- 1 - SKIRTING HAVING A PROFILED RAIL The invention relates to a skirting having a profiled rail in
accordance with the preamble of Patent Claim 1. 5 DE 1 763 163 Ul has disclosed a skirting which has a
profiled rail made from plastic. This profiled rail is substantially U-shaped, with an accommodating area
for a covering being formed between the limbs of the UL16 profile. In general, a piece of any covering that

also forms the adjoining floor coverggiRTuses Raka Ngth thrroequlEthatAhe skirting and the floor covering
give the same visual impression. 15 DE 29 12 030 C2 discloses a skirting of the generic type in which a
decorative strip can be clipped in. The decorative strip has stops which interact with a recess in the
skirting. In order to bRl the\dzrbrativersthiptes thtoskirtisd ia Eprigg Bpicvddetl g ok dieieking, 20 said

spring pressing agapg fng HecasavRRER WeehPeRRd MdimBYEliRg ipHEh e fagifdiand forms the

starting point for the present invention. The invention Is based on the object of providing a 25 skirting of
the type mentiohed at the outset which is characterized by more universal applicability. This object is
achieved accordingdb the76genB3 by theateaies bbSadend Chluiviidg Inikriaskin tyass af skirting, the

covering is adhesivglymr%%d qjég(itlymtgo%vq;'tiiﬁﬁl W?qufitg? pfﬂfilgdéggﬁr ié]gggg ki{gng. The
covering is therefore spread out to a greater or lesser extent in the skirting, epending on the
thickness of the coviPRitaridr 11y - inphrBeHe vikLENinAYeasSioAMTaHBSKIGINg r RavaEotherefore

necessary to produge @EeEaNFiYPesirfiIrtrad-iedifigsentlrickrasses phisvasng.ewbicly forced up the
degree of com%lexit In¥oli/ed in terms of _ ,
1 gro 1le. In general, a piece of any covering that also
forms the adjoining floor covering is used here, with
the result that the skirting and the floor covering

give the same visual impression.

15 DE 29 12 030 C2 discloses a skirting of the generic
type in which a decorative strip can be clipped in. The
decorative strip has stops which interact with a recess
in the skirting. In order to hold the decorative strip
on the skirting, a spring is provided on the skirting,

20 said spring pressing against the decorative strip from
behind. This skirting is tried and tested and forms the

starting point for the present invention.

The 1invention is based on the object of providing a
25 skirting of the type mentioned at the outset which is

characterized by more universal applicability.

This object is achieved according to the invention by
the features of Patent Claim 1.
30
In known types of skirting, the covering is adhesively
bonded directly to a vertical web of the profiled rail
forming the skirting. The covering is therefore spread
out to a greater or lesser extent in the skirting,
35 depending on the thickness of the covering, which



5 production and storage and the focus was primarily on the application in connection with thin coverings.
In order to be able to use the skirting more universally, it is necessary to match the thickness to the
respective thickness of the covering. This is 10 Implemented in accordance with Claim 1 in that the
profiled rail of the skirting has stops against which the €overing is pressed. The force of pressure required
for this is applied byi aplepss oreSpriigubllis BhsHees ¥t that sidfe ofidkpracivaiing mihiglads visible 15
through an openlngtlﬁetlgepr%led rail alwa\r/s assumes th{? sameO(PoF ion. In th% case ofgt}!ck coverings,

o 0 neces roduce erent =S
the spring is compressed to a correspondingly greate? Extetitand, In e Case oPYRiRcoverings, to a

correspondingly lesski extenrg, \Wiaareidithkezerbmpenskiieasekeoflac®vathimehe ndriefsible
accommodating areg,\withi hﬁ@ &rp@l%@i@ét iéfh%@@pégpﬁg‘priqp@ fadhe sapasskirtigg to be used for

floor coverings of different thicknesses without the visual impréssion of the skirting overall being 25
adversely affected. RISIHEANBR: SO iR arHle, ¥BPthEARDISer ¥emiR&A8R B! BYe Srting to be
shaped in such a waki¢hadpipibiadgtischwiimthestnpcifibe stoptis famied soasrtbriags cortespondingly thin,
a virtually aligned orj iop with re t t0 30 the erj results. This i irable alignment
is in this case Indep%&%t o?th%bth%eﬁéés?%f geé cg\ﬁgérin%?&si?\jggr} e}d{t}s%gledsﬁla\(e/%c)ﬁ%eli%s\’/ering always
bears against the stbp. -B- InNSSEERINNNVhekPusiAgBefornEfte cdidighiesach &9 catds, for example,

