ABSTRACT A content usage device 1 includes (i) a |icense managenent unit
la that holds license information and (ii) a content output unit 1b that
uses a content in conpliance with license information and out puts the
content in at |east one manner of a sound, video and data. The |icense

managenment unit la, upon receiving a request of |icense inmmmmmmmmmmwmom
the content output unit 1b, requests a |license nanagenent ' her
content usage device to transfer the |license information and agguibs es the
i cense information, and passes the acquired license information to the

content output unit 1b. The contegBSpREETUNIt 1b uses a content in

conpliance with the |license informati on passed fromthe |icense nanagenent
unit | a. A content usage device 1 includes (i) a license management

unit 1a that holds license information and (ii) a content output unit
1b that uses a content in compliance with license information and

5 outputs the content in at least one manner of a sound, video and
data. The license management unit 1a, upon receiving a request of
license information from the content output unit 1b, requests a
license management unit of another content usage device to
transfer the license information and acquires the license information,

10 and passes the acquired license information to the content output
unit 1b." The content output unit 1b uses a content in compliance
with the license information passed from the license management
unit 1a.
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