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CLAIMS 

1 /4  laim I] 	An information terminal linking system comprising a portable terminal to be used 

for , edetermined business tasks, a device terminal to which business task devices are connected 

to exe 	te the processing for the business tasks, and a server, which are connected via a 

communication network, wherein, when the business tasks are executed, 

the portable terminal transmits, according to a processing condition for the 

business tasks, 	quest information including the processing condition pursuant to preprocessing 

decision informat • 1 defining a time when the portable terminal transmits the request 

information, the requ-  t information being for making a request to the device terminal for a part 

of the processing as prep . cessing; and 

the device te • final receives the request information from the portable terminal 

and causes the business task de ices to execute the preprocessing according to the processing 

condition. 

[Claim 2j 	An information termi .1 linking system according to Claim 1, wherein 

the portable terminal sto -s in advance preprocessing decision information 

indicating a time when preprocessing is to ie executed; decides, in reference to the preprocessing 

decision information, whether it is time to req•est preprocessing in the processing condition; and 

transmits the request information if the portable t 	inal decides that it is time that it is possible 

to request the preprocessing. 

[Claim 3] 	An information terminal linking system ccording to Claim 1, wherein 

a plurality of device terminals are connecter to the communication network; 

the portable terminal transmits to each of the . 	rality of device terminals query 

information as to whether preprocessing is possible; 

each of the plurality of device terminals judges, on t • basis of its occupancy 

condition, whether processing including the preprocessing correspond Ig to the query 

information is possible, and transmits to the portable terminal an acceptability condition as the 

results of the judgment; and 

the portable terminal decides, on the basis of the acceptability c. <dition, from 

among the plurality of device terminals, a device terminal to which the request in 6 mation is to 

be transmitted, and transmits the request information to the decided device terminal. 

[Claim 4j 	An information terminal linking system according to Claim 2, wherein 

a plurality of device terminals are connected to the communication network; 

the portable terminal transmits to each of the plurality of device terminals que 

information as to whether preprocessing is possible; 
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each of the plurality of device terminals judges, on the basis of its occupancy 

indition, whether processing including the preprocessing corresponding to the query 

inf. mation is possible, and transmits to the portable terminal an acceptability condition as the 

results .f the judgment; and 

the portable terminal decides, on the basis of the acceptability condition, from 

among the p . rality of device terminals, a device terminal to which the request information is to 

be transmitted, . d transmits the request information to the decided device terminal. 

[Claim 5] 	An i formation terminal linking system according to Claim 2, wherein 

when t 	device terminal receives the query information, the device terminal 

transmits to the portable - rminal an occupancy condition for business task devices connected to 

the device terminal, as the a. eptability condition; and 

when the device erminat receives the request information, the device terminal 

obtains device processing flows as 'dated with business task devices corresponding to 

preprocessing corresponding to the re• uest information, and then executes the device processing 

flows. 

[Claim 6] 	An information terminal lin 	g system according to Claim 3, wherein 

when the device terminal recei 	s the query information, the device terminal 

transmits to the portable terminal the occupancy 	endition for business task devices connected to 

the device terminal, as the acceptability condition; a . 

when the device terminal receives the re uest information, the device terminal 

obtains device processing flows associated with business t 	k devices corresponding to 

preprocessing corresponding to the request information, and 	en executes the device processing 

flows. 

[Claim 7] 	An information terminal linking system according t. Claim 3, wherein 

when the portable terminal decides a device terminal to which the request 

information is to be transmitted, the portable terminal decides, from amo : the plurality of 

device terminals each of which a plurality of business task devices are conn- ted to, a device 

terminal to which the greatest number of occupied business task devices are co 	ected, as the 

device terminal to which the request information is to be transmitted. 

[Claim 8] 	An information terminal linking system according to Claim 5, wherei 

when the portable terminal decides a device terminal to which the reque 

information is to be transmitted, the portable terminal decides, from among the plurality o 

device terminals each of which a plurality of business task devices are connected to, a device 

terminal to which the greatest number of occupied business task devices are connected, as the 
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device terminal to which the request information is to be transmitted. 

[Claim 9] 	An information terminal linking system according to Claim 3, wherein 

when the portable terminal decides a device terminal to which the request 

in • 	ation is to be transmitted, the portable terminal decides/selects, from among the plurality 

of dev e terminals each of which a plurality of business task devices are connected to, a device 

terminal 	ving the highest occupied-business-task-device rate as the device terminal to which 

the request i 	ormation is to be transmitted, the occupied-business-task-device rate being a ratio 

of occupied bu ' ess task devices connected to a device terminal among all business task devices 

connected thereto. 

