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WAGERING APPARATUS, METHODS AND SYSTEMS
BACKOROUND

There are a range of betting and lottery products in the market. For example, there are

N

vure pool betiing products, such as the Pick 6 borse racing product in the United States and

¥

he Scoop 6 recing product {among others) in the United Kiugdom. There ave also sports

or

betting products such as soceer individual games and/or pool wagering products. Piek 6 and

Scaop & provides a six leg jackpot type bet that way also include a bonus pool and

consolation prives. The product type is relatively successful and provides players with &
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chance to win a large sum by betting on six races on a given race day. Sinvilar multiple
pool wagering is allowed for other types of racing ovents and multiple sports events,

Tn the United Kingdom, there also presently exisis a free to play game offered by
Skyh@{, the *Super ¢ wheveby players are allowed 1o make just one set of soceer correct

ections to fry to win a guaranteed payout. The Super 6 also has some shmilarities to
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the traditional soocer pools product but s different in that it is not predicting draws and only
N \ -

sty selections are necessary, Many countries have similar pool products where players are

'

asked to select winners in six or seven horse or dog races and can win a share of a large pool.
In the United States, numercus states have lotleries where players select for example six
nunthers and purchase a jottery ticket for a specific drawing. Thore is also a "Mega Millions™
pame in which soveral states participate in 2 pooled jackpot. The correct sefection of st six

numbiers allows the ticket bearer to claim ail ov 3 portion of the pooled jackpot, depending on
the number of winning tic

The traditional soecer pools products i the United Kingdom offer & large payout 3f
the plaver can sclect a large manber of matches that result in a draw ~ particularly & seove

draw. Within soccer betting, correct score betiing is the second most popular market after the

fock

A

cenival Home/Draw/Away (“HAVA™) markets. A prominent Usnited Kingdom based betting

and gaming company recently reported that 84% of its retaill {Le. in betting shops) soccer bets

N

ere coupon based accumulators. Almest 90% of those ave on fhur-toid and ghove, A four-

fold is Sour selections, so 90% of the bets are on four selections and more. By comparisog, in

3,

ouline betting, twice as many bets are singles as is the case in botting shops, and ouly 55%

i

are four-fold and above,
Within 1his market scgment, there I8 2 need for new products o generate and maintain
consmmer intorest,
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The present disclosure is divected to o market gap for the creation of a unique botting
product where plavers make selections in g number of different legs which, as detined below,
can include any of @ variety of different discrete events {e.g., an auto race), pariial events

{c.g.. an inning of g baschall game, a set in tennis), components of events {e.g., one or more at

bats by a particudar player in baseball game or numbers selected in @ particular position in a

lottery drawing), muliple independent events {e.g., two football games that may ocour

sequentially or concurrently) and/or compilations of egvents {v.g., a championship series).
Those players who correctly select all (or some predefined portion) of the winners of sach leg
have an opportanity to solely obtain andfor share in the proceeds of the stakes of ali the other
plavers, less any applicable deduction to cover operating costs and/or operator profit, and
frave the oppommity 1o win a prize. For example, in multi-leg event pools, prizes may include
without Hmit a full or fractional portion of a Jackpot Pool {g.g., for all correct sefections),
potentially a Bonus Pool {eg., for one additional outcome the following week, game, or
vent) andfor a possible Consolation Pool {e.g. for a subset of correct selections, or other
pre-defined forms of partial correctness, such as, for exampler did & horse place for
consolation, rather than win for jackpotl.  As another example, if the mult-leg event
Accominodates accumulator or parlay wagering, the players that correctly seleet the oulcomes
of each leg {or any uther number of designated legs, for fustance) have an opporiunity to
solely obtain andfor share one or wiore prizes,
in either case, if no plaver selects a corpect winning combination of results, as ong
exatple, the amounts staked available to win may be carried forward until & next betling
evele, for example the next week, and may be avatiable to win by anyoue selecting a vorrect
combination of outcomes, or alternatively all or any portion of the amounts staked avatlable
w0y win may be retained by an operator or other designated entity. As should be understood,
atthough not explicitly disclosed herein, there are many other outcome for how the amounts
staked available to win may be handled andior disposed of. and should be considered
incovrporated herein.
Heowever, to ensure that a significant prize is availsble in the first oyele or first week
or after & prize is claimed, in one example it is contemplated that there may be an operator

5

guaraniced amount available 0 win cach time the games are played, at least antit significant

reservos-have boen-built ap.

Notably, various implementations may be beiting scenarios or aliernatively in other
implementations players may choose to play just for fun, where no stakes are actually

wagered.
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A unigue differentiator of the product of the pressat disclosure may be that at any
desired time affer initiation of an event (such as at any tme after a “ticket” is purchased until
completion of an event, afier cach leg has beon completed, between legs, inclading

potentiaily as 3 leg 18 ""in-;ttaia}-\"", and/or during a designated span of tine before, during andfor
after any of the legs), any desired number of players who remain cligible for a prive {and
potentially those still eligible for bonus andfor consolation prizes} or 0 win or have correct
{win) predictions for cach of the events ov legs that are completed, may be offered a “buy-

T
i

out” or an opporiunity to sell thelr tickets (in whole or alieraatively may be in part {Le, 8

fractional amowtt) o the game operator or through the game oporator {or alernatively

divectiv) o a third party {e.2., one or more system operator(s), business entity or entities such
s a merchani(s), one or more other persans, other player(s), ste.). Thas, for example, the

game aperator (or any other entity) may offer the player a fractional amount of the potential
Jackpot Pool to buy the ticket for the still pending geme(s) and thereby provide the player the
opportunity o cash in and avoid the risk of being eliminated on a later leg or the Hual event.
ta other examples,  tickes held by players may be comprised of one or more divisions, and
the buy-out offer or sale may volve just cevtaln divisions of the ticket, so that those
divisions are seld but the player retains ownership of the remaining divisions of the ticket. In
vet another example, a ticket held by & player may include an accurmulaior or parlay wager, in
which case the player may receive {or initiate} a buy-out offer or sale for & factonal amennt
of a prize {e.g., a jackpot), and which may occur at any Hime, such as before, during andfor

afler any of the legs specified by the wager have been compim:ed.

Tn addition 1o the Jackpot Poot or final Jackpol, there are other pools that could form
vart of the pool game. Part of the amount staked could be reserved {o provide one or more
Consolation Pool(s) which may be won by those wh corvectly select g portion of the correct
outcomes or another consolation scenarfo.  As an examiple, a player may be eligible for a
Conselation Pool by selecting “any 37 of & Breader’s Cup Pick 6 pool, 3 of 7 such ax V75 (a
Swedish multi-leg pool bet based on the sport of “trotting”), or every selection “placed™ fn the
event every selection did not win, as is the consolations in the UK scoop6. o addition,
another part of the amount staked could be reserved to provide a Bonus Pool which will be
available to winners of the main pool, if they are able to select additional outcomes affer they
have successfully won the Jackpot Pool. In addition. the players that correctly select the
winners of any number of legs can also win one or move interim Jackpots that ocours prioy (o
completion of the event, Thus, the amount siaked for the various interim Jackpots would be
different than the final Jackpot, which occurs where there is a winner(s) of the last leg tha

ks
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oocurs at the end of the event. When cither of these pools are offered, any purchaser of a

ticket such a

r)?

the operator discussed above would become the owner of the rights in the ticket

with respect o the opportunity to win the Consolation Poolds), interim Jackpot(s) or Bonus

FIG. 1 is & schematic represertation of a wagering svstem hardware and network
connected O various wagering stations of wagering torminals and other devices which may
be used in dccordance with an aspect of the present disclosure,

FIG. 2 is a more detailed schematic representation of the wagering system hardware
and network that contrals the operation of the system of FIG. 1.

FHG. 3 is a block diagram of the functional architecture of a program for the wagering
svstent hardware of Fig. 2.

FIE 4 is 2 table depieting zoal expectancy for six years across the main soccer
feagues and the World Cup. FIG. 5 is an exemplory flow chart of the logic of the soltware
subroptine pro
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure is directed to & new betting product developed for & wide range

gram of the contral server systenm.

of applications, including auy event where betting may be wiilived or even scenarios where

play is just for fun, such as, and withowt limitation, any type of sctual or virtual sporting

‘fr

event or any type of game; for instance, one implementation may apply to the most globally
bet upon sport tn the world, soccer and specifically United Kingdom Premier League soceer,
The concept, however, has mors widespread applications and potential appeal, and thus &
may be applied 1o other types of sporting cvents {Le., American football, horse racing, car
racing, hockey, baseball, basketball, lacrosse, wrestling, just as a few examples) as well as

heing expanded 1o other events such as games (both virtual and mai} inchuding but s

o

eventsfmulti-outcome or divisibie
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o as games or sets in fennds, Innings in tmseitzaﬁ, ei¢.), or any combinstions of

desired events. Further, the botting product of the present disclosure is suitable for "betting

(G

for fun, which is betting with no actual stakes at risk.

g

FIG. 1 is a schermatic of an exemplary wagering system havdware and network that
will be used herein to describe and ihusteate one implementation of the present disclosurs,
The system includes a network, including a system controtler, for oxample, such as based on

a cerdral server system 12 being interconnected through the internet 18 to a plurality of wager
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input devices such as wagering stations 14, wagering terminals (fnclading self-service
wagering terminalsy 16, and intornet connecied computing systems 18, smart phones 26,
tablet computers 23 and televisions 24 each of which is representative of a plurality of each
type of wager input device {e.g. wagering stations HA-NY As should be understood the term
“systemn controlier™ shoold be breadly construed to comprise any hardware device or devices
that includes at least one central processing unit (CPU) or other processing device and
associated memory.,  As will also be discussed below, the concepts borein may also be

is de;m,t\,{a as an additional input device
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appiied fo gaming machines, so gaming
to the central server system 12 in Fig, 1. The term “log™ as used hercin should be broadly
comsirued and may comprise any desired number of individual comaponents of any type of
event, such as any type of game or sporting event. For example, and without Hmitation, a leg

may comprise a sporting cvent in its entivety, such as a soceer game, American football game,

for

wovse tace, car vace, hockey game, baseball game, baskethall game, lacrosse game, wrestling
match, ete., any portion of g sporting event, such as an funing of baseball, a half ol & soccer
pame, a single horse race, a guarter of an American football game, a single wrestling mateh,
ste., an ocourrence within an event or game, such as a particalar player scoring g goal {e.g., i
hockey or soccer) o a particular player getting a hit in a bascball game, or a combination of
games or events such as the World Scries in baseball or any other sports playoff series. In

3

addition, ss an exampie and without Hmitation, & leg may vomprise any desived number of
individual components of any game or a game in its entirety, virtual and real, sueh as, for
instance, and without Hmiation, keno, jacks, poker, blackiack, Texas hold ‘em, macing, video
games {including live and online video games, as examples), slot machines and lotteries, eic.
As one example, with respect o slot machines. a separate leg mway correspond to each reel
(whether virtual or wechanical), or any particular number or designated reely, of the slnt
machine, As ancther example, with respect 1o a loltery, a separate leg may correspond {0
sach itews, or any particular number or designated Hems, used to determine who may have

won a given lotiery, such as numbered balls, As another example, with respest 10 @ card

sether vie

i

1]0

ane {8.¢8., w tual or mechanical, ele), 8 separate leg may covrespond to cach card,

or any particular mumber or designated cards, that are played in a given card game. As should
be understood, however, the amount and nature of the individual components that comprises
a leg may vary widely in a given application as may be desired, such as ranging anywhere
froam one (Le., an entire event) to a plurality of individual components (Le,, parts of an event,
such 8s reels of & slot machine, numbers in a lottery, cards in a card game, portions of a game

o sporting event, eic.}.
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The wager stations 14 and wagering terminals 18 of FIG. 1 are depicied i an

exemplary only embodiments, bot as known in the art they may include & support structure,

o

3 o~

housing or cabinet which provides support for a plurality of displays, iaputs, controls and

&

,.

other features of a conventional wager termiinal, The wagering siations 14 may be contigured

so that users can be the party placing a wager, while the wagering terminaly 16 may be

configured for an operator at § commercial location such as a store o betting faciity. The

b

wager statfons 14 and wagering terminals 16 may bo positioned on a base or stand or can be

configured as a table-top which & user can operate preferably while sitting. The wagering

N

stations 14 and wagering terminals 16 may frther include a device for accepting & monetary

value associated with a wager wherein the device may include, for example, & coin collector,

By

a bill collector or a card reader, The wagering stations 14 and wagering terminals 16 may

further include oue or move of 8 display, a card reader/writer and/or a ticket and/or voucher

printer 1o visuwally display, store on g card andi/or a player account{(s}, andfor prit wager

i

receipts and potentially vouchers representing cash-out values and successtul play awards

o5

{e.g., an “award” or “awards” as defined herein shall be broadly construed and shall include,

without Hmitation, a designated currency, virtual currency, tokens, oredits, conpons, services,
personal or real property, vivtual property, assets, investments, negotiable instruments {Such
as checks), commodities, food, lodping, enfertainment, alloviation of obligations, gaming

opporiunities, wager snhancoment andfor any other benefit(s) or portions there of that may be

provided or otherwise offered to a player). The wagering stations 14 and wagering terminals

ey

16 may also include a ticket or voucher reader and/or ¢ dispenser for dispensing a wonctary
amount, sack as, without limitation, cash, virtual corrency andfor tokens, eto. For exampie,
the ticket or voucher reader may be adapied to read and allocate credits or other valuwe

associated with a ticket or voucher to one or more plavers and/or player accounts. The hill

st
e
o

collector, ticket ar voucher reader and dispenser may be separate or integrated into g single
subennit.
The wager stations 14 and wagering terminals 16 preferably include st least one

rrated

V]/,':}

processor, such 88 & microprocessor, a microcontrotler-based platform, a suitable inte
circuit or one or more appiication-specific lntegrated cireuits {ASIC'S). The processor is in

compumication with or pporable to access or 1o exchange siguals with at least one data

=

a

storage or memory device. The processor and the mewory dovice reside within the cabinet,
The memory device siores program code and instructions, executabla by the processor, 1o
controd the wager stations 14 and wagering terminals 16 and commanicate with the central

server system 12, The memory device alse stores other data such as image data, cvent data,
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user input data, ticket tracking assippment generators, pay-table data or information ar

appHcable rales that relate to the operation of the wager stations 14 and wagering terminals

él,

16 and the partivular type of buy-out meethod and process deseribed

v
R

here

4’9

I is also contemplated that an operator or a player can use & computing system 18,

