SURG CAL STAPLER HAVI NG A PLASTI C CLOSURE PLATE ABSTRACT OF THE DI SCLOSURE
A surgical instrunent for applying a plurality of surgical fasteners to body
ti ssue. The surgical instrunent includes a frame having a proxi mal end and
a distal end, with a handle at the proximal end and a support structure at
the distal end. The support structure is adapted to support cartridge
containing the plurality of surgical fasteners. The instrument further

i ncludes a closure nmenber for supporting at |east a portion of the
cartridge for novenent froma proxinmal end of the support structure to a

di stal end of the support structure, wherein at |east a portion of the

cl osure nenber is nade fromplastic. (Figure 1)
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A surgical instrument for applying a plurality of surgical fasteners to body tissue. The surgical
instrument includes a frame having a proximal end and a distal end, with a handle at the proximal end
and a support structure at the distal end. The support structure is adapted to support cartridge
containing the plurality of surgical fasteners. The instrument further includes a closure member for
supporting at least a portion of the cartridge for movement from a proximal end of the support
structure to a distal end of the support structure, wherein at least a portion of the closure member is

made from plastic.

(Figure 1)
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