Mal«ei c- aci d and/ or ot her hydrogenatable precursors are hydrogenated in the
presence of a noble netal catalyst to 1,4-butanediol. The production and
yields of 1,4-butanediol are enhanced by the addition of iron to the

hydr ogenat abl e precursor feed.
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IMPROVED PROCESS FOR THE HYDROGENATION OF MALEIC ACID
TO 1,4-BUTANEDIOL

ABSTRACT

Maleic acid and/or other hydrogenatable precursors are hydrogenated in the
presence of a noble metal catalyst to 1,4-butanediol. The production and yields of

1,4-butanediol are enhanced by the addition of iron to the hydrogenatable precursor feed.