~

17

such as a desktop computer, a lapiop personal computer, a personal digital assistant (PDAY or

spuariphone 20, portable tablet computing device 22, or other computerized piaaé‘m-m or

s

intoractive web-cnabled television 24 to access the contral server system 12 via a netwo

nternel or intranet, so as to initiate a wager and access the cotlentive wagering pool. 1o this

e

impicmmmﬁnm it is contemplated the users’ devices wosnld also receive messages and the
buy-out offers sed below from the pool operator via the central server systers 12, so
that the individual user rould participate In the wagering system and buy-back option via the
aser’s connectad devic

it is vontemplated that the wager stasions 14, wager terminals 16 and/or personal

computing systems 18, as well as the smart phones 20, tablet computers 22 and televisiops 24

disclosed herein may be operable over a wired or wireless network, such as part of @ wired or
wireless wagering system.  In this embodiment, the computing systems {8 may be a haad
hield device, a mobile device or any other suitable wireless device that enables a user 1o
participate in the pooled wagering system at any suitable location. M is contemplated that the
computing systems 18 or at feast the server system ay disclosed hercin may be a device tha
has obtained approval from a regulatory agency or commission ov a device that has not
shiained or require approval from g regulatory agency or commission. FIG. 2 Is & move
detailed schematic representation of the wagering system hardware of the ceniral server
sysiemm 12 that controls the operation of the system of FIG. 1. The central server system 12
mury include one or more rack mounted server computers 120 each with at least one central
orocessing unit {CPL) or other processing device and associsted memory. As an gxample

only, the rack mounted server computers (20 of FIG. 2 may be PowerBdge R420 Rack

Chassis devices having a 300 GB hard drive, one or two Intel Xeen ES-2430 processors, 24
GR memories with RAID connectivity nsing a RAID controller card. One or more of the
computers 120 may also nclude an input device, an output device and a driver for a display
device. The computers 120 within the contral server system 12 ave shows as being havdwived
g0 cach other and to the intemet, but the respective computers or portions of the network may
include either wived andfor wireless conmectivity to the inmternet, to an inlranet or an
alternative networked communication sysiem, such as, for example and without imitation, a

cloud-based system, an autonomic system, & client—server base grid based system,

4
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a mainframe based system, & utility based system, & peer-to-peer based system, a cloud

gaming

ey

sased system, or any other suitable types of system architectures, topographies or
configurations.

fn addition to the respective computers 120, the central server systent as depicted i
FIG. 2 includes ong or more, and in this example, two network switches 122 and two firewall
devices 124, The network switches 122 may for exampie be Hewlett Packard model 3810
480 Switches and the firewall devices 124 may be Qisco Model ASA 5528 frowalls and
associated sofbware. As fHlustrated, the Grewsli devices 124 are interconnected to cach other

to the intemet, and each firewall device 124 % also connscted 10 one of the netwark

[

swilches 122,

The setwork switches 122 are connected to the respective computers 120, which as

shown may be divided into logical fanctions to control certaly aspects of the operation of the
wagering system which may be best understood in connection with the block diagram of the
functional architecture of the program o the wagering system Hustrated in Fig. 3. In FIG
2, there may be provided a redundancy for the respective computers 12§ such that as shown
there are two computers 120 for esch of the tasks, and the redundani computers 128 are
interconnecte

As Hlustrated in FIG. 2, there are {ive pairs of computers depicted interconnected
through @ bus, and through the bus to switches 122, The five pairs inclede computers 1204,

associated with the web Interface and conneetivity, computers 1208 associated with the Mid-

e

Tier program, computers 1200 for a database; computers 1200 for a Tote program and

ey

ry

commiars 120 providing the management interface for the contral server systom, all as
described in more detail below in connection with Fig. 3. The computers 120F are shown

including # workstation 126 ncluding an input device such as a keyboard and an output or
display device such as a monilor. Also, the respective computers need not be jovated in the
same facility, thus for example the computers 1200 providing the Tote functionality may be
remote from the computers 1208 providing the Mid-Tier functionality,

The central server system 12 of FIGS. | and 2 may include sofiware programs for
software functionality such as regisiration, deposit taking, wilhdrawals, sccount
sections that may include current and provicus bet histories, fixtures, results, historical data,
roles and regolations,  These types of software programs having these functionalities are in
place in various totalizer facilities and are thas known o the art. However, FIG. 3 s provided
to further Hiusteate the process steps of the program snd operation of the central server

system 12 associated with the pool wagering systems contemplated by the present disclosure.
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The program for the known functiomality of a totalizer facllity noted above would be
incorporated in the Mizro Tote 408 program, as discussed further below.
FIG. 3 represents an exemplary functional architecture of & program hosted or

supported by the contral server system 12, The core program is sepresented by the center

If

block jdentified as the “Mid Tier™ program 402. The Mid Tier program 402 interacts with
the vespective customer and website administrator inpul programs in the left side block
identified as the Website program 404, as well as the sceounting programs In the right side

block identified as the Micre Tote programn 408, The Mid Tier program 402 commmunicates

using an “Application Program Interface” hereinafter “APL” allowing bi-directional

>3

communication 1o, and through, the Mid Tier program 402, as represented by the Merchant
AP 406 as bevween the Website program 404 and the Mid Tier program 402, and the Tote

API 410 a5 between the Micro Tote progranm 408 and the Mid Tier program 403, reference

The Mid Tier program 402, as shown in FIG 3, may include a Merchant AP 420

31

the Mid Tier peogram 402 may be itself a dedicated stand-alone server system and program

for hosting the pool based wagering system of the present disclosure, ov the subroutines
anigue to the pool based wagering system of the present disclosure may be added to a server
system and program that also hosts other types of wagering pools.

As depicted in the Merchant 420 program box, there may be several HTTP POST

request sub-routines including a Place Bet POST 430, Ticket Enguiry POST 432, Available

offers POST 434, Accept Offer POST 436, Decline Offer POST 438, The Place Bet POST

430 routine s ased to place a bet on the Operator system,  The Ticket Engairy POST 432
routine v used to confinn that & ticket has been sold on the Operator system. The Available
offers POST 434 routine is used to determiine what het rading offers are currently available
to the customer, The Acgept Offer POST 436 routine is used to accept an offer. The Decline
Offer PORT 438 routine is used to decline an offer.

As depicted in the Merchant APL 420 program boy, the system may generate several
file updates including a Competition Summary FILE 440, a {;Tm*s}pei‘itim Detall FILE 442, &

3

o8 Change FILE 444, a Fixture Change FILE 446, 2 Competition Change FHLE 448 and a

Vo

Ticket Payouts FILE 438, The Competition Summary FILE 440 routine holds a summary list
of the available competitions Tt is updated when vew competitions are added, old ones are
deleted, or when the status or current fixture changes. The Competition Detall FILE 442

routine holds details about the competition. The Pool Change FILE 444 routine holds details
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on pool-level information changes on @ competition. The Fixture Change FILE 446 routine
holds details when fxture-level changes on a competition, The Competition Change FILE
448 routine holds details when conmpetition-level infermation changes., The Ticket Payouts
FILE 450 routine holds details for each pool as its statys becomes offictal,

The Mid Tier program 402, as shown in FIG. 3, includes most oritically the Cash-ta
437 progravn, which itself may include the Offers Generation 452 routine, the Offers 4584

routine and the Tickets 456 routine. The Cash-in 422 program is responsible for determining

when an offer to buy-out a ticket holder will be made, snd the price that will be offered,
Within the Casheln 422 program, the Offers Generation 452 routine is the trading engine that,

-

when triggersd, will generate a set of offers over alt of the tickets that are still potential
winners and then publish the offers and receive/process the acceptance of these offers via the
Merchant AP 420, The Offers 454 routine stoves ali the offer made, sccepted and declined.
The Tickets 456 routine stores all the tiokets for a pool and who the rghtfl owner is.
Further, the Mid Tier program 402, as also shown i FIG. 3, may include the Administration
424 program, which Bself may include a Create Read Update Delete (CRUD) Merchants 460
routing, Trading Risk Management 462 routing, Stop Trading 464 routing, Reporting 466
routine, Probabilities 468 routine and Randon: Number Generator (RNG) Logic 470 routine,
The Merchanis 460 routine §3 1o create, read, update and delete third party Merchant details
withiin the Mid Tier. The Trading Risk Management 462 routine is to allow the control and

e
H
3

wonitoring of cash-in trading, The Stop Trading 464 routine is to allow cash-in trading to be

~

sioppod if required. The Reporting 466 routine is for calculating and reporting on settlement

?

with Merchant systems. The Probabiliies 468 routine is for the uploading of probabilits

used in the trading caleulations. The RNG Logic 479 routine 18 use for QuickPiek bets,

Traditions! quick picks generally allocate selections to people sither randomiy as
prevalont in jotteries {where each number has equal probability of being drawn), or in-line
with some estimated probabilities such as horse racing {or other event where outeomes do ne
have equal probabitity or prospects), Tt is intended that quick picks in the initisl iterations of

£y

these games may or may vob be in fact SMART PICKS, i that a quick pick will only be

allocated o the client if it bas & refatively realistic chance of providing the winning outcome

oy

3

and in 8 refative sense to the size of the pool {which may be fixed or vartable {e.g. based on

3

the public spead) or gasvantee. For example, in the seven leg correct score ganme, some

outcomes are loss than Imillion-to-one, where other putcomes are greater than | rillion-to-

one. The smart pick will not allocate a qeick pick ticket to a client unless It s within a

b4

£ o

certain maltiple of the pool size, say five times. As such, when the pool is £5 miflion, ali £1

10
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quick picks (smart picks) will only be allocated o chients wanting a quick piek {smart piek),
it they are less than 25 million-to-one. The reason for this smart pick adjustment s to ensure
that smart pick players are not grossty disadvaniaged by being allocated a random ticket with

petentially very minimal axs'@ixa.biiity of success, especially in reactions to the pool size.

*

eedd

1 an alternate embodiment, the probability of generating a particular quick picks

{smart picks) ticket may be proportional fo the probability of cach oultome winning in

K

e

addition

5o

he smart picks caps described gbove. Other Implementations with rospect o

7

QuickPieks/'SMART PICKS that are commercially known and not deseribed herein may also
be wiilized as desived.

Now referring to the left side block of FIG. 3, the Website program 404 may be
represented a5 incliding subprograms for & sser interface 480 representing a dedicated

g

website onn which wagers may be entered for oxample by a customer using a personal

£

computer or alternatively a wagering lerninal as discussed above. Once logged into the
website, the user interface 480 provides a registration and login routine 482, an account
funding routine 484, a plaver protection routine 486 and a betting interface routine 488, The
gser nterface 480 also provides a rovtine to allow interconnecton with & payinent provider

1.

498, for example WORLUPAY®, providing a securs method by whichy payments for wagers
may be sebmitted. The user interface 480 may also provide routines to provide a customer
fodger 492, custormer statements 494 and currency exchange rate cakoulator 496,

As an alternative to the customer using a dodicated website, it 15 contemplated that the
users could iieract with a Merchant Microsite 300, representing for exanple an established
betting hounse or parlor having #s own customer base and methods of collecting wagers and
paying dishursenients from aud to plavers. These types of Merchant Microsies 300 would be
provided with their own Merchant AP 406 for communicating with the server hosting the
Mid Tier 402 program. The Merchant Microsites 500 include routines {or single sign on 302
to the wagering pool and a payment AP S04 to assist in the respective accounting functions

as botween the operator of the Merchant Microsite 500 and the host of the pool wagering

As also reflected in the Website program 404, the Administrative {Admin) Console
SHO routing is provided to wanage the User Taterface 480, The Admin Console 310 routine,
operated by the website administrator, may include an Account Management 512 routing for
managing custamer acesunt details, a Paviment Reconciliation 514 mutine for administration
of customer deposits and withdrawals with a payment provider fike WORLDPAY®, a

Customer Relationship Management (CRM) 516 routine for managing sales, marketing and

11
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(94

customer service interactions with customers and a Content Management System (CMS) 518
routine for the creation, editing and publishing on content on the Website 404,

Now reforring o the right side block of FIG, 3, the Micro Tote 408 routine is the

program squivalent o a8 “Totalisator” which receives, caloulates and provides a display
output for all hets made in a given progressive pool bet system. The Micro Tote 408 routine

may thus include a Gateway 320 program, a Memory Grid 522 program, a Central Repository

324 program and an Adminbstration 526 program. The Gateway 320 program includes a

routine posting the wagering card 330, somming all of the wagering 332, providing updates
534, and caleulating cach potential payout 336, The Gateway §20 program also inchudes

routine for pooling and accumulating all of the Gateway Tickets 33 8' vhich is the master
routine for each bet that has been placed and accepted in the pool.

Also within the Micro Tote 408 is a Memory Grid 522 program that includes a Pool
Coilations S40 routine.  The Pool Collations 340 routine calcnlates and continuousty
recalonlates the odds as sach bet Iy placed and accepted, and as each event ressll occurs

vithin the pool, so as to determine the odds with respect to sach remaining active ticket
within the pool bet. The odds and afl information caleslated by the Pool Collations 340
routing is routed through the Tote APL 410 tw the Mid-Tier 402, and specifically to the
Merchant APT 424, Cash-in 422 and Administration 424 routines,

Also within the Micro Tote 408 is a Central Repository 524 program that includes a
teket Bistory 542 routine. The Ticket History 542 routine retains a complete vecord of cach
bet placed, sach respective ticket, all pavouts, and al! unpaid eredits for all of the respective
pools. The information within the Ticket History 542 routine may be maintained primerily
for the henefit of regulators andior oversight organizations and taxing agencies,

Finalty, the Micro Tote 408 may also include an Administration 526 program that

U)

neludes routines for Mossage Queue 544 which is for mtappmccsg communications within

vy

the Micro Tote, Create Read 'iﬁ'pdai‘s Delete (CRUD) Wager Card 546 is for sctiing up the
event information that will be wagered on, Manual Events 548 s for manually managing
updates o ovents, CRUD Merchants 350 is for create, read, update and delcte thind party
Merchant information on the Micro Tote, veports 552 is for settloment veparts for the Micro
Tote and Data Feeds 534 {s for thivd party event feeds.

With respect to the software programs of Fig. 3, and with respect 0 the vespective

computers of Fig. 2, computers 1204 drive the consumer websites $80, marchant microsites

e

- P s ez

300 and the website administration console 310, computers 1208 host the mam Mid-Tier

program for driving the merchant APt 420, cash-in 422 and mid-tier administration console

12
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424, computers 1280 host the program for physically ms mmmm g the Customer Ledger

database 492, computers 120D host the program for physically mammm‘t\f‘ the Tote 408 that

3 \

consists of Gateway 520, Memory Grid 322, Central Repository 324 and Tote administration

comsole 526, and computers 120E host the program providing the physical management

&

inferface for the entire intervelated system softwarg.

