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SKIRTING HAVING A PROFILED RAIL

The invention relates to a skirting having a profiled
rail in accordance with the preamble of Patent Claim 1.

DE 1 763 163 Ul has disclosed a skirting which has a
profiled rail made from plastic. This profiled rail is
substantially U-shaped, with an accommodating area for
a covering being formed between the limbs of the U
profile. In general, a piece of any covering that also
forms the adjoining floor covering is used here, with
the result that the skirting and the floor covering

give the same visual iImpression.

DE 29 12 030 C2 discloses a skirting of the generic
type in which a decorative strip can be clipped in. The
decorative strip has stops which interact with a recess
in the skirting. In order to hold the decorative strip
on the skirting, a spring is provided on the skirting,
said spring pressing against the decorative strip from
behind. This skirting is tried and tested and forms the
starting point for the present invention.

The invention is based on the object of providing a
skirting of the type mentioned at the outset which is
characterized by more universal applicability.

This object is achieved according to the invention by
the features of Patent Claim 1.

In known types of skirting, the covering i1s adhesively
bonded directly to a vertical web of the profiled rail
forming the skirting. The covering is therefore spread
out to a greater or lesser extent in the skirting,
depending on the thickness of the covering, which
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impairs the visual impression of the skirting. It was
therefore necessary to produce different types of
skirting for different thicknesses of covering, which
forced up the degree of complexity involved in terms of
production and storage and the focus was primarily on
the application in connection with thin coverings. In
order to be able to use the skirting more universally,
it is necessary to match the thickness to the
respective thickness of the covering. This is
implemented in accordance with Claim 1 in that the
profiled rail of the skirting has stops against which
the covering is pressed. The force of pressure required
for this is applied by at least one spring. This
ensures that that side of the covering which i1s visible
through an opening in the profiled rail always assumes
the same position. In the case of thick coverings, the
spring 1is compressed to a correspondingly greater
extent and, in the case of thin coverings, to a
correspondingly lesser extent, wherein this
compensation takes place within the non-visible
accommodating area within the profiled rail. It is thus
possible for one and the same skirting to be used for
floor coverings of different thicknesses without the
visual i1mpression of the skirting overall being
adversely affected. It 1is therefore possible, for
example, for the upper termination of the skirting to
be shaped in such a way that it is aligned with the
stop. IT the stop i1s formed so as to be correspondingly
thin, a virtually aligned orientation with respect to
the covering also results. This visually desirable
alignment i1s iIn this case independent of the thickness
of the covering since the visible side of the covering
always bears against the stop.
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In particular when using deformable coverings such as
carpets, for example, the spring can result iIn an
undesired bulbous deformation of the covering if the
spring acts at least also in the central region of the
covering, where the stops are not pressing iIn the
opposite direction. On the other hand, the covering is
not positioned flat in the accommodating area either if
pressure is applied with the at least one spring
exclusively to the peripheral region of said
accommodating area. In order to solve this problem,
Claim 1 proposes that the at Ileast one spring Iis
provided on at least one plate which is aligned with
the covering. This ensures that the covering 1is
exclusively pressed flat, which prevents any bulbous
deformation of the covering irrespective of the
stability thereof.

In order to achieve a design of the skirting which is
as simple as possible and therefore as cost-effective
as possible, it is advantageous 1In accordance with
Claim 2 if the at least one spring is integral with the
profiled rail. In this case, the spring 1is produced
together with the profiled rail in one working step,
and 1t is also not necessary for the spring to be
fitted in any way within the skirting.

As an alternative, i1t is favourable in accordance with
Claim 3 if the at least one spring is provided as a
separate component part between the profiled rail and
the covering. It 1is then possible, without any
problems, for the spring to be manufactured from a
different material from the skirting. This 1s
advantageous in particular in those cases where the
skirting is manufactured from materials with poor
elasticity such as aluminium, for example. A spring
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manufactured from aluminium would break relatively
quickly owing to material fatigue. The thickness
matching can be performed within a relatively wide
range by virtue of springs being used for particularly
thick coverings which have a shorter spring excursion
than those used for very thin coverings. In this case,
the profiled rail for the skirting itself remains
unchanged.

In order to simplify the production of the entire
skirting, it is advantageous in accordance with Claim 4
iT the at least one spring is integral with the plate.
Any fitting steps for fastening the spring to the plate
are therefore no longer required.

In order to make the production of the at least one
spring as cost-effective as possible, it is
advantageous in accordance with Claim 5 if the spring
is cut free from or bent out of the profiled rail or
the plate. In this case it 1is insignificant whether
this shape 1is achieved by cutting or milling and
subsequent bending or by means of injection moulding,
for example. It is merely important that the spring
extends outside the plane extent of any component part
on which i1t is held and is capable of moving relative
to this component part. The desired spring effect can
thus be achieved.

