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  [0014] 

Fig. 1 is an external perspective view of a refrigerator 1 according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; Fig. 2 is a front view of the refrigerator 1; 
and Fig. 3 is a top view of the refrigerator 1. With reference to Figs. 1 to 3, the 
refrigerator 1 includes a casing 2, a freezer-compartment door 3 and a refrigerator-
compartment door 4 covering an opening in the front face of the casing 2. The 
casing 2 is composed of a steel outer box and a resin inner box. The space defined 
between the outer and inner boxes is filled with a foam insulator. The storage space  
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inside the casing 2 is separated into a freezer compartment and a refrigerator 
compartment with an insulated partition. The freezer-compartment door 3 and the 
refrigerator-compartment door 4, which can be opened and closed, seal the freezer 
compartment and the refrigerator compartment, 
respectively, inside the casing 2. The freezer-compartment door 3 and the 
refrigerator compartment door 4 are pivotable about a hinge 6 supporting a door 
rotary shaft 6a. The hinge 6 is disposed on the top portion of the refrigerator 1 at 
the right front edge and is covered with a hinge cover 5. A handhold A extending 
in the vertical direction is disposed on the left portion of the front faces of the 
freezer-compartment door 3 and the refrigerator-compartment door 4.  
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[0019] 

The front insertion groove 30a is disposed near the right edge on the front 
face of the door trim 30. The rear insertion groove 30b is disposed near the left 
edge on the rear face of the door trim 30 and parallel to the front insertion groove 
30a. The front insertion groove 30a and the rear insertion groove 30b are concave 
in horizontally opposite directions. During assembly of the external panel 10, the 
edge of the flat portion 11a of the front outer subpanel 11 is inserted into the front 
insertion groove 30a from the right, whereas the edge of the insertion portion 12d 
of the rear outer subpanel 12 is inserted into the rear insertion groove 30b from the 
left. In this way, the front outer subpanel 11 and the rear outer subpanel 12 are 
aligned by the front insertion groove 30a and the rear insertion groove 30b of the 
door trim 30, preventing misalignment in the horizontal direction of the external 
panel 10. The front outer subpanel 11 and the rear outer subpanel 12 are 
independently connected to the door trim 30. Thus, if the front outer subpanel 11 
and the rear outer subpanel 12 are misaligned in the vertical direction, the 
subpanels can be individually realigned, and thus the misalignment can be readily 
corrected. 

 

 