Vs,

For the wagering and option buy-out systerny of the present disclosure, the centra
server system 12 4s pmgrammed o provide to the wager stations 14, wager teroinals 16 or
personal devices 18, 20, 22 or 24 various options for placing wagers on one or more {e.g. a
sequence of and/or separate discrete) sporting events spread over an appropriate interval, The

3

wager stations 14, wager tornunals 16 or porsonal computing systemas 18 would allow a

player to place & wager on a series of {or separate discrete) sporting svents, for example three
iches schedaled to ocour over a three day period, The player would select
the winners, ot in some embodiments the particular scores of the matches {or any other
variables), for each particular sporting event within a defined cumulated pool or other. The
player wonld receive sither a ;‘}rin’ted ticket or an electronic ticket representing the selections
and the amount of the bet. The controller or server system 12 would maintain the pool,
assign tracking identifiers to each wager and ticket placed Wt the ;mni angd determine any

oayout requirements from the pooled wagers in the event of a successiul selection of all of

The wager stations 14 and wager ternunals 1§ may include one or more display

:q

devices controlled by the processor. The display devices may be conpectad to or mounted 10
the cabinet of the wager ternsinal. The embodiments as ggnamiiy Hlustrated in FIG, T may
include, as known in the art, a display device which displays the betling options. This dssplay
device may also display any suitable secondary information associated with the pool
wagering system. The wager stations 14 and wager {erminals 16 may include a credit display

which displays & player's current number of credits, cash, account balance or the equivalent,

in one embodiment, wager terminal inchides 2 bet display which displays a player's amount

&3

wagered, The wager stations 14 and wager terminals 16 may include, without limitation, a

pos

-3

monttor, a television display, a plasma display, s Hquid erystal display (LCD) a display based
on light emitting diodes (LED), a display based on a plurality of organic light-emitting dindes
{OLEDs}, a display hased on polymer Hght-ewitting diodes (PLEDs), a display based on a
plurality of surface-conduction clectron-eminters (SEDs), a display including a projucted
andfor veflected image or any other suitable electronic device or display mechanism. fn one

smbodiment, as described in more detadl below, the display device includes s touch-screen

13
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with an assoclated touch-screen controller, The display devices may be of any suitable size

and configurstion, such as a square, a rectangle or an elongated rectangle. The wager stations

14 and wager terminals 16 may be any sovt of integrated products or stand aloune terminals or
devices, such as, for instance and without Himitation, one for a casino oy betting shop, such as
in the nature of a fyed odds betting serminal (CFOBTT) or & Best Gaming Technology

(BGT™) Self service torminal, 8

e
W
4

xamples, Any other snitable types of products or devites
[ONES 5 3 3 &
commeraially known may alse be utilized where desired and in accordance with the needs of
a particular tmplementation.
The wagss stations 14 and wager terminals 16 also may nclude af feast one payment
acceptor in communication with the processor. The payment aceeplor may include a coin slot
sud/or a payment, note or bill acceptor, as examples, where the player inserts mongy, colns of

tokens. The player can place coins in the coln slot or paper money (e.g., the colns or paper

money may include actual and/or virtual curreney), a ticket or voucher into the payment, note
or bl acceptor. In other alternatives, devices such as readers or validaiors for-oredit cards,
debit cards, credit slips or the He may accept payment. A player may insert an identification
cavd into a card reader of the wager stations 14 and wager terminals 16, The slentification
card may be 2 smart card having & programmed microchip of o magnetic strip coded with a
plaver's identification, credit totals {or refated data) and other relevant information. A player

may carry a portable device, such as a cell phone, @ radio regueney ide entification tag or any

e}

2

other sultable wireless device. which communicates a player's identification, credit totals (or
related data) and other refevant information to the wager stations 14 and wager terminals 16
Money may be transferred fo & wager station 14 ov wager terminal 16 through clectronic

o

funds transfor. When a player funds the wager station 14 or wager terminal 16, the processor
determines the amount of funds ontered and displays the corresponding smount on the credit
display or other suitable display. As should be understood, where the term “money” or
reference o some form of funds is made herein, both actual currencies and virtual currencies
would equally be captored by this term,

In one embodiment, the wager stations 14 and wager terminals 16 may further be
configured tor read the receipt of a purchased ticket, make a buy back offer on the ticket,
accept that buy back offer, print a ticket for the cashed-in value, print another ticket, and/or

adapt the first ticket so the client bas a rovord his ticket is now partially owned by him.

ik,

he wager stations 14 and wager terminals 16 may fnclade at least one and preferably
a plurality of input devices n communication with the processor. The fput devices gan

mchude any suitable device which enables the plaver to produce an input signal which is

14



WO 2014/060850 PCT/IB2013/003028

received by the processor. After appropriate funding of the wager station 14 or wager

terminal 16 the input device is a game selection device or 2 game play button which is used
by the player to identify the selected putcome of each of the games/matchesflegs of the pool

wager on the wager station 14 or wager terminal 16

on hetting of sporting

w
“
s
o
E1
=¥

As this first embodiment of a pool bet systern I8 pren
events, the server has an Input device 26 allowing an operator to enter the results of the
sporting events, the winners of f the matches or games, the {inal scores and/or ather parameters
such as the total score of the game or the point differential. Bt is contemplated that this
information will be entered reasonsbly promptly following the covepletion, and if required
certification, of the sporting event. With the results of the sporting svents for a first sequence
of events, the system will make a determination as to whether any individual wagers recorded
in the svstem have correotly selected the winners {or point spread ete.) of the sporting events,

After some percentage, such a3 a majority, of the sporting events have oeoarred, the
server systemt 12 may be configured to identify the remaining potential winning teket or

tickets for the Jackpot Pool, Lo, those tickets that have correctly selected each of the rosults

P

{win or consolation) of the events of the completed legs, ov vemain eligible for the

consolation prive for selecting a certain percensage of the actual winners (Lo, § of the 8
winnersy. Upon determining the number of remaining potential winners of the Jackpot Pool,
the system will determine the likelihood of sach ticket winning the Jackpot Pool {aloue or
shared with other phx ers, which may be known or modeled), and on that basis mske g
determination as to the atiributed vahse of the ticket based on #s respective probabilily of

"

winning the Jacknot Pool {and the peize if split multiple ways). The server system {2 then

s

makes the defermination of what the appropriate value would be for a ticket in order to make
an offer to huy-out {0 one or more players {as disclosed herein, i other examples one or

more other sources may alio be used In addition to, or a3 an altornative fo, the server system

o

(

{2 fir defermining the appropriate value). In one example, the buy-out offer is for buying an
entire ticket from a plaver {Le.. 1009} an indicated value. As should be understood, the
huv-out offer may be for any desired percentage of & ticket {i.e., any percentage between (%-
E-{‘}{}%‘b}. The plaver presented with the huy-out offer may decide if it will soll the ticket at the
indicated value, not seil at all and retain 180% of the ticket and/or make a counter offer {le

such as a sdifferent percentage amount and/or a different value, eic.}, as examples. If the bu}-'-
out offer is avcepted. the player will receive the indicated value {which may oceur in a variety
of different ways as deseribed herein). In cerfain examples, when a buy-out offer s accepted,

the entity that initiated the buy~out offer will in return obtain legsl ownership of the hicket

15
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¥

from the plaver. In certain other examples, the entity that imitiated the buy-out offer will not

obtain legal ownership of the teket, but merely obtain an entitlement {e.g., a contract) o

p=3

I

obait all or any portion of any future Jackpots, awards or other prizes, ete. {L.e., depending

b
1350

on the ticket percentage related to the buy-out offer) that may oconr in connection with the

ticket from the point of purchase moving forward, In certain other cxamples, the player may

also have the option to offer {Le., counter offer) or sell something different than the original
buy-out offer, such as justa p«:xﬁien of a ticket in response to a buy-cut offer, As an example,

i

and without Hmitation, depending on how a desired system is sel up, the player may have the

s

option to provide a counser offer for consideration by the entity that initiated the buy-out

offer {.g., something different than the original buy~out offer, such as a different percentage
of g ticket and/er a different designated amount for the value, etc.}, and with the entity being
able to accept the counter offer {or alternatively where set up in this manner, 1o otherwise

deny or provide vet another counter offer back to the plaver, ele.). Similarly, where desived,

rather than the entity providing the scceptance, the entity may merely provide an indication to

the player that is agreeable to the torms and/or provide to the player a new buy-out offer
along the lines of the counter offer, which may then be accopted by the player. However, it
should be undersiood that this is merely & matler of logistics for how acceptance is to be

made to a counter offer (either by the entity or playver), but both approaches will accomplish
the same objectives and mray be ntilized where desired. In addition to, or alternatively,
depending on how a system s structured, the player may have the ability to sell something
different divectly in response 1o a buyv-out offer, such as a different porcentage of a tickel, As
an exampile, and without Hmitation, in response to a buy-out offer for 100% of a toket, o
plaver may sell only 30% rather than 100% of a ticked, and the amount paid o the player
would then be similarly reduced, such as being reduced proporfionstely by 30%, or
aliernatively reduced less than 50% i a premium was associated with the 100% buy-out
offer, or any other desired amount depending on how a system is desired to be structuved. As
should be understood, and withoot Hmuation, a player may offer or sell in response to a buy-
out offer any different percentage of the ticket in return for a percentsge of the indicated
valae. The percentage of the indicated value may also vary as way be desived based on the
percentage of the ticket offered or sold, For example, i corfain situations, partial cash-in of a

ticket may be proportionate 10 the ticket’s full valug, while in other situations partial cash-in

M..
”4.

Fthe ticket may not be proportionate with the tioket's Bl value, as the operstor may want {o
incentivize certain behaviors around cashein, according to particular preferences of the

operator, {n ong example, sale of 3% of a ticket may correspond to 5% of the indicated
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valge of & ticket. In another example, a certain dofined “premivm” mway also be allocated

against the plaver for a sale of less than 100% ownership of a ticket; for instance, sale of 50%
of a ticket raay correspond to payment of only 45% of the indicated value {with the preminm

corresponding 1o 3%, although as should be understood, the amount of the premuum can vary
andfor may aiso be adiusted based on the amoant of the ticket sold, as may be desired {i.e., a

lower premium the greater the amount of the ticket sold and the higher the premium the fowe

x

the percentage of the ticket sold). The premivm may also vary, on the value sold or the

}
proximity to the end of the game, as examples, and it would be expected that large sums and
closer 1o the end of the game tickets would attrget the biggest premium, as users should be
foss price sensitive.

In vet another example, whers a plaver sells 106% of & ticket, they would receive i
return the indicated value wgether with a “bonns™ for selling 100% ownership of the ticket,

and that bonus may be sel at any desived value, such as a certain percentage of the indicated

value of the ticket. In vet other examples. the buy-out offer may be for buying alt ar a portion

&
of a ticket from a plaver, In ancther example, a player may receive a bonus for a partisl-cash
in, should thers be o desire to incentivize @ player 1o sell less than 106% of a ticket. {Other
variations are also possibie according to the prefefences at issue. In various examples, the

buy-out offer may be initiated from any type of entity. For example, the entily could

correspond to one or more parites of any type. This may include, for sxample, & private party
or parties working in collaboration and/or a government or guasi-govermental party, ete. For
instance, and without Himitation, the party or parties may be the operator(s) of the netwark or

just user(s) of the network.

o~

By way of example, upon presentation of the ticket to one of the wager stations 14 or
wager terminals 16, the ticket will be verified and the systemn will present the offer to

purchase the whele teket wifl be displayed on the display devices, and the player will have

»

the option to accept or reject the offer via an input to the wager station 14 or wager terminal
16, The plaver can also respond, or alternatively be presented with the option, 1o sell any
fraction of a ticket he/she wishes to sell through the wager slation 14 or wager terminal 18,

A

The plaver may also be able to respond, or offered the option of, seliing different fractions of

the ticket gt different stages or after respeotive legs of the pool event. For example the player

may sefl 10% after fourth log, another 20% after the fifth leg and 30% after the sixth |

Sersin

£g,
thereby still refaining 40% of the original ticket to the conclusion of the game sfter the

seventh leg.

&
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As another example, if affer 5 muatches {or legs) of & 6 mateh pool there are 3

o

remaining tickets that have correctly identified the outcomes of the first five matches {or

o

fegs), and alf having an equal chance of winning the 81 million Jackpot Pool, then the server

tem 12 may caleulate that each ticket has an actual value of $100,000. This would be the

SNk

u’l

e,

case if each person held an owtcome in RRolation of the other two tickets, and then the

probability of each of the three owned cutcomes was 10% or a price of 10.0 in decimal terms,

ipon application of a risk factor anddor margin discount, the server system 12 would

P

establish an ativibuted value and then communicate an offer to purchase the respective tickets
to each of the ticket holders, at 8 price of for example $80,000 for eack ticket, representing a
2% margin for the purchaser. The offered amount would represent a substantial return on a

$2 ticket, and vemoving signiticant volatility for the player, that was one step from winming
$1.000.000 tut also one step from winning nothing. The offer may de for 1009 of the ticket,
oy altemnatively could be fov a partial portion of the ticket, for example an equal ffty percent
share, at $40,000. In this option, # is contemplated that various percentage offers could be
made, for example any 10% luterval from 19 to 90%, at an appropriaie monetary amount.
Thus, the player in the above example could sefl 1096 of the tickst for 38,000 and retain the

otential of receiving 9096 of the $1,000.000 Jackpot Pool.

v

ey

t is also contemplated that the server system 12 will have the ability to receive

additional data via the input device 26, for example various odds on respective wagers
concerning the sporting match or event, that may Impact the atiributed vahue calcolated fir
any given tcket.  That additional formation could be used to calenlate with greater
precision the potential odds, and attributed value, of the remaining tickets after gach round or
teg of the pool. Thus, in the example above, if one of the remaining 3 potentially winning

while ancther has

)'1;1

o

tickets has predicted the final score of the final soceer match as 2-
selected the final score as being 1-14, then the more HRely score of 2-1 will have a higher
attributed value than the ticket having selected 1-10. Tn that event, the ticket holder of the 2-

score maich wmay be offered more, as that ticket’s gttributed valae {(or expected value in

nathematical probability terms) will be highe

3.1 price {OPF?y HLG, and
-1 price (OPF? = 1000 {as it is an unrealistic score but useful for this example}, with

EY = 1000000 (POOLYPrice of outcome/number of tickets holding that outcome.