[Claim 10] 	An i 	rmation terminal linking system according to Claim 5, wherein 

when tit; sortable terminal decides a device terminal to which the request 

information is to be trans 	ted, the portable terminal decides/selects, from among the plurality 

of device terminals each of 	,ich a plurality of business task devices are connected to, a device 

terminal having the highest occ .ied-business-task-device rate as the device terminal to which 

the request information is to be tra 	mitted, the occupied-business-task-device rate being a ratio 

of occupied business task devices co 	ected to a device terminal among all business task devices 

connected thereto. 

[Claim 11] 	An information terminal li 	g method using an information terminal linking 

system comprising a portable terminal used fo 	redetermined business tasks, a device terminal 

to which business task devices are connected to 	ecute the processing for the business tasks, 

and a server, which are connected via a commun ca .n network, wherein, when the business 

tasks are executed, 

the portable terminal transmits, according 	a processing condition for the 

business tasks, request information including the processing ondition pursuant to preprocessing 

decision information defining a time when the portable termina 	ansmits the request 

information, the request information being for making a request t. 	e device terminal for a part 

of the processing as preprocessing; and 

the device terminal receives the request information fro 	he portable terminal 

and causes the business task devices to execute the preprocessing accordi to the processing 

condition. 

[Claim 12] 	An information terminal linking method according to Claim 11, 	erein 

the portable terminal stores in advance preprocessing decision infor , ation 

indicating a time when preprocessing is to be executed; decides, in reference to the p . orocessing 

decision information, whether it is time to request preprocessing in the processing condi .n; and 
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transmits the request information if the portable terminal decides that it is time that it is possible 

. request the preprocessing. 

[C .'m 13] 	An information terminal linking method according to Claim 11, wherein 

a plurality of device terminals are connected to the communication network; 

the portable terminal transmits to each of the plurality of device terminals query 

information • s to whether preprocessing is possible; 

• ach of the plurality of device terminals judges, on the basis of its occupancy 

condition, whethe • rocessing including the preprocessing corresponding to the query 

information is possi • -, and transmits to the portable terminal an acceptability condition as the 

results of the judgment; Ind 

the portabl 	erminal decides, on the basis of the acceptability condition, from 

among the plurality of device erminals, a device terminal to which the request information is to 

be transmitted, and transmits th- equest information to the decided device terminal. 

[Claim 14] 	An information te 	al linking method according to Claim 12, wherein 

a plurality of device te ' finals are connected to the communication network; 

the portable terminal tran • its to each of the plurality of device terminals query 

information as to whether preprocessing is • • ssible; 

each of the plurality of device t, 	• finals judges, on the basis of its occupancy 

condition, whether processing including the prep scessing corresponding to the query 

information is possible, and transmits to the portabl terminal an acceptability condition as the 

results of the judgment; and 

the portable terminal decides, on the basis • f the acceptability condition, from 

among the plurality of device terminals, a device terminal t • which the request information is to 

be transmitted, and transmits the request information to the de.'ded device terminal. 

[Claim 15] 	An information terminal linking method accordin• to Claim 12, wherein 

when the device terminal receives the query informa 'on, the device terminal 

transmits to the portable terminal an occupancy condition for business . sk devices connected to 

the device terminal, as the acceptability condition; and 

when the device terminal receives the request information, t 	device terminal 

obtains device processing flows associated with business task devices correspo 'ding to 

preprocessing corresponding to the requegt information, and then executes the de ce processing 

flows. 

[Claim 16] 	An information terminal linking method according to Claim 13, wherei 

when the device terminal receives the query information, the device terrain I 
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transmits to the portable terminal an occupancy condition for business task devices connected to 

ie device terminal, as the acceptability condition; and 

when the device terminal receives the request information, the device terminal 

obtain device processing flows associated with business task devices corresponding to 

preproce' ing corresponding to the request information, and then executes the device processing 

flows. 

[Claim 17] 	information terminal linking method according to Claim 12, wherein 

wh 	the portable terminal decides a device terminal to which the request 

information is to bet 	smitted, the portable terminal decides, from among the plurality of 

device terminals each o 	hich a plurality of business task devices are connected to, a device 

terminal to which the great: 	number of occupied business task devices are connected, as the 

device terminal to which the r. guest information is to be transmitted. 

