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(57) Abstract: An ion generation unit
which generates metal ions by applying
a voltage between electrodes is disclosed.
Strainers are disposed on the upstream
and downstream sides of the electrodes. A
strainer disposed in a water feed valve of a
washing machine doubles as the upstream
side strainer of the ion generation unit.
The water feed valve is composed of a
main water feed valve with a high flow
rate setting and a sub water feed valve with
a low flow rate setting. The ion generation
unit is disposed in a water supply passage
communicating with the main water feed
valve.
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