18
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Theretore, the ticket with the score of the final log being 2-Twill have an estimated
value o 8 $1,000.000 pool caloulated as 100000071041 = $100,000 while the ticket with the

o o

seore of the final e

{I’s':'

being 1-10 will have an esthimated value i a $1,000,000 pool caleulated

as 00000071600/ = $1000. Therefore the person having the ticket predicting the 2-

s

.

outeome will be offered in the vegion of 100 times more for his ticket as bis ticket is 10

times more Hkely (than the ticket with the 110 score) to win the 31,000, jackpot.

v

This mathematical calonlation of EV for fair value can be extonded

3

d to the entire range

of tickets that exist and extended backwards to the tickets romaining after the very Ovst leg if

appropriate. The ticket holders could be offered “cash {07 values at any time, such as from a8
soon as is acceplable and viable. In certain examples, ¥ is envisaged that cash in
circumsiances will increase later in the game when the potential values begin 1o rise
significantly. In additfon, in cortain sxamples, games may include a Consolation Pool andfor

.

a Bonus Pool in addition to & jackpot. Also, in corfain examples, the ticket cash-in or buy

N

back may inclnde the purchase of the rights to other pools. As merely an exemple and
without limitation, in games where there is & Conselation Pool and/er & Bonug Poot in
addition o the jackpot, the ticket cash-in or buy back may include the parchase of the rights
1o the other pools, and the prics offered will inchude the EV/FVitheoretical value of the bonus
ticket é\w‘td any potential dividends frowm the Consolation Pool) giwn the Hve tickely
ramaining. As should be understood, In other examples, the ticket cash-in or buy back may
stifl include the purchase of the rights to other pools even where no Consolation Pool and/or a
Bonus Pool is provided.
As another option in the system, the buy-back or casi-in offer may be staged as an
tterative bidding process. Thus, even afier g fivst offer is made and rejec‘.e;ﬁ, the operator may
elect to make another higher offer upon a subseguent presentation of a toket, However, the
holder of the ticket will not necessarily be given a second offer once the frst offer is rejecied
so that the ticket holder will be unaware of whether a greater offer will follow or i they will
“hold™ position until the vonclusion of the next wmatch or leg of the game.
An output device such 3s selevisions 24 may also be coupled with the central server
system 12 computers 120 and comfigured, for example, to display the pool of betting
combinations and a reprosentation of the tickets or wagers that ave active in the system
resulting from the bettor-selscted game predictions and the results of the respective games or
events that have been completed which form part or gl of the pool events. Such an oniput

device 24 may also include, for example, a visual display andior & printing device.

Adkditionally, such an output device 24 may be vonfigursd to display the results of an event
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taking place at a remote venue, such as the event forming the next leg of the pool. Thus, a
hetting m‘-‘&sr may have a series of televisions and monitors broadeasting the event fe, a

displaying streaming data concerning for example the nuwber of

posy

7
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tickets that remain in the pool, alerts when a goal is scored that elimingtes tickets from the
pool, and potentially the offers to buy outstanding tickets.
The wagering stations 1A and wager terminals 16A may he located at a first venue,

while other wagering stations 148-14N and wager terminals 188 — 16N may be focated at

other remotely {ocated venues, Thus, the network formed of the plarality of wagering stations
T4A-Y4N and wager termijnals 168A — 16N way enable wagering on, and monitoring ofl
events st multiple venues substantially simultancously if so desired. Accordingly, # is
contemplated that the operator could have wagering stations 14A-T4N andfor wager terminals
1A — 16N In muultiple Tocations within a eity, or multiple locations within a state, country or
region, so as to allow pooling of bets in the game across a significant population to drive the

amounts of the Jackpot Pool 1o subsiantial values for esch individual game, series of

enis/matches

I another embodiment, the wagering stations 14A-14N may be located in a singie

venue such a5 @ vace track where, for oxample, a firs! wagering station 14A acts as a server

for all of the other wagering stations 1MB-14N networked to & for conducting the pood

ti‘

3

wagering sctivity, with wagering stations [4B-14N acting as terminals coupled with the

server of first wagering station 14AL

I may be appreciated that the wagering activity and buy-out option according 1o the

present disciosure may be effecied v a spocific snvironment at a specific location on a stands

-

atone {or closed} system or may be clectronically Hnked 1o include play In a plumslity of

.-

environments or at a plurality of locations, For example, the wagering stations 14 A-14N and
wager terminals 164 16N may be disimbuted thropghont 8 variety of wagering venues
ncluding race tracks, off-track beiting facilities, retail establishments {where logal}, casinos.

intteries, and om the Internet. Further, such wagering activity gnd evaluation thercof may

=

~ ~

provide austomatic and immediate performance feedback {(individual and teany performance,
feader boards or other indicia of participant standings, contest time romaining, account

balances, et} to participants via lext messaging, cetlular telephones, PDAs, inleractive

oy
s

. Internet browsers or other applications. Here again, the wide distribution of

tefevision, ematl
avatlabie outlets and devices for entering into the game is intended to aliow pooling of bets §

significant population 1o drive the amounts of the Jackpot Pool to

the game across

a
substantial values for cach ndividual game, series of evenis/matches.
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in a sporis or event based wagering environment, the product concept can be gpplied
to & mumnber of different sports and markets, For convenience, the first implementation of the
prodect will be described with respoct 0 a series of soccer coreect score  and

“lomeDraw/Away CH/IVA™) markets pooled and bet on a weekly hasis.  The system

operator will select muhiiple game (three, foar, five, six or seven or more games) that will

ocour over the following davs or a weekend, For examiple, the system operator may select

three games on @ Saturday, two games on a Sunday and the final one or two gamwes on a

o

Lundn Plavers will be challenged {o select the correct score for each of the games, To win

LEwsy,
m
&,

g

A
&
%%

e

w Pool, the player must select the cowect score of each of the six or seven games.

s

o

The cash in function deseribed herein may be applied even on low kg games such as a pi¢l
=
B}

Avcordingtly, the system operator may offer several different multi-leg outcomes, For

an exemplary description, a version of the pool wagering system will be described using a six

®

leg correct score game run over six soceer matches. However, 1 should be readily apparent
that the pool wagering system may be adapted 1o a PICK-n correct score model. o this
example, i is assumed that the most Hkely result in any soceer mateh will have a high score
of three for either team, as shown o FIG, 4 which shows the total goal expectancy over six
cars for six premier leagues and the world cup. In the six leg pool wagering system, each leg
way consist of seventeen outcomes, these being 140, 20, 2-1, 3-0, 3-2, 3-2 and “AOH" {any
other home win) then -0, 1-1, and “AQD™ (any other draw) and the recipm{:'si. away resuits,
to allow each leg to consist of 17 outcomes. The inciasion of terminal group scores “AGH,
A, ADA ensure hetter user experience and manageable number of probable selections.
Such group could easily be extended to point spreads in games Bike basketball or any others,
where the selections might be minus 25 poims {-23), minus 24 points {~24}, minis 29 points
{-20)...plus 20 points.(+20), plus 24 points (24}, plus 25 points (F28}, ete
it should be understood that the foregoing is exemplary and the potential outcomes

5

can be varied and may not be consistent over various leagues where the number of goals
scored may be higher on average. The alierative anticipated scoves for such a league may
oniy influence the distrihution, but not the applicability of the game, which will have a set of
probabilities for gach respective outeome that may be league dependent,

it

i h

s contemplated that the operator may provide that the minimum amount of the “Jackpet

Ve

Pooi” is gusranteed at a sot level, and most of the other bets offered could be guaranieed to
msure first day retail popularity. Those players who corre {,ﬂ} sefect scores and winners of

the others {less
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each leg will sharg the maximum of either the gu
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any applicable deductions) and also gain entry into a bonus pool. The Bonus Pool may be
won o shaved by any individeals that successfully choose one or more correct score(s) the

following week, or a nominated time or similar
A Consolation Pool may be shared by those who select all the corredt outcomes
{(HAYVAY or another sebset of the correct score game, or o other variations based on, for

o~

example, any five of six or six of seven, The player in this example will not nesd 1o nominaie

v

HAXA but hix correet seore prediction “Home 2-07 will asturally be allocated 1o a “Home”

»
3

outcome i the HAXVA determination of the Consolation Pool. As such on a correct seose pick

7, 7 vorvect BVEVA results in-line with a player’s €S selections will mean the player “wing”
the consolation prize. In racing terms, the consolation will freguently be based on the horse,

dog, race car driver,ele. placing as opposed to winning,

As each match 15 played ~ and each goal is scored ~ player bets represented by their

respective tickets will gradoally be eliminated from the remaining tickets that can still win the

Jackpot Pool. Those that remain will be able to anticipate that the value of their tickets

o

increases as they see the resulls of cach game. The central sevver system {2 may be

i

configured to allow the d.is-pi&y of the tickets that remain active for the Jackpot Pool on cach
of the wagering terminals or alternatively a display boerd at distributed wagering locations as
commonly provided in present cstablishments for example to display soccer matehes, racing
events and available wagering events and odds. While the flagship of the pool play will be
the Jackpot Pool for correctly selecting the six or seven correct scores, other games such
pick three conld also be offvred to be completed within a single day or short time period.
Between legs, and proforably aller several of the games or matches have been
completed, but potentially also during the course of an event for example af the halftime of g

mateh ov event, players with "iive” tickets may be offered the option of selling all or a portion

‘

> thelr tokets back to the systent operator (or alternatively, divectly or Indirctly through the

o~

system operator, o direetly to, any designated third party, such as, without limitation, one or
mwe thivd party oporator{s), business entity or ontities such as & merchani{s), one or more
other persons, efc.) or o retain their tickets and see whether thelr correct seore predictions
vitl unfodd for the wmaining games. As should be understond, any reference to system
operator herein should be construed (o apply egually to sny third party as an alternative, cven
if aot specifically mentioned, The buy-out option will preferably be conununicated through

he wagering station 14, wagering terminal 16, or internet connected computing devices 18 -

24 fromy which the respective wager was placed and ticket purchased. However, as the

wagering stations 14 wagering terminals 16 may not be accessible o the player, Bt is further

Sig
>
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contemplated that at the point in time that the player places & wager in the pool play of the
sresent disclosure they will provide comtact information to allow conunumnication with thelr

computing svstem 18 that is linked on the central server system 12 0 the particular tieket.

“‘i

Thus, the central server system 12 will be able to send a message to the ticket holder’s

omputing system 18, smart phone 20, or tablet computer 23, providing details of the buy-out
offer. If the ticket holder decides to vash in the ticket in response to the offer, the ticket
holder may communicate the acceptance via the computing system 185, smart phone 20, or
tablet computer 22, to the contral server system 120 Alternatively, the ticket holder would
present the ticket to one of the wagering stations 14 or wagering ferminals 16 which in
communicate the acceplance to the ceniral server system 12, and upon vertfication, provide

the ticket bearer with 2 pavout In the form of cash, 3 voucher or check,  If necessary or

Foba

Hetion, the amowe of the payout way be reduced in an

K i:"""
o
)

propriate i the respective juris

amount required to be withhekd for 1ax purposes.

it is anticipated that for the pool wagering system with the buy-back option of the
present disclosure that there will be an nitial guarantee by the operator of the Jackpot Pool in

FLSa
an amount sutficient to oreate ndtial interest, for example $1 million, Thereby, Jackpot Pool
taners will abways be guarantesd to win all or & share of 8 Jackpot Pool egual or in excess
of $1 million. In a first embodiment of the system and product, with respect tw each ticket
purchased the spiit following the takeowt {e.g., set at 25%) may be as follows: 73% to fund

the fackpot Pool, 13% to fund the Bonus Pool, and 10% 1o fund the Consolation Pooks).

?

1

Other splits may be desirable and are expressly contemplated. Therefore i 250,000 {ie,

2 per ticket) was bet into the pool in the first week, the Jackpot Pool would stand

P
s
LA
>
el
o
<
#
EEd

"

at $I40.625 (e, $250,000 x .73 x .75 = $140,625), but any winngrs would share in the §l
million gusranteed Jackpot Pool. Any winners of the Consolation Pool {Le. those selecting
five out of six of the correct scores acourately) will split a share of $25,000 between them less
deductions (Le., $25,000 x 0.75). The following week, winners would get the opportunity ©

select a correct score (for each successfud ticket) from g featured mateh to be Inwith a chance

P

of winning the Bonus Pool, Anvone who correetly predicts that correct seore would theretore
net a share of the Bonus Pool.

Should the Jackpot Pool and Bonus Pool not be won for a fow weeks, then those pocls
may build up to very significant amousts, For example, i players bet a wial of §3,000,000
into the fackpot Pool {over a pertod) but il to win the main Jackpot Pool prize, then a fotal
winfiackpot payout of $2,230,000 will have built vp and any winners the following week

Fackpot Pool winners will get a share of that amount ;ﬂus 3 share of the amounts staked in

Pl

23



WO 2014/060850 PCT/IB2013/003028

of then the potential

)
u

that week. Therefore, if another $3,000,000 is bet into the Jackpot P

wintings will stand at $4,509.000. Should three people win the game, then they will spiit

$4.500,000, giving them $1.300.000 winnings each (fess their price of purchase and/or
deductions other than the takeouy, if appHeable). The Consolation Pool will have been won
previously ~ in ail likelihood ~ and will for example stand at about $306,000 from the current

o

vieek's stakes. I 30 players select five out of six correct scores that week, then they will win

-

ot

y

$7.500 each. The Bonus Pool will not have been won {yet) and will stand at $900,000. The

P

three winners will have the chance fo win the Bonus Pool i the next week, each getting ove

selsction.

As the matches or games for each of the respective tickets are preforably stagpered

over 2, 3 or even 4 days {typically 3 days Saturday to Monday), the system operator will have
the ability to comymunicate fo the respective wagering cutlets or through an online lnterface to

x 3

offer plavers the ability to seil back any tickets which are stili “hive” after one but preforably
§

several of the matches as discussed above. In other circumsiances, such as in tonnis as an

example, buy-back of tickets may be enacted intra leg {betwesyn sets or games), or I fater

tegs. In football, for example, buy back may ocear during live play.