[Claim 18] 	An information te • inal linking method according to Claim 13, wherein 

when the portable te • inal decides a device terminal to which the request 

information is to be transmitted, the po able terminal decides, from among the plurality of 

device terminals each of which a plurality if business task devices are connected to, a device 

terminal to which the greatest number of occ. s'ed business task devices are connected, as the 

device terminal to which the request informatio 	is to be transmitted. 

[Claim 19] 	An information terminal linking me I od according to Claim 12, wherein 

when the portable terminal decides a 4. ice terminal to which the request 

information is to be transmitted, the portable terminal de.'des/selects, from among the plurality 

of device terminals each of which a plurality of business tas devices are connected to, a device 

terminal having the highest occupied-business-task-device rat - . s the device terminal to which 

the request information is to be transmitted, the occupied-busines' task-device rate being a ratio 

of occupied business task devices connected to a device terminal am. g all business task devices 

connected thereto. 

[Claim 20] 	An information terminal linking method according to Clai 	13, wherein 

when the portable terminal decides a device terminal to which 	e request 

information is to be transmitted, the portable terminal decides/selects, from amo t the plurality 

of device terminals each of which a plurality of business task devices are connecter o, a device 

terminal having the highest occupied-business-task-device rate as the device terminal 4 which 

the request information is to be transmitted, the occupied-business-task-device rate being 	ratio 

of occupied business task devices connected to a device terminal among all business task de *ces 

connected thereto. 
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CLAIMS 

[Claim 1] 	An information terminal linking system comprising a portable terminal to be used for 

predetermined business tasks, a device terminal to which business task devices are connected to 

execute the processing for the business tasks, and a server, which are connected via a communication 
network, wherein: 

when the business tasks are executed, 

the portable terminal transmits, according to a processing condition for the 

business tasks, request information including the processing condition pursuant to preprocessing 
decision information defining a time when the portable terminal transmits the request information, the 

request information being for making a request to the device terminal for a part of the processing as 
preprocessing, and 

the device terminal receives the request information from the portable 
terminal and causes the business task devices to execute the preprocessing according to the processing 
condition; 

the portable terminal 

stores in advance preprocessing decision information indicating a time when 
preprocessing is to be executed, 

decides, in reference to the preprocessing decision information, whether it is 
time to request preprocessing in the processing condition, and 

transmits the request information if the portable terminal decides that it is 
time that it is possible to request the preprocessing; 

when the device terminal receives the query information, the device terminal 
transmits to the portable terminal an occupancy condition for business task devices connected to the 
device terminal, as the acceptability condition; 

when the device terminal receives the request information, the device terminal obtains 

device processing flows associated with business task devices corresponding to preprocessing 
corresponding to the request information, and then executes the device processing flows; and 

when the portable terminal decides a device terminal to which the request information 
is to be transmitted, the portable terminal decides, from among the plurality of device terminals each 

of which a plurality of business task devices are connected to, a device terminal to which the greatest 

number of occupied business task devices are connected, as the device terminal to which the request 
information is to be transmitted. 

[Claim 2] 	An information terminal linking system comprising a portable terminal to be used for 

predetermined business tasks, a device terminal to which business task devices are connected to 

execute the processing for the business tasks, and a server, which are connected via a communication 
network, wherein: 

when the business tasks are executed, 
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the portable terminal transmits, according to a processing condition for the 
business tasks, request information including the processing condition pursuant to preprocessing 

decision information defining a time when the portable terminal transmits the request information, the 

request information being for making a request to the device terminal for a part of the processing as 
preprocessing, and 

the device terminal receives the request information from the portable 
terminal and causes the business task devices to execute the preprocessing according to the processing 

condition; 

the portable terminal 

stores in advance preprocessing decision information indicating a time when 
preprocessing is to be executed, 

decides, in reference to the preprocessing decision information, whether it is 
time to request preprocessing in the processing condition, and 

transmits the request information if the portable terminal decides that it is 
time that it is possible to request the preprocessing; 

when the device terminal receives the query information, the device terminal 
transmits to the portable terminal an occupancy condition for business task devices connected to the 
device terminal, as the acceptability condition; 

when the device terminal receives the request information, the device terminal obtains 

device processing flows associated with business task devices corresponding to preprocessing 
corresponding to the request information, and then executes the device processing flows; and 

when the portable terminal decides a device terminal to which the request information 

is to be transmitted, the portable terminal decides/selects, from among the plurality of device 
terminals each of which a plurality of business task devices are connected to, a device terminal having 

the highest occupied-business-task-device rate as the device terminal to which the request 
information is to be transmitted, the occupied-business-task-device rate being a ratio of occupied 

business task devices connected to a device terminal among all business task devices connected 
thereto. 