the spring can resulgézgadirsiredhytiaussdeforgptionrpbthe ggverpgdf the $pjRg ags at least also in
the central re i8n of the 5 covering, where the stpmics are no p:]%jsin%ain the_opposite direction. On the
Sccltimo

other hand, th covépfﬂd?@?lr&ﬁ sitf(ghe('i‘(ﬁ%?rﬁj iﬂb rea eftﬂer'fpﬁ'lléss &is applied with
the at least one spripgodidesivalsitd thod pdifiyghesklinetiog ohsaid d0oaecoagaodatingvhiled In order to

solve this problem, glaim. 1, ptppRges thaj ibe AldeashRNGr5pLRa sPidded PR 3idgashape plate which is

aligned with the covering. This enSures that the covering is exclusively pressed flat, which prevents any
bulbous 15 deformakfh oftthScod&ringhRddectily of ¥le sIQSHY trRI€of. SRIHBEF to Hehfeve a design of
the skirting which iseagsairegletampossible didéherefaecasoosiritiectinei2d appasidilbl i is
advantageouslgn aCF_R{%%” e Vz\a’Hh CI%irr]r} r% if tlhne zitﬁgastror}el fBﬂn%S Wt%qrﬁgwéth thg LPﬁqogled rail. In this
case, the spring is producg togetﬁgr With%né profiled RER TN one worfqng step?/anél T8 A150 not
necessary for the sjfieg gape 23ofktidd inanyl wayhweitiiaske ekirttihg.cks anveterngsue, thig favourable in

accqrdanqe with CI@'m%btheigt Ieeg];ngp,g%i@g ii(progdeg(ﬂs,@%@ﬁéqtﬁgqgmpgp@gttg@rt between the
profiled rail and extent and, in the case of thin coverings, to a
correspondingly lesser extent, wherein this
20 compensation takes place within the non-visible
accommodating area within the profiled rail. It is thus
possible for one and the same skirting to be used for
floor coverings of different thicknesses without the
visual i1mpression of the skirting overall Dbeing
25 adversely affected. It 1is therefore possible, for
example, for the upper termination of the skirting to
be shaped in such a way that it is aligned with the
stop. IT the stop i1s formed so as to be correspondingly
thin, a virtually aligned orientation with respect to
30 the covering also results. This visually desirable
alignment i1s iIn this case independent of the thickness
of the covering since the visible side of the covering
always bears against the stop.



30 the covering. It is then possible, without any problems, for the spring to be manufactured from a
different material from the skirting. This is advantageous in particular in those cases where the skirting is
manufactured from materials with poor 35 elasticity such as aluminium, for example. A spring - 4 -
manufactured from aluminium would break relatively-q8ickly owing to material fatigue. The thickness

matching can be peripripagdtiishinaa-reldidelyiaderangedpneibiie of spsppadieingigaedtor particularly 5

thick coverings which pav%sa sh g(?r sgrinﬂ cursign thasn tlbose u%%cri] forrv%ra/ltpin foveéirr]lgs. In this
case, the profiled raittoP e skir ing itsefframains un&ané’ed.nﬂ) 1§ ddef simplifyr{he production of the
entire skirting, it is atvdgesdgecustin HueesdageEaritiaOlaim 01 tHdat Ieavesi@gprivky ixhetegral with the

plate. Any fitting st%ﬁpﬁ&%@i@gé@e p@é@g tg fhag pjje @4 thersfes nqgmg)e({ rgguiggd. 15 In order to

make the production of the at least one spring as cost-effective as possible, 1t is advantageous in
accordance with CISRYSTif e spthE 7€ cutfee FEAPSr bRRE o R RF thBYSTSHIEAG ity 281 e plate. In this
case it is insignificanppteilter thisrghapois. adhiewdt by thétinghanichjllindandsubeseéqyenbending or by
means of injection Iding, -f iy I t rng ﬁf‘m side the plane
extent of any comprﬁr?éﬂn?br@%rf gg%)%(r;él qumalﬁ izi ﬁ]eeIEcﬁ gn |sqc)ré%%glftj]e‘%§ o%%%%re(?atlveot%_mﬁs component
part. The desired spHiRpeHEet cdS th@PBligshievddFinkg, it fakraable PNgcc&@EhRE with Claim 6 if

30 the at least one gii@EPOSIFE Of 88 elaghie Metab & PAYFAAT anghsy FoRoly AT foagajig particular iron
alloys such as spring steel or the like have proven to be successful r/hen sed as thgéelastic metal.