&

3

To further tlusteste, ifa piawr has a ticket where the first three matches/ games ona

&

Saturday were predicted correctly, he/she will have the facility 1o sell back to the system

operator the same ticket and cloge out their position before Sunday’s matches, The buyback

v the server, potentially under the controd of the system operator oy

CY’

vaine will be caloulated
the business pariver, based on the number of mateh legs the ticket has already correctly
predictud plus the remaining predictions for the subsequent games. When a ticket is cashed in

bought back by the system operator), the ticket and all the rights of the ticket will vest in

/"‘\’
o
o

the sysiem operator.  In addition, this buy-out facility will include a margin for the system

3

Foa oxample, i, poing into the Monday night games, a player has two tickets which
are still in play, and their predictions for the final two matches are 2-3 and 1-0 on one ticket
and 2-2 and -0 on the other toket, they will have the option to cash in either or both of their
tickets, The server system under the direction and control of the system operator will
calculate the estimated odds of winning the pool {and pay-out) with cither ticket and will
offer a buyback value to the plaver. The mechanism will be clearly explained to plavers who

can opt to either exercise the opportunity 1o sell back their position or stay in the game until
the end. While as noted above the central server system 12 may have the ability to provide

information on the number of tekets that are still fn play after esch leg or match in the pood,
P g i
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it is alsn conlemplated that the information may or may not be communicated to the
respective ticket holders who recetve the buv-out offer. Thus, the ticket holder may not be
aware that there are only a few as opposed 1o dozens of still viable tickets in a given pool

when the buy-out offer is conununicsted., I the plaver is given some information for
fransparency, i may or may not be leg by leg information, and as such he might know how
many tickets remain but he cannot know if he owns the exact permutations he owns unless

o

same is in the final leg. 1t may however be beneficial fo communicate with the holders of

o)
MI'
-

every remaining hve ticket the exact number of outstanding live tickets, and the scores those

pay |

ickets have allocated ineach leg, The only time the disclosures may ned be communicated

e

will be during concurrent games. The information, if given leg by is,sz. gives 100% clarity on
the potential to split the jackpot ouce published for the final leg. Individugl permutations and
their ownorship level may or may not be given, but they potentially could be.

It is also envistoned that cash-in buy back may also operate dwring live play and offer

continuous cash-in ability as soon as it i technically possibie, for example at the haif-time of

=3

a match or during the runaing of a mateh when possible, It is aiso contemplated that a ticket

conld be purchased with twa or more potential onteomes sclected for the final legs or events,

for example by paying twice as nmuch the player could have one selection in cach of the first

ve fegs and then have two different selections for the sixth leg. In such an eovent, the system
magy odfer 10 buy both outcomes, of each culcome and thereby divide the ticket as between
the original plaver and the system operator. This type of fragmentation of the tickets could
be extended o any log of the event.

back process may include an interactive process that bids the ticket

b
e
Ly
=)
(i
v :f)
113
i}
"7‘

holder in & soquence of cvents for the ticket. For example, the system operator might

ariginally offer the client $100,000 for a ticket that has § correct scores, it the client declines

to seil the ticked, the system operstor might revert {o offer ST05,000, At each step the ticket

e

holder may not be aware if that is the {inal buy-out offer o @ hetter buy-out offer will occur.

]

n cortain oxamples, there may also be only a limited number of buyv-ont offers made andéor

oeed

capable of being accepted with réspect to & particalar game or games, (Lo, made to/accepted
by players participating fn a paticular game) so the greater the number of buy-out offers
declined by a player and/or longer the time pericd before a player sccepts an outstanding
buy~out offer, the greater the risk may be that no additional buy-ont offers will be made t©
that player or an outstanding buy-out offer made to a given player may be withdrawn (fe.,
once the maximum Hmit 1§ reached). Furthermore, the ticket holder may have the period

“

between the offer and the start of the next leg of the bet in which to make op their minds.
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Once the next leg has started, buy-out offers may be auvtomatically withdrawn. It s flrther
conternplated that the ability to wrade or sell tokets back to the system operator may be
continucus, and also in these circomsiances, the bid may be extremely time sensitive

kY

Additionally, as discussed above, the player or ticket holder may have the option fo seli a

4

fraction of their ticket 1o the system operator or other third party. In the first instanee, this

< «

facility may be Hmited where desired, such as to 10% fractions. A player that sells ¢ portion

¥

of hiis ticket back (0 the system operator may then only get paid in respect of the remaining
fraction of the bet should the ticket be successtul. The systery operator may pay the other

portion (o el {or the third party ticket purchaser) if that ticket was successiul.
' a player retains a portion of a ticket that Is successful and thus entitles kim to play a

bonus game, in certain examples, the player will be allowed one selection {ov othor desired
seleetion amount(s)), but will only win the faction of the Bonus Pool that he holds in the
winning ticket, In other examples, a player may be allowed to decouple a ticket, such that &

player may accept a full or partial buy-out of only certain parts of a ticket (s, for g given
jaci’pm, or only certain events listed on a tieket, such as particular games) and with the
revnaining patts of the ticket being unaffected, so that the player retains the endively of these
remaining parts of the ticket (i.o., such as a bonus andfor consolation pool, or any other
gvents Hsted on a ticket, such as romaining games). As mentioned above, when a tickal i

ashed i (he. boaght back by the system operator), the ticket and all the rigins of the ticket
will vest in the system operator. As such, the systom operator would hold the other portion of
the ticket and be entitled to select an outeome in the bonus leg and win the portion {or whole)
bonus. ¥ is contemplated that where the system operator holds a whole or part of a bonus
tieket, they will need to nominate thelr selection earlier than the remaining players, for
example, the system operator must pominate their selection 2 hours prior the sfart of the
honus game, and menthers of the public will only need to offer their selection | hour belore.

This rule would help snsure that the system operator’s selection cannot be made with the

mrior knowledge of the public selection. As a defenlt, any plaver having & valid qualitying

sicket that does not make a selection in the Bonus Pool {or their bonus ticket will be allocated

a selection having a high probability, for example a 11 draw, This may be provided in the
terms and conditions ("T&Cs™ of the gar
fn the context of g lottery game, in certain implementations any player having a valid
gualifying ticket that is not present or found in time for the cash-in phase will be deemed not
to sell. In the comext of slot games, in cortain implementations i 4 thmer expires, the player

will bave been deomed not to have sold. Thus, generally speaking, if a player does not give
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input or is not present to make s decigion as to what hefshe wants to do, the game will
proceed as i player does not want to sell.

In g first implementation & is anticipated that only the system operator will be able 10
offer the buy-out option to the active tickets holders using the central server system 12 w0
communicate the offers. However, # s also contoniplated that the system operator may ase
the central server system 12 to soliclt offers from third parties that would be communicated to

»

e aotive ticket holder. In this embodiment, the central server system 12 could communicate

S

{
the details of the outstandmg active tickets through all or g selec
terminals 16 and gliow bids for the outstanding active tickets to be submitted via the

wagering terntinals 16, As another alternative embodiment, it is conteraplated that the sys

W

M
7]
o
=

operator could facilitate the ability of members of the public to buy and self active tickets like

in the manner of a person 10 person betting exchange, such as, without limitation, of the tvpe

g

offered by Betfulr., Thus, # is also contemplated that the central server system 12 could allow
the posting of available buy-back options so that the public could place bu; -back offers for

example though the wagering terminsls 14 and the ticket holder could select the buy-back hid

With the foregoing description of the implementation, it may be appreciated that
during the course of an exemplary wagering event {e.g. such as a pool, a pariay, an
accumaulator, eto.), the central server system 12 may go through certain of the following
process steps, and in one or more rounds s may be requived to complete a particular
wagering event, as shown in FIG. §, comprising:

a) receiving information on the resulis of the events/matehes from the input device;

B} iuterrogating the ticket base, to count Hve or active ticksts that have correctly

predicied sach game outcome {0 date fallowing cach outoume

o

dy price the active ticket o the probability of the selected outcome;

e} price the active Heket as agaiast the scope of the Jackpot Pook;

§} determine an atiributed prive ((pool size/number of ticket that hold that outcome)”
probability of that outcome — margin) and offer price for the active ticket(sh

¢y communicate the offer price to the active ticket holder for all or a portion of the active
ticket:

h) receive confirmation of accoptance of the offer from the active ticket holder;

ot
apit

complete the buy-out transaction
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iy receive input on the completion of the final events / legs of the pool

i} distribute the Jackpot Pool to holders of the winning active ticket{s},

Further, the concept and system disclosed herein can be adapted for other multi-

outcome wagering sconarios and may include any dosired manner of wagering, including but
not Hmited to those that sccommodate accomulstor or parlay wagering, as an iHustration. For

purposes of this disclosure, a parlay or accumulator wager comprises g single wager that links
together two or more disorete events and in any combination {e.g., legs or divisible portion
theveof) and is dependent on corrcctly selecting the cutcome of the two or more diserete

events. For instance, g parlay or sccumulator wager as referenced herein may include a

3

double, treble or any other tvpe of multiple wager as may be known in the art. As one
Vi 2 g 3

exampicﬂ an accumuiator or parlay may have moch higher pavofts than wagers placed on

b v
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fie difficulty of hitting 8 (Lo, corvecily selecting all evert
outcomes? is much higher. If any of the diserete cvents in the accumulator or parlay lose (e,
. the selected outcome Is incorrect) the entire accunmtlator or parlay loses. In certamn other
examples, where the parlay oy accumulaior wager includes combinations of discrste svents,

\ =33

and one or more of those combinations lose, the player may be still eligible 10 win somg

o

portion of & jackpot, a consclation, or some other sward us may be desired, Thus, in the

comext of the present disclosure, an accomulator or parlay wager may be placed on a multi-
log event (either in the entirety or a designated portion or portions of legs, ete.), such that the

outcome of esch leg cowresponding © the accumuplator/parlay wager wust be correctly
selected for the sccumulstor/pariay wager 1o be cligible for » designated prize or award {e.2.,
a jackpot) or portion thereof In certain examples, the parday or accumulaior wager may be

W ¥

sclectable by at least one of & plaver, a thind party, the wagering system or some other

¢
Lo

manner as may be desived. Notably, for example and without Hmitation, the terms wagess,

wagering, bets and belting as referenced herein may include, without lmitation and for
iHostration purposes only, single wagers, multiple wagers, full cover wagers, full cover
wagers with singies, 'Any to Come' (ATC) or 4f cash’ wagers, specialty wagers, forecasts,
fixed, variable, puaraniced, parimutoe! wagering, fixed-odds wagering, and any other

variations known in the art, etc., alone and @ any desired combinations. For cxample,
multiple wagers may inclade 8 parfay or sccumalator wager.

As another example, & multi-cutcome wagering scenario may include skl machives.
v this alternative, the system could be incorporated into any type ot slof machine game, such
as a progressive jackpot played for example on a slot machine 26 as depicted i FIG. 1. in

this example, each reel or defined number of reels of the slot machine 26 may correspond o a
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erent leg of a mudti~outcome wagering event.  As noted above, gach reel may be g virtual

L

in

b

reef {as in a video or clectronie slot machine, for example} or 8 mechanical reel as
conventional slot machines. Further, any of the type of wager input devices deseribed sbove
i connection with fg. 1 may be used, or alternstively g conventions! slol machine may
operate as the wager input device, in addition, there may be a plurality of slot machine

wrovided for participation by mukltiple participants, and each of the slot machives being in

1

connnunication with a server system controller. Currently, slot machine based games have an
outcome which i3 determined almost immediately even though the machine may take & fow
seconds o display the resulis. Even in the present systems, the game 18 complete before a
rerson has the chance o reglize that they are getting closer and closer o the premier prize. In

i

most examples the reels stop one by ong, with only 1 sccond or 30 between each reell

by
4

However, the display of cach reel stopping is primarily for effect s the outcome of the game
i3 determined by the random mumber gencrator in the game controller shortly afler the play is
mitiated.
The present disclosure may be hnplomented In varlons configurations for gaming
machines or wager terminals known in the art, including byt aot Hwited o a dedicated
gaming machine or wager terminal, wherein the computerized nstructions for controtling any
games {which are provided by the gaming machine or wager terminal} are provided with the
gaming machine or wager terminal prior to delivery fo a gaming ostablishment, and 4
changeable gaming machine or wager ferminal, where the compulerized instructions for
controtiing any games (which are provided by the gaming machine or wager torminal} are
downloadable to the gaming machine or wager terminal through a data network when the
garning machine of wager terminal is ip a gaming establishment, These types of gaming

v

machines and thelr respective operation in both stand alone and pool or progressive gamas

are disclosed in detall in ULS, patent no. 8,105,149, incorporated herein by reference.

By ncorporating the concept of the present disclosure, the slot machine could be
progravumed such that once a fivst level of jackpot indicators gppear in a winning sequence
according to a first randow number gensration, the selection and display of the remaining
indicator or indicators is paused and an offer to buy-out the player is presented. For example,
a person with four “37 on the first four reels and the last reel spimning &8 one step from 2

<

tackpot, {e.g. 32.000,000) and if the machine has 2 20/1 odds to get the last reel on a “8 then

the opcm‘f s could offer to buy-the spin for $100,000, or any frsction of ¥ for the
proportionate amowl. If the player accepted the buyout, the machine would print a cash-out

icket for the buvout amount. The plaver either accepts the offer, tn full or in part, or rejects
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the offer whereupon the random number for the remaining wheel is generated and the spin is

-a

was accepied and the final indicator scloction results in a win, then

‘f{'

completed. 1§ the buyo

=

the operator banks the amount of the jackpot. I the plaver sells only a fraction of the

.

potential jackpot, thew the player receives credits, either on the machine or in a ticket print, of
the fractional remainder and the operator banks the balance.

it s anticipated that the concept will provide great drama and a mited pertod for ¥ {o
P 4

3

be resolbved, and allow players to trade and control their fate. From an operator standpoint,

=)

there may be a Hmit on the duration of the boyout offer, for example thirty seconds or one

his may be counted down for the player on the display, so that the player Is forced

~
i
§

mimite,
o make a decision or simply allow the time o oxpire and the last indicator to be selected.
While in theory the systerm could be used as soon as a single indicator is selected, it is
Selieved that the system s more practically implemented when there are several indicators
that must align before cxtending the fnal spin to provide the buyout or trade-in option.
Thus, # is contemplated that the option would not be provided until the bet/selection bas besn

3

70-90% resoived or else the value of the buyout option is not sufficient to entice the player to
cash-out and the progress and rate of play may be unacceptably slowed down,

The slot machine based system provides additfonal benefits o the house or casing
which the machine s located. First, for an in-house only progressive or peal game system,
the buy-back option aliows the house to bid on and patentially receive {if the bid is sccepted)
the accwmulated jackpot pool. In addition, in the event that the jackpot pool is & progressive
or pont game distributed over a number of properties, so that the jackpot poot will grow faster
or in the event that 8 gaming wachine manufacturer licenses the use of the machines across

VErIOUuS pmpeﬁies, the casine hosting the game {or the gaming maching QEM) may offer the

buy-aut of the jackpnt pool option at the termination of any spin, including the frst spin and,

,

again if the bid {s accepted, the casine making the offer would receive the jackpot pool as if it

were the player whe had won. by this situation, the host casino wonld generate revenues from

&

the They can also

f:&

ame play conirtbuted to the jackpot pool that occwrred in other casinos.