[Claim 3] 	An information terminal linking system comprising a portable terminal to be used for 

predetermined business tasks, a device terminal to which business task devices are connected to 

execute the processing for the business tasks, and a server, which are connected via a communication 
network, wherein: 

when the business tasks are executed, 

the portable terminal transmits, according to a processing condition for the 
business tasks, request information including the processing condition pursuant to preprocessing 

decision information defining a time when the portable terminal transmits the request information, the 

request information being for making a request to the device terminal for a part of the processing as 
preprocessing, and 



26 

the device terminal receives the request information from the portable 
terminal and causes the business task devices to execute the preprocessing according to the processing 
condition; 

a plurality of device terminals are connected to the communication network; 

the portable terminal transmits to each of the plurality of device terminals query 
information as to whether preprocessing is possible; 

each of the plurality of device terminals judges, on the basis of its occupancy 

condition, whether processing including the preprocessing corresponding to the query information is 
possible, and transmits to the portable terminal an acceptability condition as the results of the 
judgment; 

the portable terminal decides, on the basis of the acceptability condition, from among 
the plurality of device terminals, a device terminal to which the request information is to be 

transmitted, and transmits the request information to the decided device terminal; and 

when the portable terminal decides a device terminal to which the request information 

is to be transmitted, the portable terminal decides, from among the plurality of device terminals each 
of which a plurality of business task devices are connected to, a device terminal to which the greatest 

number of occupied business task devices are connected, as the device terminal to which the request 
information is to be transmitted. 

[Claim 4] 	An information terminal linking system comprising a portable terminal to be used for 

predetermined business tasks, a device terminal to which business task devices are connected to 

execute the processing for the business tasks, and a server, which are connected via a communication 
network, wherein: 

when the business tasks are executed, 

the portable terminal transmits, according to a processing condition for the 
business tasks, request information including the processing condition pursuant to preprocessing,  
decision information defining a time when the portable terminal transmits the request information, the 
request information being for making a request to the device terminal for a part of the processing as 
preprocessing, and 

the device terminal receives the request information from the portable 

terminal and causes the business task devices to execute the preprocessing according to the processing 
condition; 

a plurality of device terminals are connected to the communication network; 

the portable terminal transmits to each of the plurality of device terminals query 
information as to whether preprocessing is possible; 

each of the plurality of device terminals judges, on the basis of its occupancy 

condition, whether processing including the preprocessing corresponding to the query information is 

possible, and transmits to the portable terminal an acceptability condition as the results of the 
judgment; 
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the portable terminal decides, on the basis of the acceptability condition, from among the plurality of 

device terminals, a device terminal to which the request information is to be transmitted, and transmits 
the request information to the decided device terminal; and 

when the portable terminal decides a device terminal to which the request information 

is to be transmitted, the portable terminal decides/selects, from among the plurality of device 
terminals each of which a plurality of business task devices are connected to, a device terminal having 

the highest occupied-business-task-device rate as the device terminal to which the request 

information is to be transmitted, the occupied-business-task-device rate being a ratio of occupied 
business task devices connected to a device terminal among all business task devices connected 
thereto. 

[Claim 5] 	An information terminal linking method using an information terminal linking system 

comprising a portable terminal used for predetermined business tasks, a device terminal to which 
business task devices are connected to execute the processing for the business tasks, and a server, 
which are connected via a communication network, wherein: 

when the business tasks are executed, 

the portable terminal transmits, according to a processing condition for the 
business tasks, request information including the processing condition pursuant to preprocessing 
decision information defining a time when the portable terminal transmits the request information, the 

request information being for making a request to the device terminal for a part of the processing as 
preprocessing, and 

the device terminal receives the request information from the portable 

terminal and causes the business task devices to execute the preprocessing according to the processing 
condition; 

the portable terminal 

stores in advance preprocessing decision information indicating a time when 
preprocessing is to be executed; decides, in reference to the preprocessing decision information, 
whether it is time to request preprocessing in the processing condition, and 

transmits the request information if the portable terminal decides that it is 
time that it is possible to request the preprocessing; and 

when the portable terminal decides a device terminal to which the request information 
is to be transmitted, the portable terminal decides, from among the plurality of device terminals each 

of which a plurality of business task devices are connected to, a device terminal to which the greatest 
number of occupied business task devices are connected, as the device terminal to which the request 
information is to be transmitted. 

