a third device, and the third device 

includes a plurality of access points APs. A second device is connected to the third device, and the 

second device includes a plurality of STAs. When the first device includes one STA, protected data 

is constructed by using an address of the first device, an address of the second device, and an 10 

address of a first AP connected to the first device. When the first device includes a plurality of 

STAs, protected data is constructed by using an address of the first device, an address of the second 

device, and an address of the third device. Therefore, the first device may transmit a first data unit 

over a direct link between the first device and the second device, thereby increasing a data 

transmission rate. 15 
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