%

make money by buying back at less than actual value, Le., charging margin on the sold ticket
or fraction of g ticket

In accordance with the buy-out pool option of the prosent disclosure, the cash out

button of the gaming maching 26 may be Hluminated when the first sequence of the display

for example the first three of fowr reels align such that the player may be on track o win the

Jackpot Pool. In that svent, the central server system 12 or the wager termunal fself causes

the display 1o present a buv-out offer to the player. If the player elecis to cash-out, the player
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may push the cash out bution and cash out 1o receive & cash payment or other suitable form of
payment corresponding to the offer presented on the display, whereupon the remaining
random selection is made to determine i the Jackpot Pool is won,

In one embodiment, the player may be offered the option of cashing out a percentage
of the potential Jackpot Pood, for example by depressing the cash out button the plavers sells
9% or 25% of the potential Jackpot Pool for the amount offered on the display. If the player
tfor example sells 50% ot the Jackpos Pool opportunity for $56,000, the player will be issued a
eredit for the $50,000 and then the remaining wheel spin or leg is completed. fthe result isa

ckpot Pool, then the player will receive credits for 30% of the Jackpot Pool,

When the player decides to end the game play, he can select the cash out hutton at
witich time the playver may receive cash or other payout mechanisms such as tickets or credit

. - 5

slips redesmable by a cashier (or other suitable redemption system) or fanding to the plaver's
slectronicaliy recordable identification card or the player’s online account,

it is Tarther contemplated that the jackpo! buyout option and the concept and system
disclosed hereln can be adapted for a variety of other “mudd leg,” multi-owicome wagering
scenarios, such as, for example, keno, poker, racing, video games {including live and online
video games, as examples} and lotterics, including but not Hmited to private, public, siate,
natiopal, interoational, social {e.g.. health care or social fottery types) or any ather type of
lottery systems, ete.  For cxample, in a lottery system, affer the periodic tioket purchase
irterval, the lottery operator may draw a defined mumber of Hems, such as numbered balls. As

should be understood any indicators other than numbers may glso be wiilized where desired,
such as symibols, colors, pictures, oo, Tn addition, the game may comprise items other than

randomly drawn balls wheve desired, or pre-printed nuwbered tickets, that then may be
selected by baills or randony numbers or other process. Any of the type of wager input devices
described above in connection with Fig. 1 may be used, or alternatively a conventional lottery

<

machine may be utilized for faput of player handpicked numbers, for providing electronicall
] iy

»

generated numbers, such as quick plok or smart pick numbers, and providing a record of the
§o§tery sumbers for the plaver, such as by printing ofa ticket. In addition, a plurality of wager

imput devices or fottery machines may be utilized and each in communication with a server
system controdler. The total amount of numbered balls making up the lottery system may be

any desived number,
i addition, the lottery system may be comprised of different legs by having one o

more balls drawn at any given time that make up each leg. In this example, cach of the balls

oy
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may be selected in any desired manner, such as being hand selected froem a contalner or

selected via conventional lottery machines, such as gravity pick machines, aly wix machines,
or via computerized random number generators, as examples. The lottery system could also
be sel up in any desired manner for how players may win, For example, # could be an all or

nothing arrangement where a player must win all legs to win a final Jackpot, or win g defined

a‘r

number of legs to win one or more interim Jackpots before all legs are completed, ete,

e

in addiion, a buy-ow offer {or partial buy-out offer

-

nay be made at any {ime afler

o

ticket is obtained uniil tompieiien of the event, incloding {without limitation} afier g

predetermined number of numbers have been drawn, 10 a player and the player may selt all or

3

a portion of thelr ticket. The buy-out offer may also come from a single parly or multiple
parties; for instance, multiple parties operating in collsboration or multiple parties that may

not be operating i collaboration (for example, where the lottery system may “twing” certain
parties together for purposes of accumulating sdequate vesources {for purposes of & buy-out
ST

offer being made).

o)

L.A

o certain examples, the party or parties buving all or part of the ticket
responsy 10 an accepted buy-out offer will obtain legal ownership of the ficket (100%
ownership or a fractional ownership share where only a part is sold, L.o., where both the buye

and seller will end up with part ownership), and will be entitied to win al Jeast & portion of

any future Jackpots or other prizes that may oocur from the point of purchase moving forward
{or even share in the proceeds of prior }'id\p ots or prizes if set up in that manner). In certain

other examples, the parly or parties buying all or part of the ticket in response o an accepted

buy-out offer will not obtain legal ownership of the ticket, but merely obtain an entitiement

{e.8., a contract) to win at least a portion or all of any future Jackpots or other prizes that may

2 o~

ocour from the point of purchase moving forward.

as ¢

As should be wnderstood, wherever the term “party™ is used throughout this disclosure
it should be broadly construed to comprise a single entity or plurality of entities. Also, #s
shonld be understood that otk the player or ticket owner as well as the party making the buy-
out offer may be comprised of a single entity or a plurality of entities,

The value or price of the buy-out offer and/or ticket sold may be variable as may be
desired. For if‘:SfﬁﬂC&, the value or price of the buy-out offer can be set by various sourees,
and he based on any obicctive and/or subjective standards, such as an auction, 2 calonlated

probability (e.g., of winning one or more legs of 2 multi-onteoms wagering event), random-

\ -~

}

number-generated probabilities, a fottery system similar 10 server systens 12 discussed above,
a party or partics iniliating the buy-out offer, an independent third party/parties or

resource{sy, such as the systemy operator, the seller of the tcoket, andior it may be the
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byproduct of negotistions or a barter between the buyer and seller to arrive at an accepuable

"J

wice, ew. in addition, the value or price can alse be affected by the number of parties

»

ecsivmg & buy-out offer; for example, an amount X where there i3 one party and X divided

g

n‘ 6

by 3 where there are 3 partics, efe. As for timing, the buy-out offer could be made prior to

any legs nceurring or at any Hme prior to completion of the event, such as hetween any of the

defined number of Iegs, and may be made just to winners or 1o any other parties, such as
partial winners or to players who have not won at all, but who stilf have an active ticket, such
as before any legs have heen comploted or a ticket that has separate divisions, eic. In
addition, the value or price relating to a particolar buy-out offer {or ticket sold) yay be
representted, conveyed or otherwise characterized in any desired manner, such as, and withou
Hmpation, as a jackpot or povtion thereof {e.g., as at least g portion of at least one jackpot; for
example, a designated jackpot that may be smaller (ie. In value andfor price) than a larger
jackpot that may be available 1o a winner/winners of a multi-outconie wagering svent and set
by any of the various sources gbove), as a prize, a payvment, an award (e.g. monetary and/or
nonmonefary awards, such ag those deseribed above), or any other suitable manner. Separate
and apart from buy-out offers, tiekets roay be exchanged or transferved from one plaver
anether of to any other party or entity fype and at any desired time, and with legal ownership
also being wansferred at the same time. In some circumstances there may be merely an
exchange of tickels and no other value or payment made from one party © anothet. In other
circumstances there may be a value or payment made from one party {0 another, which can

comprise anything the parties may agree to, such as some form of monelary payment or

credit, ov some other form of "value”, such as, without Hmitation, any goods or services or
incentives, ofc.

In one example of a lottery systam, the first x number of balls would be drawn at one
or move predetermined times, such as fromy one "barrel”, which would correspond to one or

more logs. and after a delay of a certain interval, such as one week, the last leg or bonus ball
wotld be drawn. For instance, 5 balls would be drawn on a weekend day and make up the
first log, although any other day may be otilized as well, or even a shorter o longer interval,
such as within minutes or howrs, or a desired number of days, weeks, months or years, Also,
as should be enderstood, the number of balls drawn making up the first leg may vary as well,
such as fewer or more numbered balls, A determination would then be made as to the number
of tickets having the correct numbers. This may be accomplished electronically via the server
systery controdler. In certain examples, the determingtion may involve idemtifying tokets

having all § numbers covvect. However, in other examples, the determination may involve
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identifying those tickets that have some designated number of balls coreect less than 5, such
asdoutof 3, or Joutof 5, or 2out of S or | out of §, ete. In addition, in certain examples the
particular ovder or sequence of numbers on a ticket ave required o correspond to the order of
the balls drawn 1o be considered correct. In certain other examples, the order or sequence of
numbers on a ticket do not seed o correspond to the order of the balls drawn; so long as the
ticket contains the reguisite number of balls that were drawn somewhere on the ticket

1

frrespective of the order drawnl Any mumber of the holders of tickets having the correct

numbers may be provided with a bav-out offer, conducted as a fixed price offer {thatmay not
be consistent o cach playey, if sowe players hold the same terminal number as others and as
such are only eligible to share the jackpot), or as part of an auction system where a Hmited

o 3

nuntber of "buy ouls” may be offered, as examples, followed by a drawing or drawings to
determine the winners from the remaining ficket holders that did not accept the buvout offer,
I addition, with respect {o those examples where g ticket having less than all balls correct
would quality, the particular boy-out offer may be relevant to the number of balls that are
correct, for example, a larger buyout offer the mwore correct numbers on a ticket, andior
eititleront 1o a lavger or beller prize or & bonus the more correct mumbers on a ficket, efe,

Alernatively, any of the players having winning tickets {ov those having & certain amount of

3
correct numbersy may qushiy for a supplemental lottery drawing, which could be the final
feg{s) of the lottery or a bonos round, as examples. For instanee, the qualified players may
sefect or obtain one or more additional nomber or numbers on 8 new ticket for purposes of
the supplemental drawing. For example, the supplemental drawing could be in the form of a

bonus ball, and the winner or winners matching the bonus ball would wir or share in the
Jackpot or g honus Jackpot.

For instance, in this example, cach of the holders of tickets having the correct
ambers {or any other desired pumber of ticket holders) may be offered to attend the draw of
the remaining nuntber or numbers in an organized event, such as via a live gvent atiended by
atl holders in person at a defined location, or aftended by 8 conpnunications medinn from an
oifsite location, such via a video conference or web interface, such as Skype or ooVoo, as
examples {perhaps the following week or other desired time}. In addition, the live svent
could be made accssible for viewing by the public, such as an in person audience, or more
generally viewed over any mass comnunntications mediom, such as broadeast over television,
cable, sateilite, the interpet, radio, mobile communication device {o.g., mobile phones,
tablets, computers, PDA {personal digital assistant), ete.}, soctal media or any other desired

medim, As an example, the lottery system may be set as a reality show that is viewed live ar
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presrecorded and broadeast over television or other medium o the viewing public, In
addition, in this example, before the remaining number{s) are selected, the lottery operator
may provide remaining ticket holders with a buyout option, available to a limited muanber of
players or all of them on occasion. Further, in this iHlusteation, 2 bidding process may be

included as an option, which would have the effeet to add drama to the conclusion of the

14

ame

4]
>

or fostance, the buvout bid could potentially be provided to all the people at the same
3 3 g S

amount for

('#

eir ticket and let them rush to accept, and with the bidding process closed once a
certain percentage have “sold” their ticket in response 1o the buyvout offer, and then the last
bali or balls would be drawn, As an allernative, for example o maximize inferest and iension
for television purposes, the bonus ball {ov last leg or alternatively any other leg) may be

determined by a multi-step process of elimination, resulting In one or more remaining

numbered balls that are then used to compare against the players tickets to determine if there
are any winners (Le., removing one or mors balls in each leg, and including a plurality of legs

so that more and more ballz are removed over thime, until just 8 certain number of halls

r m

1 as one bally, rather than 8 process of selecting one or more balls in one action

o

rems E-.&‘!I‘! SR
that ave used o compare against the players tickets, but either provess may be used as desired.

by

Additionally { may be possible that between cach elimination process or leg {or fower than
each but between specified legs) the individuals siill eligible for a prize may ov may not be
offered an addiional chance to "cash in thelr ticket" with & subseguent buy-out offer or
giters, and the buyv-oul offers may also be increasing in value as thetr probability of winning
increases as the event proceeds toward the last feg or bonus ball. Alternatively, the buyout

offer could be provided to less than all players, at different times, at different amounts, andior

kY

kY o

having a defined period of time {0r players to accept the buyvout bid. It shonld be understood

that the multi-step process of elimination may be used in any mamner in connection with 8

fottery system, such as, including for sither or both of any initial lottery drawings or any

Further, the percenlage of plavers required in order to triggey the close of the bidding
process may be established at any desired value, for tnstance, ranging all the way up to 100%
of the pia}-‘ers that have accepted the buyout offer. The lottery operator may assume the
ownership of the ticket from the players that have accepted the bavont offer. Any wimners
after the final number(s) are drawn would receive or Shai"*- in the jackpot. i theve is no
winner, in one implementation the jackpot may be rolled | other game of gvent
Alternatively, players may also be allowed to sell a fraction of thelr tickets In response to a

e =

pyy-cut offer, to ensure the game is not 160% binary 85 an option, and with the proportion
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being any dosired amount, such as boing subjoet to commercial considerations of drama, and

interaction of players.

it showld be understood that varioss changes and modifications o the presently

o

preferred embodiments and exampies described herein will be apparent 1o those skilled in the
art. For instance, cach of the featores and aspects described in connection with any of the
various presently preferred embodiments and examples can also be used in connection with
any or all of the other of the presently preferred embodiments and examples alone or In
combingtion, even though not explicitly described therein. Further #f should be understood
that all of the features and aspects described herein may be provided through use of any

itable hardware, software or combination of both, as may be desived and i any manuer, In
addition, for example, the gaming system disclosed herein way provide the awards o
winning players in any suitable manner, such as through a suitable bonus or secondary game
or event determined by the implementer or operator of the geming system, and wmay include,

without imitation:

8 Dividing any multt (betling/dealing/trading) outcome intw its subs components,
2} Allow change of ticket ownership or ticket exchange bebween players or other

erttities at any time, including at any point after a ticket s obtained or an event is initiated up

through completion of the event, aller sach stage of the game being resobved, or at any other

[

3

destred thne. The recipiont of the ticket that has changed ownership or been exchanged
would assume the same position as the oviginal owner; in effect stepping into the shoes of the
oviginal owner, and legally supersede the original owner with all rights associated with the
ticket. For example, # change of ticket ownership can ocowr via g buy-out, and the par’{f
acquiring the teket would have all the rights as the original owner, inclnding being ent
win any gward or jackpot that may relate to the ticket in connection with any wagering event.
in other exansples, legal ownership of the ticket would remain with a player, but the

b

wonidd reside with another party where a “ticket

“

entitlement to any award or jackpot is what

change” has ocourred, such as through a buy-oul, or trading or giving a ticket o another

fyv, a party purchasing a partial buy-out of a ticket (f.e., less than 100% of the

3

rights associated with the ticket) would be entitled to win any sward or jJackpot for which the

Ly

s redeemable {n proportion o the inferest purchased via the partial buyv-out. Thus, if

4
)
o
%
114
pa
ko

he party purchased a 30% interest in the ticker, the party would be entitled w 38% of the

o

winnings foe which the ticket v redeomable. As with fisll buy-outs, partial buy-outs can

cir prioe to or at any stage of & wagering event.
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U’

in an illustrative example of a ticket exchange, & pool may be “sceded” (1.e. 8 operator

may place £3000 worth of bets into the pool} 4-3-6 hours I advance of a particular

wagering svent. As the public play into a pool becomes significant, rather than continuing to

grow the pool {i.e, continuing to add money from bets) and have the operator’s commitment

to keep the prices inline escalate, the operator can transfer some of the existing seed money

or Frvestment 1o a player buying a tote ticket, Notably, the tote ticket may change ownership

in whole or in part, before the pool i3 closed, or after the pool has closed b before
ompletion of the wagering ovent,

3} Caleulate the odds specifically, allow marlet forces 1o determine a sale price,
use other particular sublective andfor objective factors, and/or use any desired combination
of the foregoing.