[Claim 6] 	An information terminal linking method using an information terminal linking system 
comprising a portable terminal used for predetermined business tasks, a device terminal to which 

business task devices are connected to execute the processing for the business tasks, and a server, 
which are connected via a communication network, wherein: 

when the business tasks are executed, 
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the portable terminal transmits, according to a processing condition for the 
business tasks, request information including the processing condition pursuant to preprocessing 

decision information defining a time when the portable terminal transmits the request information, the 
request infonnation being for making a request to the device terminal for a part of the processing as 
preprocessing, and 

the device terminal receives the request information from the portable 

terminal and causes the business task devices to execute the preprocessing according to the processing 
condition; 

the portable terminal 

stores in advance preprocessing decision information indicating a time when 
preprocessing is to be executed; decides, in reference to the preprocessing decision information, 
whether it is time to request preprocessing in the processing condition, and 

transmits the request information if the portable terminal decides that it is 
time that it is possible to request the preprocessing; and 

when the portable terminal decides a device terminal to which the request information 

is to be transmitted, the portable terminal decides/selects, from among the plurality of device 
terminals each of which a plurality of business task devices are connected to, a device terminal having 
the highest occupied-business-task-device rate as the device terminal to which the request 

information is to be transmitted, the occupied-business-task-device rate being a ratio of occupied 
business task devices connected to a device terminal among all business task devices connected 
thereto. 

[Claim 7] 	An infonnation terminal linking method using an information terminal linking system 

comprising a portable terminal used for predetermined business tasks, a device terminal to which 
business task devices are connected to execute the processing for the business tasks, and a server, 
which are connected via a communication network, wherein: 

when the business tasks are executed, 

the portable terminal transmits, according to a processing condition for the 

business tasks, request information including the processing condition pursuant to preprocessing 
decision information defining a time when the portable terminal transmits the request information, the 

request information being for making a request to the device terminal for a part of the processing as 
preprocessing, and 

the device terminal receives the request information from the portable 

terminal and causes the business task devices to execute the preprocessing according to the processing 
condition; 

a plurality of device terminals are connected to the communication network; 

the portable terminal transmits to each of the plurality of device terminals query 
information as to whether preprocessing is possible; 

each of the plurality of device terminals judges, on the basis of its occupancy 
condition, whether processing including the preprocessing corresponding to the query infonnation is 
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possible, and transmits to the portable terminal an acceptability condition as the results of the 
judgment; 

the portable terminal decides, on the basis of the acceptability condition, from among 

the plurality of device terminals, a device terminal to which the request information is to be 
transmitted, and transmits the request information to the decided device terminal; and 

when the portable terminal decides a device terminal to which the request information 

is to be transmitted, the portable terminal decides, from among the plurality of device terminals each 

of which a plurality of business task devices are connected to, a device terminal to which the greatest 
number of occupied business task devices are connected, as the device terminal to which the request 
information is to be transmitted. 

[Claim 8] 	An information terminal linking method using an information terminal linking system 

comprising a portable terminal used for predetermined business tasks, a device terminal to which 
business task devices are connected to execute the processing for the business tasks, and a server, 

which are connected via a communication network, wherein: 

when the business tasks are executed, 

the portable terminal transmits, according to a processing condition for the 

business tasks, request information including the processing condition pursuant to preprocessing 
decision information defining a time when the portable terminal transmits the request information, the 
request information being for making a request to the device terminal for a part of the processing as 

preprocessing, and 

the device terminal receives the request information from the portable 
terminal and causes the business task devices to execute the preprocessing according to the processing 

condition; 

a plurality of device terminals are connected to the communication network; 

the portable terminal transmits to each of the plurality of device terminals query 
information as to whether preprocessing is possible; 

each of the plurality of device terminals judges, on the basis of its occupancy 

condition, whether processing including the preprocessing corresponding to the query information is 

possible, and transmits to the portable terminal an acceptability condition as the results of the 
judgment; 

the portable terminal decides, on the basis of the acceptability condition, from among 
the plurality of device terminals, a device terminal to which the request information is to be 

transmitted, and transmits the request information to the decided device terminal; and 

when the portable terminal decides a device terminal to which the request information 

is to be transmitted, the portable terminal decides/selects, from among the plurality of device 
terminals each of which a plurality of business task devices are connected to, a device terminal having 

the highest occupied-business-task-device rate as the device terminal to which the request 

information is to be transmitted, the occupied-business-task-device rate being a ratio of occupied 

business task devices connected to a device terminal among all business task devices connected 
thereto. 


