
Offshore Foundation System With Integral Elements For Preloading And
Extracting   Abstract    The present invention describes an offshore
foundation system (10,10a,10b)  that is operable for preloading after
self-weight installation on a seabed without relying  on additional or
external ballasts. The foundation system (10, 10a, 10b) is also operable
for extraction by reversing the process of preload operation. In one
embodiment, the  foundation system (10) comprises a reaction base (20) and
suction compartment (60).  In another, the foundation system (10a,10b)
comprises a plurality of units of reaction  base (20) and suction
compartments (60), with the units being connected by bridging  structures
(21). In yet another, the foundation system comprises a reaction base (20)
and a plurality of suction compartments (60). A closed-top of the suction
compartment  (60) projects above the reaction base (20) so that, in use,
there is a gap h between a top  of a soil plug inside a suction compartment
(60) and its closed-top. FIG. 1 for publication. 


