
The present invention provides a method and apparatus for compressing
images of financial instruments and other documents. The method of the
present invention includes the steps of scanning a plurality of documents
to obtain an electronic image of each document; identifying a static
portion in the electronic image of each of the documents, containing
information which remains substantially unchanged for the plurality of
documents, by locating and reading a document identifier in the image;
storing the document identifier in a database; identifying a dynamic
portion, typically containing distinct information for each of the
documents, in each of the electronic images; isolating the dynamic portion
from the static portion within the image to obtain a dynamic image
containing only the dynamic portion; and storing the dynamic image in the
database. The present invention provides efficient techniques for
identifying and isolating dynamic information in a document, such as
handwritten text on a check.    