4) Allow the ownership of romaining tickets or number to be trsnsparently

displayed (o the player and or andience, to help cash in or buy-back offers or process,

X

N

53 Transact, with ov without a bidding process or joint bidding process, or anction the
ticket exchange. The implementer ov operator of the gaming system disclosed hersin may
also designate the number of awards, the time al which those awards are provided to each
winning player, the number of rounds i the bonus event, the number of designated oufcomes

in each round dandfor the number of available outcomes in each roungd o suitable values.

44

Such changes and moditications ¢an be made withmy departing from the spivit and
scope of the present disclosure and withouwt diminishing #s intended advantages. For
example, any of the concepts and features deseribed in connection with any example,
einbodiment or variation herein may also apply and be utilized v connection with any other
exampie, embodiment or variation described horein alone or in combination. tn addition, any
of the concepts and features disclosed herein may be provided by appropriate hardware,
soitware anddor combination of bothy hardware and software where desired and deewmed

53

appropriate. 1t is therefore intended that such changes and modifications be covered by the
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CLAIMS
1. A method of conducting a multi-outcome wagemrngnt for one or more
players, wherein the multi-outcome wagering evemgrises one or more slot machine games
resulting in a defined number of reel outcomes, &hdrein a player is presented with at least
one of a buy-out offer and a partial buy-out offeior to completion of all of the defined
number of reel outcomes, the method comprisingties of:
providing one or more wagering input devices cosipg at least one of a mechanical

and electronic slot machine, in communication veiteystem controller through which one or
more players may participate in the multi- outcomagering event, the slot machine
comprising a defined number of reels that are adbfu display a reel outcome for each of the
defined number of reels, said system controllendpedapted for:

initiating the multi-outcome wagering event for ooemore players, wherein
one or more jackpots, or a portion thereof, is aedrat least where a particular number of the
defined number of reel outcomes are determined;

receiving a wager via the at least one slot macimmesponse to input from a
player desiring to participate in the multi-outcomagering event, wherein the wager coincides
with each of the defined number of reel outcomes;

generating and causing display via the at leaststotemachine an outcome of
each of the defined number of reel outcomes taagep) wherein the reel outcomes of at least
some of the reels are displayed at defined intenathe player;

identifying one or more players eligible to winlatist one jackpot based on
the reel outcomes from among players participaitindpe multi-outcome wagering event;

initiating and causing display of at least one blg-out offer and a partial buy-
out offer via the at least one slot machine to anmber of the one or more players that are
eligible to win at least one jackpot for at leagication of said at least one jackpot, at least one
of said buy-out and partial buy-out offers beintjiated at any time before the multi-outcome
wagering event has been completed, wherein a buyffer or partial buyout offer is made
coinciding with the outcome of a defined numbereadl outcomes that is less than all the reel
outcomes;

receiving an acceptance of at least one of the ltugied partial buy-out offers
via the at least one slot machine in responsepgotifrom a particular number of the players
that have accepted the buyout offer or partial btiydfer , each of the players accepting the
buy-out offer will no longer be eligible to exclusly win the at least one jackpot, wherein
each of the one or more players not accepting tiyeolit offer will remain eligible to win the

at least one jackpot, and wherein each of the omaave players accepting a partial buy-out
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offer remains eligible to win at least a portiontbhé at least one jackpot, wherein where a
player accepts a buy-out offer, the player receatdsast a portion of at least one jackpot that
relates to the reel outcomes that have not yet ldetarmined at the time of acceptance,
wherein where a player does not accept a buy-det, @dhe reel outcomes that have not yet been
completed are considered and the player remaigiblelifor winning at least one jackpot, and
wherein where a player accepts a partial buy-dietr ofhe player remains eligible for winning a
least a portion of at least one jackpot;

issuing a credit, tokens, currency or an awardh® ¢ne or more players
accepting the buy-out offer or partial buy-out offe

completing the remainder of the defined numbereel pbutcomes to finish the
multi-outcome wagering event with respect to théeast one slot machine where a player has
not accepted either the buyout offer or partialdutyor has accepted a partial buyout offer; and

determining if any of the players have won theeaist one jackpot or portion
thereof;

notifying the players that have won the jackpoportion thereof; and

issuing a credit, tokens, currency or an awardhéoplayers that have won the

jackpot or portion thereof.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein a designated reétarne of the multi-
outcome wagering event is completed to determiribeife is a winner of a particular jackpot,
and wherein there is a span of time before thegdagéd reel outcome is completed, the method
further comprising initiating one or more buy-out gartial buy-out offers for the designated
reel outcome during the span of time.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising complgtithne designated reel
outcome in a live or pre-recorded event attendethbyplayers eligible to win said particular
jackpot.

4, The method of claim 2, wherein the live or pre-releal event is a reality
show broadcast over a mass communications medium.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the mass commurinatmedium comprises
at least one of television, cable, satellite, theerinet, mobile communication device, social
media and radio.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein accepting a paltial-out offer comprises a
player accepting less than the buy-out offer amosaitd acceptance resulting in the player
remaining eligible to win at least a portion ofl@st one jackpot, consolation prize or bonus
prize.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one oftthg-out and partial buy-out
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offers is initiated on behalf of at least one dhid party and a player, and when a buy-out or
partial buy-out offer is accepted, the third pdrgcomes eligible for winning at least a portion
of at least one jackpot.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the system contraiefurther programmed
to award at least one jackpot, any fractional parthereof, or any consolation or bonus prize to
which a player remains entitled, amongst any corsetections upon the completion of the
multi-outcome event.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of wdut offer and partial buy-
out offer is initiated after at least one reel ame is completed, but prior to completion of all
reel outcomes.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising initiatia bidding process among
a designated number of players interested in aicgept least one of a buy-out offer and partial
buy-out offer, and closing the bidding processradteertain number of the buy-out or partial
buy-out offers have been accepted.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more wageinput devices are
adapted for generating a wager reflecting a defingdber of reel outcomes for a player.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein ownership or parnahership of the wager
is changed from player to player at any time duthng course of the multi-outcome wagering
event.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the system cordrdl further adapted for
identifying the ownership status of the wager.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein the wager furthemgoses a list that is at
least one of printed on a ticket, printed on a vauc and displayed via the one or more
wagering input devices.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more wiagaelevices comprise at
least one of a wagering terminal, a wagering wattkst, a personal computer, a smart phone, a
tablet computing device, a gaming machine, a shathime, and a lottery machine.

16. The method of claim 1, wherein where there are mners of at least one
jackpot, said at least one jackpot is rolled imotaer multi-outcome wagering event.

17. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of dne or more jackpots
comprises a monetary award provided to the playehé form of currency, tokens or as a
credit.

18. The method of claim 1, wherein a combination of-buy and partial buy-out
offers are initiated during the multi-outcome waggrevent, with each buy-out and partial buy-

out offer being made after more reel outcomes haen completed.
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19. The method of claim 1, further comprising providimg plurality of slot
machines in communication with the system controlnd providing capability for
participation by a plurality of participants.

20. The method of claim 1, wherein where a player atscefbuy-out offer in full,
the reel outcomes that have not been completedorm®ented but have no impact on the
eligibility of the player to win at least a portiof at least one jackpot.

21. The method of claim 1, wherein one or more intgeokpots are awarded
where a particular number of the defined numbeeef outcomes are won prior to completion
of the multi-outcome wagering event.

22. The method of claim 1, further comprising initigimultiple buy-out offers to
at least one player, said multiple buy-out offeashecoinciding with the outcome of a defined
number of reel outcomes, said buy-out offers baiigted at any time before the multi-
outcome wagering event has been completed.

23. The method of claim 7, wherein the third party cosgs at least one of a
game operator, system operator, business entidypa& or more persons.

24. A wagering system including one or more wagerirqgutrdevices for allowing
the placement of a wager on a multi-outcome wagegirent comprising one or more wagering
events, the wagering system comprising:

one or more wagering input devices comprisingast one of a mechanical and
electronic slot machine in communication with ategscontroller, the slot machine comprising
a defined number of reels that are adapted to alisplreel outcome for each of the defined
number of reels, said system controller configuced

initiate the multi-outcome wagering event for onmenwre players, said multi-
outcome wagering event comprising one or more rslathine games that result in a defined
number of reel outcomes, wherein one or more jaskmy portions thereof, is awarded where
at least a particular number of the defined nunalbeeel outcomes are determined;

receive a wager via the at least one slot machimesponse to input from a
player desiring to participate in the multi-outcomagering event, wherein the wager coincides
with each of the defined number of reel outcomes;

generate and cause display via the at least ohenalchine an outcome of each
of the defined number of reel outcomes received fayer, wherein the reel outcomes of at
least some of the reels are displayed at defintedvials to the player;

identify one or more players eligible to win atdeane jackpot based on each
of the defined number of reel outcomes from amdaggus participating in the multi-outcome

wagering event;
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initiate and cause display of at least one ofigdut offer and partial buy-
out offer via the at least one slot machine to anmber of the one or more players that are
eligible to win the at least one jackpot, at le@s¢ of said buy-out and partial buy-out
offers being for at least a portion of said at tea®e jackpot and being initiated at any time
before the multi-outcome wagering event has beempteted, wherein a buy-out offer or
partial buyout offer is made coinciding with thetoame of a defined number of reel
outcomes that is less than all the reel outcomes;

receive an acceptance of at least one of saieblbitiand partial buy-out
offers via the at least one slot machine in respaosnput from a particular number of
players eligible to win the at least one jackpaitthave accepted the buy-out offers or
partial buy-out offers, wherein each of the onenare players accepting a buyout offer will
no longer be eligible to exclusively win the atdeane jackpot, wherein each of the one or
more players not accepting a buy-out offer will @meligible to win the at least one
jackpot, and wherein each of the one or more ptagecepting a partial buy-out offer remains
eligible to win at least a portion of the at leasé jackpot, wherein where a player does not
accept a buy-out offer, the reel outcomes that Inateet been completed are considered and
the player remains eligible for winning at lease gackpot, and wherein where a player accepts
a partial buy-out offer, the player remains eligifdr winning a least a portion of at least one
jackpot;

issue a credit, tokens, currency or an awartiéamne or more players accepting
the buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer;

complete the remainder of the defined numbereef putcomes to finish the
multi-outcome wagering event with respect to théeast one slot machine at least where a
player has not accepted either the buyout offepatial buyout, or has accepted a partial
buyout offer;

determine if any of the players have won the astleame jackpot or a portion
thereof;

notify the players that have won the jackpot ottiparthereof; and

issue a credit, tokens, currency or an award toptagers that have won the
jackpot or portion thereof.

25. The system of claim 24, wherein at least one ofug-dut offer and partial
buy-out offer is received during a designated spfatime before the multi-outcome wagering
event has been completed.

26. The wagering system of claim 24, wherein where ayg accepts a buy-out

offer in full, the reel outcomes that have not beempleted are presented but have no impact
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on the eligibility of the player to win at leaspartion of at least one jackpot.

27. A wagering input device used in a wagering systeon &llowing the
placement of a wager in a multi-outcome wageringnéomprising one or more slot machine
games resulting in a defined number of reel outsgméerein one or more jackpots, or a
portion thereof, is awarded at least where a pddicnumber of the defined number of reel
outcomes are determined, the wagering input desdceprising at least one of a mechanical
and electronic slot machine being adapted for comaoation with a system controller, the slot
machine comprising a defined number of reels thataalapted to display a reel outcome for
each of the defined number of reels, said wagenpgt device configured to:

place a wager via the at least one slot machinesponse to input from a
player desiring to participate in the multi-outcomegering event, wherein the wager
coincides with each of the defined number of regtomes;

generate and cause display via the slot machineuatome of each of the
defined number of reel outcomes received to a playberein the reel outcomes of at least
some of the reels are displayed at defined interi@athe player;

identify where a player is eligible to win at leaste jackpot based on each of
the defined number of reel outcomes;

receive and cause display of at least one of adotipffer and a partial buy-out
offer via the slot machine where a player is elgito win the at least one jackpot, at least one
of said buy-out and partial buyout offers being dbteast a portion of said at least one jackpot
and said buy-out offer being received at any tirefote the multi-outcome wagering event has
been completed, wherein a buy-out offer or patii?yout offer is made coinciding with the
outcome of a defined number of reel outcomes thisis than all the reel outcomes;

submit an acceptance of at least one of the buyffat and partial buy-out
offer via the at least one slot machine, whereplager accepting the buy-out offer will no
longer be eligible to exclusively win the at leasie jackpot, wherein a player not accepting
the buy-out offer will remain eligible to win the kast one jackpot, and wherein a player
accepting a partial buy-out offer will remain ebgg to win at least a portion of the at least
a portion of the at least one jackpot, wherein wheplayer does not accept a buy-out offer,
the reel outcomes that have not yet been complketedonsidered and the player remains
eligible for winning at least one jackpot, and wdiarwhere a player accepts a partial buy-
out offer, the player remains eligible for winniadeast a portion of at least one jackpot;

issue a credit, tokens, currency or an award t@tieeor more players accepting
the buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer;

identify if a player has won the at least one jatkpr portion thereof after the
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defined number of reel outcomes has been determined
notify the players that have won the jackpot ottiparthereof; and
issuing a credit, tokens, currency or an awarchéoplayers that have won the
jackpot or portion thereof.
28.  The wagering input device of claim 27, furthemprising:
at least one input device,
at least one display device,
at least one processor, and

at least one memory device which stores a pluraftynstructions which when
executed by the at least one processor, causd thash one processor to operate with the at

least one display device to display multi-outcomagering event game options for the
placement of a wager.

29. The wager input device of claim 27, wherein wheqgayer accepts a buy-out
offer in full, the reel outcomes that have not fpeen completed are presented but have no
impact on eligibility of the player to win at leasportion of at least one jackpot.

30. The wagering input device of claim 27, wherein bhg-out offer is received
during a designated span of time before the muittc@me wagering event has been
completed.

