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FIG. 8
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Carrying the payload vehicle from a ground location to a first

altitude, while the payload vehicle is concurrently coupled to a
booster vehicle to provide a composite vehicle, via a carrier vehicle;
and decoupling the composite vehicle from the carrier vehicle at said

first altitude and at a first predetermined forward speed

///4200

Operating the uncoupled booster vehicle of the composite vehicle to

transport the booster vehicle to at least a second altitude under
propulsive power provided by a ramjet propulsion system comprised
in the booster vehicle; and decoupling the payload vehicle from the
booster vehicle at said second altitude and at a second predetermined

forward speed

///’1300

Operating the payload vehicle to transport the payload vehicle to at

least said predetermined altitude and at a third predetermined

forward speed under propulsive power provided by a rocket

propulsion system comprised in the payload vehicle

FIG. 12



