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14 Text gathering unit 
16 Synonym candidate search unit 
18 Synonym source search unit 
20 Synonym relation extraction unit 
22 Synonym period commencement determination unit 
30 Synonym candidate generation unit 

(57) Abstract: [Problem] To provide a synonym relation de­
termination device with which a synonym relation is extrac­
ted and generalized of a synonym candidate, the meaning of 
which changes over time from natural language which is used 
in an indefinite plurality of texts. [Solution] A synonym rela­
tion determination device comprises: a synonym expression 
candidate storage unit (10) which associates and stores a syn­
onym candidate (EW) with the synonym source (OW); a text 
gathering unit (14) which associates and gathers text with an 
issuing time; a synonym candidate search unit (16) which cal­
culates from the issuing time of the text a time interval (PD) 
in which the synonym candidate (EW) is searched in a text 
set (TX); a synonym source search unit (18) which searches 
for a synonym source (OW) from the text set (TX) of a period 
which overlaps with the time interval (PD) in which the syn­
onym candidate (EW) is searched for and calculates an occur­
rence of the synonym source (OW); and a synonym relation 
extraction unit (20) which, when the occurrence of the syn­
onym source (OW) is present in the time interval (PD) in 
which the synonym candidate (EW) is searched for, extracts a 
synonym relation between the synonym candidate (EW) and 
the synonym source (OW). 
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