31. The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more patk, the portion
thereof, or the award comprises one or more sedoben the group consisting of monetary
awards, nhonmonetary awards, a prize, a paymengsgrhted currency, virtual currency,
tokens, credits, coupons, services, personal psgpezal property, virtual property, assets,
investments, negotiable instruments, commoditiesd f lodging, entertainment, alleviation of

obligations, gaming opportunities and wager enhaiece.

32. The system of claim 24, wherein the one or morekpats, the portion
thereof, or the award comprises one or more seldoten the group consisting of monetary
awards, nonmonetary awards, a prize, a paymengsgrhted currency, virtual currency,
tokens, credits, coupons, services, personal psgpezal property, virtual property, assets,
investments, negotiable instruments, commaoditiesd f lodging, entertainment, alleviation of

obligations, gaming opportunities and wager enhaece.

33.  The system of claim 24 wherein the wager comprgesor more of fixed odds
single wagers, multiple wagers, full cover wagéu ,cover wagers with singles, 'Any to Come'
(ATC) or 'if cash' wagers, specialty wagers, fostgafixed, variable, guaranteed, parimutuel

wagering, fixed-odds wagering, accumulator or parlaagering, fixed odds, a pool,
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progressive, fixed pool, variable pool or guaradteeol.

34. The system of claim 24, wherein upon acceptandbheobuy-out offer or partial
buy-out offer by a player, the system further casg® at least one or more of:

transferring an entitlement of the player to astaane third party or another player, so
that the at least one third party or another plégsromes eligible to win the at least one jackpot
or portion thereof;

transferring ownership or partial ownership of thlayer, in at least a portion of the
player's wager, to at least one third party orthapplayer, so that the at least one third pairty
another player obtains ownership or partial owripraimd becomes eligible to win the at least
one jackpot or portion thereof;

relinquishing rights of the player, in at leagiation of the player's wager corresponding
to the buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer, befdhe one or more slot machine games has been
completed; and
initiating and causing display of at least a mortof the player's wager corresponding to the
accepted buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer &reast one of bidding and selection by one or
more third parties.

35. The system of claim 24, further comprisingaghcout option, the system controller
further configured to:

receive a selection of the cash out option fromafrthe one or more players that desire
to fully or partially end the wager, wherein thdeséion of the cash out option from any of the
one or more players is provided via one or moréhefone or more slot machines, a hand held
device, a mobile device, a wireless device, a caimglsystem, a smart phone, a telephone, a
tablet computer, text messaging, a PDA, an inteadelevision, email, Internet browser or a
cashier;

wherein any of the one or more players selectivegdash out option to fully end the
wager no longer participates in the one or morerakchine games, and any of the one or more
players selecting the cash out option to partiatig the wager continues to participate in the one
or more slot machine games; and

issue to the one or more players that selected¢dbk out option one or more of cash,
tickets or credit slips redeemable by the playendfng of a player’'s electronically recordable
identification card or online account, or an award.

36. The wagering system of claim 24, wherein abéiand cause display of at
least one of a buy-out offer and a partial buy-offér comprises initiate and cause display of a

partial buy-out offer.
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37. The wagering system of claim 24, whereindtétand cause display of at least
one of a buy-out offer and a partial buy-out offemprises initiate and cause display of a buy-
out offer.

38. The wagering system of claim 24, wherein ting-dut offer comprises a cash in offer
or a cash out offer, and wherein the partial bulyafter comprises a partial cash in offer or a
partial cash out offer.

39. The wagering system of claim 24, wherein th-@ut offer and partial buy-out offer
comprises a full cash out on a single.

40. The wagering system of claim 24, wherein ting-dut offer and partial buy-out offer
comprises a partial cash out on a single.

41. The wagering system of claim 24, wherein ting-dut offer and partial buy-out offer
comprises a full cash out on a multiple, accumuladarlay or pool.

42. The wagering system of claim 24, wherein ting-dut offer and partial buy-out offer
comprises a partial cash out on a multiple, accatoul parlay or pool.

43. The wagering input device of claim 27, wierthe one or more jackpots, the
portion thereof, or the award comprises one or nsmlected from the group consisting of
monetary awards, nonmonetary awards, a prize, angaty a designated currency, virtual
currency, tokens, credits, coupons, services, patsaroperty, real property, virtual property,
assets, investments, negotiable instruments, coitiemd food, lodging, entertainment,
alleviation of obligations, gaming opportunitieslamager enhancement.

44. The wagering input device of claim 27 whetbie wager comprises one or more of
fixed odds single wagers, multiple wagers, full @owagers, full cover wagers with singles, 'Any
to Come' (ATC) or 'if cash' wagers, specialty wagdorecasts, fixed, variable, guaranteed,
parimutuel wagering, fixed-odds wagering, accunuular parlay wagering, fixed odds, a pool,
progressive, fixed pool, variable pool or guaradtpeol.

45. The wagering input device of claim 27, whengbon acceptance of the buy-out offer
or partial buy-out offer by a player, the systemiifar comprises at least one or more of:

transferring an entitlement of the player to astaane third party or another player, so
that the at least one third party or another plégmomes eligible to win the at least one jackpot
or portion thereof;

transferring ownership or partial ownership of thlayer, in at least a portion of the
player's wager, to at least one third party orthapplayer, so that the at least one third pairty
another player obtains ownership or partial owripraimd becomes eligible to win the at least

one jackpot or portion thereof;
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relinquishing rights of the player, in at leagiation of the player's wager corresponding
to the buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer, befdhe one or more slot machine games has been
completed; and

initiating and causing display of at least a jporof the player’'s wager corresponding to
the accepted buy-out offer or partial buy-out offarat least one of bidding and selection by one
or more third parties.

46. The wagering input device of claim 27, furtkemprising a cash out option, the
system controller further configured to:

receive a selection of the cash out option fromafrthe one or more players that desire
to fully or partially end the wager, wherein théestion of the cash out option from any of the
one or more players is provided via one or moréhefone or more slot machines, a hand held
device, a mobile device, a wireless device, a camgsystem, a smart phone, a telephone, a
tablet computer, text messaging, a PDA, an inte@adelevision, email, Internet browser or a
cashier;

wherein any of the one or more players selectivegdash out option to fully end the
wager no longer participates in the one or morerakchine games, and any of the one or more
players selecting the cash out option to partialig the wager continues to participate in the one
or more slot machine games; and

issue to the one or more players that selected¢dbk out option one or more of cash,
tickets or credit slips redeemable by the playendfing of a player’'s electronically recordable
identification card or online account, or an award.

47. The wagering system of claim 27, whereitidté and cause display of at least
one of a buy-out offer and a partial buy-out offemprises initiate and cause display of a partial
buy-out offer.

48. The wagering system of claim 27, whereinatetand cause display of at least
one of a buy-out offer and a partial buy-out offemprises initiate and cause display of a buy-
out offer.

49. The wagering system of claim 27, wherein ting-dut offer comprises a cash in offer
or a cash out offer, and wherein the partial butyafter comprises a partial cash in offer or a
partial cash out offer.

50. The wagering system of claim 27, wherein the-@ut offer and partial buy-out offer
comprises a full cash out on a single.

51. The wagering system of claim 27, wherein th-dut offer and partial buy-out offer
comprises a partial cash out on a single.

52. The wagering system of claim 27, wherein th-dut offer and partial buy-out offer

comprises a full cash out on a multiple, accumuladarlay or pool.
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53. The wagering system of claim 27, wherein th-dut offer and partial buy-out offer
comprises a partial cash out on a multiple, accatoul parlay or pool.

54. The method of claim 1 wherein the wager casegrone or more of fixed odds
single wagers, multiple wagers, full cover wagéu$f,cover wagers with singles, 'Any to Come'
(ATC) or 'if cash' wagers, specialty wagers, fostgafixed, variable, guaranteed, parimutuel
wagering, fixed-odds wagering, accumulator or gawagering, fixed odds, a pool, progressive,
fixed pool, variable pool or guaranteed pool.

55. The method of claim 1, wherein upon accegariche buy-out offer or partial buy-
out offer by a player, the method further comprigieleast one or more of:

transferring an entitlement of the player to astaane third party or another player, so
that the at least one third party or another plégsomes eligible to win the at least one jackpot
or portion thereof;

transferring ownership or partial ownership of thlayer, in at least a portion of the
player's wager, to at least one third party orthapplayer, so that the at least one third pairty
another player obtains ownership or partial owripraimd becomes eligible to win the at least
one jackpot or portion thereof;

relinquishing rights of the player, in at leagiation of the player's wager corresponding
to the buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer, befdhe one or more slot machine games has been
completed; and

initiating and causing display of at least a mortof the player's wager corresponding to
the accepted buy-out offer or partial buy-out offarat least one of bidding and selection by one
or more third parties.

56. The method of claim 1, further comprisingash out option, the system controller
further configured to:

receive a selection of the cash out option fromafrthe one or more players that desire
to fully or partially end the wager, wherein théeséion of the cash out option from any of the
one or more players is provided via one or moréhefone or more slot machines, a hand held
device, a mobile device, a wireless device, a caimgsystem, a smart phone, a telephone, a
tablet computer, text messaging, a PDA, an inte@delevision, email, Internet browser or a
cashier;

wherein any of the one or more players selectiteydash out option to fully end the
wager no longer participates in the one or morerskchine games, and any of the one or more
players selecting the cash out option to partiafig the wager continues to participate in the one

or more slot machine games; and
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issue to the one or more players that selected¢dbk out option one or more of cash,
tickets or credit slips redeemable by the playendfing of a player’'s electronically recordable
identification card or online account, or an award.

57. The method of claim 1, wherein initiatedacause display of at least one of a
buy-out offer and a partial buy-out offer comprigaitiate and cause display of a partial buy-out
offer.

58. The method of claim 1, wherein initiate aralise display of at least one of a buy-
out offer and a partial buy-out offer comprisesiate and cause display of a buy-out offer.

59. The method of claim 1, wherein the buy-oueptfomprises a cash in offer or a cash
out offer, and wherein the partial buy-out offemgises a partial cash in offer or a partial cash
out offer.

60. The method of claim 1, wherein the buy-oueo#nd partial buy-out offer comprises
a full cash out on a single.

61. The method of claim 1, wherein the buy-oueo#nd partial buy-out offer comprises
a partial cash out on a single.

62. The method of claim 1, wherein the buy-oueo#nd partial buy-out offer comprises
a full cash out on a multiple, accumulator, padayool.

63. The method of claim 1, wherein the buy-oueo#nd partial buy-out offer comprises
a partial cash out on a multiple, accumulator,gyadr pool.

64. The method of claim 1, wherein the one or nstsemachine games comprise keno.

65. The wagering system of claim 24, wherein the or more slot machine games
comprise keno.

66. The wagering input device of claim 27, whettbi® one or more slot machine games
comprise keno.

67. A wagering apparatus operative with one or maagering devices for allowing
a placement of a wager on an event comprised ofcon@more legs, the wagering apparatus
comprising:

a server system controller configured to commueicaith one or more wagering
devices, said server system controller programmeatise the wagering devices to:

display one or more wagering events;

select, in response to input from one or moregrk®yone or more wagering events upon
which at least one wager is accepted, wherein ath&east one wager associated with the
selection, of the one or more wagering eventsahagssociated jackpot;

generate a ticket and associated record withiatabdse reflecting the wagering event
selections from the one or more players;

receive input of an outcome of the wagering events
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determine whether one or more tickets have thenpiad to correctly select the outcome
of at least one wagering event, thereby qualifyimy of the one or more players to win the
jackpot or a portion thereof;

generate and cause display of a cash out optiéullyoor partially end the wager to any
of the one or more players that are qualified to thie jackpot or a portion thereof;

receive a selection of the cash out option fromafrthe one or more players that desire
to fully or partially end the wager; and

issue one or more of a credit, tokens, curreooypon, voucher, credit slip, or prize, or
funding of a player’s electronically recordableritiécation card or online account to any of the

one or more players selecting the cash out option.

68. The wagering apparatus of claim 67, wheregnsilection of the cash out option
is provided via one or more of the one or more wiagedevices, a hand held device, a mobile
device, a wireless device, a computing system,artgphone, a telephone, a tablet computer, text
messaging, a PDA, an interactive television, enhatiérnet browser or a cashier.

69. The wagering apparatus of claim 67, wheegip of the one or more players
selecting the cash out option to fully end the wage longer participates in the multi-outcome
wagering event, and any of the one or more plaselecting the cash out option to partially end
the wager continues to participate in the multicoate wagering event.

70. The wagering apparatus of claim 67, wherea ditistem controller is further
programmed to cause the one or more wagering detdce

generate and cause display of at least one propodally or partially buyout any
number of the one or more players that are qudlifiewin the jackpot or a portion thereof; and

issue a credit, tokens, currency, coupon, vouohnesrize to any of the one or more
players accepting the at least one proposal.

71. The wagering apparatus of claim 70, wherba gystem controller is further
programmed to cause the one or more wagering detace

generate and cause display of one or more additimoposals to fully or partially buy-
out to any number of the one or more players thaemot accepted the at least one proposal to
fully or partially buyout; and

issue a credit, tokens, currency, coupon, voudnegprize to any of the one or more
players accepting the one or more additional pralsos

72. The wagering apparatus of claim 67, wherem ditistem controller is further
programmed to cause the one or more wagering detdce

complete the one or more legs to finish the event;

determine if any of the players have won a jackwqtortion thereof;
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notify the players that have won a jackpot or iporthereof; and

issue a credit, tokens, currency coupon, vouch@rige to the one or more players that
have won a jackpot or portion thereof.

73. The wagering apparatus of claim 67 whereileadt one of the event and wager
comprises one or more of fixed odds single wagatstiple wagers, full cover wagers, full cover
wagers with singles, 'Any to Come' (ATC) or 'if bawagers, specialty wagers, forecasts, fixed,
variable, guaranteed, parimutuel wagering, fixedsodlagering, accumulator or parlay wagering,
fixed odds, a pool, progressive, fixed pool, vaegiool or guaranteed pool.

74. The wagering apparatus of claim 67, wheregnetfent comprises at least one of
an entire event, a partial event, a divisible congm of an event, multiple independent events
occurring sequentially or concurrently, and a cdatign of related events, wherein the event
comprises one or more selected from the group somgiof sporting events, eSports, e-sports,
competitive gaming, electronic sports, lotteriesalrgames, virtual games, fantasy events,
fantasy games, live events, pre-recorded evenisieoavents, broadcast events, slot machines,
card games, keno, video games, racing, poker,igmlisales, stocks, celebrity gossip, movies,
and reality TV, wherein the sporting events conggsleast one or more of any sport, including
any sport selected from the group consisting oftfalb ("soccer"), American football, Australian
rules football, baseball, cricket, basketball, gblbckey, auto racing, legends, rugby, wrestling,

surfing, mixed martial arts.
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