
Novel reaction conditions for the cleavage of silyl ethers from silyl
protected taxane precursors to afford paclitaxel and paclitaxel analogues
in high yield and quality are described. Paclitaxel Is prepared from a
taxane precursor by treating the taxane  precursor with a strong acid such
as trifluoroacetic acid in a solvent such as aqueous acetic acid, such that
the amount and number of side reactions and taxane impurities are
significantly minimized. Also described are the crystallization methods for
the isolation of paclitaxel in either of the two crystal forms A or B.
Paclitaxel and paclitaxel analogues are anti-cancer agents.    


