ABSTRACT CONNECTI ON METHODS AND SYSTEMS Vari ous novel connectors are

provi ded. In one enbodi nent, the connector includes a collar (16)
configured to receive first (14) and second (12) conmponents. In this
enbodi ment, the connector may also include a |load ring (50) configured to
be received in a groove (46) of the second conponent and to nove into and
out of engagenent with the collar when the second conponent is received by

the collar. The connector of this ill L&S4t rative enmbodi nent may al so include
a cotter (60) configured for installati'on to the second conponent and to

i nhi bit daBemgag&nent of the load ring fromthe collar. In sone
enbodi nents, engagenent of the load ring and the collar effects securing of
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Various novel connectors are provided. In one embodiment, the connector includes a
collar (16) configured to receive first (14) and second (12) components. In this
embodiment, the connector may alseo include a load ring (50) configured to be received
in a groove (46) of the second component and to move into and out of engagement with
the coilar when the second component is received by the coliar. The connector of this
illustrative embodiment may also include a cotter (60) configured for installation to the
second component and to inhibit disengagement of the load ring from the collar. Inh some
embodiments, engagement of the load ring and the collar effects securing of the first and
second components to one another. Other devices, systems, and methods related to

connectors are also disclosed.
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