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(57) Abstract

A multi-drive, multi-magazine mass storage and retrieval unit for tape cartridges which automatically retrieves a selected one of a
plpral:ty of tape cartridges from one of a plurality of tape cartridge magazines (156) for transfer to a selected one of a phurality of tape
drives (]48). The unit further retrieves a sclected one of & plurality of tape cartridges from one of the plurality of tape drives (148) for
storage in one of the plurality ofta_pe cartridge magazines (156). A tape cartridge elevator (114) retrieves and transports the tape cartridges
between the plurahty of tape cartridge magazines (156) and the plurality of tape drives (148). An interunit cartridge transport unit (700)
enables multiple tape storage and retrieval units to be coupled together and cartridges to be passed automatically between the coupled units.
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