- THe specification describes the post hydration processing of contact |enses
and t he packages, into which the |enses are placed, and an apparatus and
system for dedassing ionized water and distributing it to assenblies used
in processing of the contact |enses._g$everal assenblies are described, and
I nclude: a degas unit for degassing deionized water, a deionized water

di stribution system a de|0n|2|‘ :%géﬁgﬁtbﬁ@hggfﬁ@bly which fills the

packagi ng el enents pr ek g, a lens
transfer and i nsBFELONFZEDs PEfoves contact |enses from hydration

pallets, alters their spati al distrixgéiggﬁgand deposits theminto the
packagi ng el enents; a bubbl e bl ow of ly; a | ow vibration
| ens- package transport and inspection assenbly which transports the | enses

whil e they are inspect | t orrect; and a
dei oni zed wat er ext ractaﬂz‘)% %@%%%ﬂﬁﬁggh&%%o%ggt%ﬁgcégo% zed water from
the | ens- pacKagirat &dm pyecessing Qt) CRAGACE | lensiesi and stheé ne for

packagi ng. packa s [ Nend5 081 Wi dn @%}W@é ﬁzaaﬁw&&haﬁ@ma plurality

of gas perne es mounted wt assenblies for

nber ni ¥
i nt er connect | AMPAFALYH RARA Feber F %‘FO‘FFQ{H :[ra o1 VAERY RBA netering
of small anoupstEimesingait ops adgemisl Das heséenSntpméﬁmgdoflandl i ng

assenbl i es and L he, | €08 PRSKS9ES TLvilSPoEisdmnl fEL°e adbdtised,
' and include: a'degas unit for degassing deionized

water, a deionized water distribution system, a
deionizing water injection assembly which £ills the
packaging elements priox to the lenses being inserted
therein; a lens transfer and insertion assembly which
removes contact lenses from hydration pallets, alters
their spatial distribution, and deposits them inte the
packaging elements; a bubble blow off assembly; a low
vibration lens-package ﬁransport and inspection
assembly which transports the lenses while they axe
inspected to determine which are optically correct;
and a deionized water extraction assembly which
remcves the deionized water from the lens-packaging
elements prior to being filled with saline for
packaging.

The degas unit includes a vacuum chamber, a
plurality of gas permeable tubes wmounted within the
chamber, manifold asgsemblies for interconnecting the
tubes and precision meter pumps for precision metering
of small amounts (less than one ml) into the lens
transfer and handling assemblies and the lens packages
for inspection thereof.
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