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(54) Title: DRILL PIPE
(57) Abstract: A drill pipe (10) having an elongate tubular body (12) with

RN HI N an interior surface enclosing a main bore (14) which extends generally par-
jo'—" g3 allel to a longitudinal axis (A) of the tubular body (12) from a first end to a
E second end of the tubular body (12), a side port (16) provided in an exteri-
e ? or surtace of the tubular body (12), a side bore (18) extending through the
N , body (12) from the main bore (14) to the side port (16), and a valve assem-
o /__‘é\ R bly (20, 22) which is operable to substantially prevent flow of fluid along
- 1 the main bore (14) and to substantially prevent flow of fluid along the side
’? 12 bore (18), wherein the valve assembly (20, 22), side port (16) and side bore
7] 7 / (18) are provided in a first connection portion (10a) of the drill pipe (10) at
’ —10 the first end thereof, the first connection portion (10a) comprising a thick-
10a //, o ened portion of the tubular body (12) in which the separation of the interior
- 7 24 surface and the exterior surface is substantially greater than the adjacent
] & % 26 portion of the tubular body (12), the length of the connection portion (10a)
ét N 0 29 girgﬂlel to the longitudinal axis (A) of the tubular body (12) being less than
A TE ‘ .
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