Possible ponﬂ'] rs (iﬂ%ﬂeﬁlh'?%ol%ﬁﬁdenéppow Blhat® 3581 Sfnilk? 5abdAR82E ks an

alternative, the spriedai®- 1 proposes that the at least one spring is

provided on at least one plate which is aligned with

the covering. This ensures that the covering 1is

exclusively pressed flat, which prevents any bulbous

15 deformation of the covering irrespective of the
stability thereof.

In order to achieve a design of the skirting which is
as simple as possible and therefore as cost-effective
20 as possible, i1t 1is advantageous in accordance with
Claim 2 if the at least one spring is integral with the
profiled rail. In this case, the spring is produced
together with the profiled rail iIn one working step,
and 1t i1s also not necessary for the spring to be

25 fitted in any way within the skirting.

As an alternative, it is favourable iIn accordance with
Claim 3 i1f the at least one spring is provided as a
separate component part between the profiled rail and
30 the covering. It 1is then possible, without any
problems, for the spring to be manufactured from a
different material from the skirting. This iIs
advantageous in particular in those cases where the
skirting 1i1s manufactured from materials with poor

35 elasticity such as aluminium, for example. A spring



can also be realized by a polymer foam which can be applied to the profiled rail or the plate over the
entire area, for example. This polymer foam is in this case preferably open-celled in order to realize as 5
great a spring excursion as possible. The subject matter of the invention will be explained by way of
example with reference to the drawing without restrictidg the scope of protection. 10 In the drawing:

Figure 1 showsathregrlifeosianal.pafidly  aluminisectiored dlustpdiar of pefirst podaggiment 150f a

skirting, Figure 2 showls ﬂlsecongvﬁqnbodérgenrtng thre.I sliirtinpafpd Iéigure[ﬁeshoyéﬁi%trrl]iéd gmbodiment of
a skirting. 20 Figureqfl.j LaowS a hree%imensionat bt ation B BEt embddiment o#(a s?(lrting 1. This

skirting 1 has a profilaticall /iy wiigh h&e anpesdemnestiatinithien 1a foreld edvstirky 5 anden opening 3.
The opening 3 is dir;lg,r?g)r@g SPirE iR bepmgylerihan Bewistih 6sefithfro paYa'ig Parfipg profiled rail 2

is equipped with st0£s_ on both sides of the opening 3, and the covering 5 bears against said stops.
Preferably, howeveEAEHpERYRY 319%idddRBU I makS YL IbISH ADhe LSRR through the
opening 3. In this casarthai¥fseovesing Fiartiltaskgelathintodiresprpfitedl rallni? ahd pushed behind the

upper stop. Then, tlﬁ1 Ovﬁ'iiBQiSIiéoPreiséEil inMF:ajrtﬁA%W%ﬁFp‘e" pHgQS‘iPeW%% gi% %ﬁwer stop 4. -

6 - In order to ensure that'the covering 5 bears ¢ y against the stops 4 irrespective of the thickness 6
of said covering, thé!BRR&RA§achas a plurality of springs 7. These springs 7 exert a force on the 5 covering
5 which is directed towards the stop 4. The springs 7 are in this case cut free from the rear wall 9 of the

profiled rail 2 by cuts 8. The sErin s7aret u%éf(reel movable and. are be?t o%iof theglane extent of the
rear wall 9 in such Wafl'ﬁ%? hey@xert 16 ' drre 8ndﬁ{90§+é%1ffec§§ oft the t&verfl§3 'Even in the case
of thin coverings S. sk orétentp, prevens teel vandagg Guisomitipmcg atauca longhudihalaxi, the springs 7

are arranged in suc_ha WRY that they et (%tgrr@ﬁglym#'rsig/ irmtl%ggipnmﬁfgnew?@eb P4 15 and
secondly in the region of the lower stop 4. Figure 2 shows an alternative embodiment of the
Any fTitting steps for fastening the spring to the plate
are therefore no longer required.
15
In order to make the production of the at least one
spring as cost-effective as possible, it is
advantageous in accordance with Claim 5 if the spring
is cut free from or bent out of the profiled rail or
20 the plate. In this case i1t is insignificant whether
this shape 1is achieved by cutting or milling and
subsequent bending or by means of injection moulding,
for example. It is merely important that the spring
extends outside the plane extent of any component part
25 on which i1t is held and is capable of moving relative
to this component part. The desired spring effect can

thus be achieved.