Finally, it is favourable in accordance with Claim 6 if
the at least one spring consists of an elastic metal, a
polymer and/or a polymer TfToam. |In particular iron
alloys such as spring steel or the like have proven to
be successful when used as the elastic metal. Possible
polymers are in particular polyethylene, polyurethane
or similar substances. As an alternative, the spring



10

15

20

25

30

- 5 -
can also be realized by a polymer foam which can be
applied to the profiled rail or the plate over the
entire area, for example. This polymer foam is in this
case preferably open-celled in order to realize as
great a spring excursion as possible.

The subject matter of the invention will be explained
by way of example with reference to the drawing without
restricting the scope of protection.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 shows a three-dimensional, partially
sectioned illustration of a Tfirst embodiment
of a skirting,

Figure 2 shows a second embodiment of the skirting,
and

Figure 3 shows a third embodiment of a skirting.

Figure 1 shows a three-dimensional illustration of a
first embodiment of a skirting 1. This skirting 1 has a
profiled rail 2, which has an accommodating area 11 for
a covering 5 and an opening 3. The opening 3 1is
dimensioned so as to be smaller than a width 6 of the
covering 5. The profiled rail 2 is equipped with stops
4 on both sides of the opening 3, and the covering 5
bears against said stops. Preferably, however, the
opening 3 is wide enough to make it possible to fit the
covering 5 through the opening 3. In this case, the
covering 5 is tilted relative to the profiled rail 2
and pushed behind the upper stop. Then, the covering 5
is pressed in with its lower edge and pushed behind the

lower stop 4.
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In order to ensure that the covering 5 bears cleanly
against the stops 4 irrespective of the thickness 6 of
said covering, the skirting 1 has a plurality of
springs 7. These springs 7 exert a force on the
covering 5 which is directed towards the stop 4. The
springs 7 are in this case cut free from the rear wall
9 of the profiled rail 2 by cuts 8. The springs 7 are
thus freely movable and are bent out of the plane
extent of the rear wall 9 iIn such a way that they exert
a corresponding prestress on the covering 5 even in the
case of thin coverings 5. In order to prevent the
covering 5 from tipping about a longitudinal axis, the
springs 7 are arranged iIn such a way that they act
alternately, fTirstly in the region of the upper stop 4
and secondly in the region of the lower stop 4.

Figure 2 shows an alternative embodiment of the
skirting 1 shown 1in Figure 1, wherein the same
reference symbols denote the same parts. The text which
follows merely provides details of the differences in
relation to the embodiment shown in Figure 1.

In this embodiment, the springs 7 are not integral with
the rear wall 9 of the profiled rail 2 but are integral
with an additional plate 10, which is provided as a
separate part iIn the accommodating area 11 for the
covering 5. The plate 10 presses flat against the
covering 5 and stabilizes said covering. This measure
is Important for preventing the covering 5 from bending
between the stops 4, iIn particular iIn the case of
highly flexible coverings 5, such as those made from a
textile material, for example. The springs 7 are cut
free from the plate 10 by corresponding cuts 8 in the
same way as in the embodiment shown in Figure 1.
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Finally, Figure 3 shows a further alternative
embodiment of a skirting 1 as shown in Figure 1,
wherein, in turn, the same reference symbols denote the
same parts. The text which follows merely provides
details of the differences 1in relation to the

embodiment shown in Figure 1.

In this embodiment, the spring 7 is formed by a polymer
foam 12, which can be adhesively bonded to the rear
wall 9 or to the covering 5, for example. This adhesive
joint is not absolutely necessary, however. Preferably,
the polymer foam 12 is fastened to the rear wall 9 of
the profiled rail 2 in order to be able to replace the
covering 5 easily. In order to facilitate fTitting of
the covering 5, the polymer foam 12 is formed so as to
taper at an angle at the rear. The covering 5 can thus

be tilted more easily.
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List of reference symbols

skirting
profiled rail
opening

stop
covering
visible side
thickness
width

spring

cut

rear wall
plate
accommodating area

polymer foam

-8 -



10

15

20

25

-9 -
Patent claims

Skirting having a profiled rail (2) which forms an
accommodating area (11) for a covering (5), the
accommodating area (11) having at [least one
opening (3), through which a visible side (57) of
a covering (5) can be seen, the profiled rail (2)
having stops (4) on both sides of the opening (3)
which are drawn towards said opening and the
opening (3) being dimensioned so as to be smaller
than a width (6%) of the covering (5), and the
covering (5) being pressed against the stops (4)
by at least one spring (7), characterized iIn that
at least one plate (10) i1s provided between the at
least one spring (7) and the covering (5) in order
to keep the covering (6) flat, and in that the at
least one spring (7) 1is provided as a separate
component part between the profiled rail (2) and
the at least one plate (10).

Skirting according to claim 1, characterized 1in
that the at least one spring (7) consists of an
elastic metal, a polymer and/or a polymer foam.



