. ABSTRACT This invention relates to nethods of culture
of chondrocytes, and in particular to nethods of preparation of chondrocyte
cultures suitable for use in tissue grafting. The invention provides a
matri x for chondrocyte culture, conprising a resorbable polynmer nmaterial,
optionally pre-coated with a tissue-conpatible polynmer, and coated with a
ti ssue-conpatible protein. Preferably the resorabable polyner material is a
resorbabl e suture material. The invent4 on al so provides a cartil age

i nplant, conprising a matrix according to the invention, and cul tured
chondrocytes adhered to and/or gromnng into the matrix, and nethods of

preparing cartilage inplants, .an fAFQ’E‘epar' ng cartilage |esions.
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This invention relates to methods of culture of chondrocytes, and in
particular to methods of preparation of chondrocyte cultures suitable for use in tissue
grafting. The invention provides a matrix for chondrocyte culture, comprising a
resorbable polymer material, optionally pre-coated with a tissue-compatible polymer,
and coated with a tissue-compatible protein. Preferably the resorabable polymer
material is a resorbable suture material. The invention also provides a cartilage
implant, comprising a matrix according to the invention, and cultured chondrdcytes
adhered to and/or growing into the matrix, and methods of preparing cartilage implants,
and methods of preparing cartilage lesions.

(FIGURE 1 IS SUGGESTED FOR PUBLICATION)