Finally, it i1s favourable in accordance with Claim 6 if
30 the at least one spring consists of an elastic metal, a
polymer and/or a polymer foam. |In particular iron
alloys such as spring steel or the like have proven to
be successful when used as the elastic metal. Possible
polymers are 1in particular polyethylene, polyurethane
35 or similar substances. As an alternative, the spring



skirting 1 shown in Figure 1, wherein the same reference symbols denote the same parts. The text which
20 follows merely provides details of the differences in relation to the embodiment shown in Figure 1. In
this embodiment, the springs 7 are not Integral with the rear wall 9 of the profiled rail 2 but are Integral 25
with an additional plate 10, which is provided as a sep&ate part in the accommodating area 11 for the
covering 5. The plaigah0 pressepéatiagaisidhe soveringdl gne stapdges waitRovesg bEhis measure is
Important for preventing the,covering 5 from hending 30 hetween the stops 4, in particular in the case of
highly flexible cover?r%g é?gucﬁoasﬁgsepﬁggéiFgm 4 (Qe;ileor'ﬁatié&%l, %ir)%&%mp e?rTh%%s%rings 7 are cut
free from the plate Ehbyraspandifrc@sdiplte sames weglxaarthEcambbginient@htsvn in Figure 1.
- 7 - Finally,Figure3ghawsafipiheralisigative &mbkediment gia skifiag 1 g5 shwi in&igye 1, wherein, in
turn, the same reference symbols denote the same parts. The text which follows merely provides 5 details
of the differencas ifdefdtforf i He! BRotimERE Rodh POSHLPA E: In this embodiment, the spring 7 is
formed by a polymer foam 12, which can be adhesively bonded to the rear 10 wall 9 or to the covering 5,
for example. This adhesiye joint i ﬁ? lutely essar t% v eferably, t olymer foam 12 is
fastened to the rearcil VB/%.” é%(l)ﬂr%%rrc}ﬁée ?zgil q|Jn (?ﬁdgerméha i\éeyﬁo%r\yeipfl)glcesé1e‘i)c!< vgg}iﬁbé easily. In order
to facilitate fitting ofs WRYcoerkxpopte pd¥margdantnees fsnidiesd eabnaped BhaHtangle at the

rear. The covering §-63¢tiet Regtiie MR- protection.

10
In the drawing:
Figure 1 shows a three-dimensional, partially
sectioned illustration of a first embodiment
15 of a skirting,

Figure 2 shows a second embodiment of the skirting,
and
Figure 3 shows a third embodiment of a skirting.

20 Figure 1 shows a three-dimensional illustration of a
first embodiment of a skirting 1. This skirting 1 has a
profiled rail 2, which has an accommodating area 11 for
a covering 5 and an opening 3. The opening 3 1is
dimensioned so as to be smaller than a width 6” of the

25 covering 5. The profiled rail 2 is equipped with stops
4 on both sides of the opening 3, and the covering 5
bears against said stops. Preferably, however, the
opening 3 is wide enough to make i1t possible to Tit the
covering 5 through the opening 3. In this case, the

30 covering 5 i1s tilted relative to the profiled rail 2
and pushed behind the upper stop. Then, the covering 5
is pressed in with i1ts lower edge and pushed behind the

lower stop 4.
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List of reference 1 skirting 2 profiled rail 5 3 opening

10

15

20

25

30

35

- 6 -

In order to ensure that the covering 5 bears cleanly
against the stops 4 irrespective of the thickness 6 of
said covering, the skirting 1 has a plurality of
springs 7. These springs 7 exert a force on the
covering 5 which is directed towards the stop 4. The
springs 7 are in this case cut free from the rear wall
9 of the profiled rail 2 by cuts 8. The springs 7 are
thus freely movable and are bent out of the plane
extent of the rear wall 9 iIn such a way that they exert
a corresponding prestress on the covering 5 even in the
case of thin coverings 5. In order to prevent the
covering 5 from tipping about a longitudinal axis, the
springs 7 are arranged iIn such a way that they act
alternately, fTirstly in the region of the upper stop 4
and secondly in the region of the lower stop 4.

Figure 2 shows an alternative embodiment of the
skirting 1 shown 1in Figure 1, wherein the same
reference symbols denote the same parts. The text which
follows merely provides details of the differences in
relation to the embodiment shown in Figure 1.

In this embodiment, the springs 7 are not integral with
the rear wall 9 of the profiled rail 2 but are integral
with an additional plate 10, which is provided as a
separate part iIn the accommodating area 11 for the
covering 5. The plate 10 presses fTlat against the
covering 5 and stabilizes said covering. This measure
is important for preventing the covering 5 from bending
between the stops 4, in particular iIn the case of
highly flexible coverings 5, such as those made from a
textile material, for example. The springs 7 are cut
free from the plate 10 by corresponding cuts 8 iIn the
same way as in the embodiment shown in Figure 1.



4 stop 5 covering 5'visible side 6 thickness 10 6' width

10

15

- 7 -
Finally, Figure 3 shows a further alternative
embodiment of a skirting 1 as shown in Figure 1,
wherein, in turn, the same reference symbols denote the
same parts. The text which Tfollows merely provides
details of the differences 1in relation to the
embodiment shown in Figure 1.

In this embodiment, the spring 7 is formed by a polymer
foam 12, which can be adhesively bonded to the rear
wall 9 or to the covering 5, for example. This adhesive
joint is not absolutely necessary, however. Preferably,
the polymer foam 12 is fastened to the rear wall 9 of
the profiled rail 2 in order to be able to replace the
covering 5 easily. In order to facilitate fitting of
the covering 5, the polymer foam 12 is formed so as to
taper at an angle at the rear. The covering 5 can thus
be tilted more easily.



7 spring 8cut 9rearwall 10 plate 15 11 accommodating

- 8 -
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area 12 polymer foam -9 - Patent claims 1. Skirting having a profiled rail (2) which forms an
accommodating area (11) for a covering (5), the 5 accommodating area (11) having at least one opening
(3), through which a visible side (5') of a covering (5) can be seen, the profiled rail (2) having stops (4) on
both sides of the opening (3) which are drawn towards%aid opening and the 10 opening (3) being
dimensioned so as to be smaller than a width (B3 -drilte €pxgrisg (5), and the covering (5) being pressed
against the stops (4) by at least one spring (7), characterized in that at least one plate (10) is provided
between the at 15least one spring (7) and the covering (5) in order to keep the covering (5) flat. 2. Skirting
according to Claim 1 cha&lcteitaed irhehatnbe at [ast bhedspraid (7)23 inteyedl Wienr2stianprofiled rail (2).

3. Skirting according to Claip Jmh@sastegzed-ththah iy a]:@ashor&w}qg@?) {&hroviged as a separate

component part between the profiled rail 25(2) and the at least one plate (10). 4. Skirting according to at
least one of Claims 1 to 320FYHRAAMAh thal B atllidt of¥¥BRHg (Als i8Rl witfhe plate (10).
30 opening (3), through which a visible side (6%) of

a covering (5) can be seen, the profiled rail (2)
having stops (4) on both sides of the opening (3)
which are drawn towards said opening and the

10 opening (3) being dimensioned so as to be smaller
than a width (6°) of the covering (5), and the
covering (5) being pressed against the stops (4)
by at least one spring (7), characterized in that
at least one plate (10) is provided between the at

15 least one spring (7) and the covering (5) in order
to keep the covering (5) flat.

2. Skirting according to Claim 1, characterized in
that the at least one spring (7) is integral with
20 the profiled rail (2).

3. Skirting according to Claim 1, characterized in
that the at least one spring (7) is provided as a
separate component part between the profiled rail

25 (2) and the at least one plate (10).

4. Skirting according to at least one of Claims 1 to
3, characterized in that the at least one spring
(7) 1s integral with the plate (10).
30
5. Skirting according to Claim 2 or 4, characterized
in that the at least one spring (7) i1s cut free
from or bent out of the profiled rail (2) or the
plate (10).
35



5. Skirting according to Claim 2 or 4, characterized in that the at least one spring (7) is cut free from or
bent out of the profiled rail (2) or the plate (10). - 10 - 6.Skirting according to at least one of Claims 1 to 5,
characterized in that the at least one spring (7) consists of an elastic metal, a polymer and/or a polymer
foam. - 11 - Abstract SKIRTING HAVING A PROFHIE RAIL A skirting (1) has a profiled rail (2) which
forms an accommodating skaa Cihhfoaccerd iy . Bite reasnpatiey aeai@d) hagan opening (3),
through which a visible si (Sthgra gg\e/?rﬂ'gg éS)i%anEk%% §eetr#].eThae pr?g[aegtrail I%) réasrﬁtr? S (4) on both
sides of the opening (3) whichare §rawn towardd Sai opening. In¥his case, e opening (3) is
dimensioned so as to be spiall@aihanshe Wifita (6 edbsiel covatiad (5)aThe kovexringn@) ¢ pressed
against the stops (4) by ag_,p{)igg aAngyger that it is also possible to use flexible coverings (5), such as
those made of textile materials, for example, at least one plate (10) is provided between the spring (7)
and the covering (5). This plate (10) keeps the covering (5) in a flat configuration. (Figure 1)



