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OF THE I NVENTION This invention relates to beverage di spensers of the Kkj
-whi ch di spense cool ed, anbient and/or heated |iquids, which are suppl
froma bottle or simlar container nmounted on the di spenser. BACKGROU
Bever age di spensers commonly found in difices and simlar prem ses are
rectangular in plan vieww th four vertic ate sides. Generally,
the rear of the dispenser is substantiall lﬂ!’”’gﬂ@ﬂ@ﬂ@ﬂﬁlrmt free air
circulation and cooling. Consequently, suc s tend to occupy a
consi der abl e anount of space, and they nust af%®2be situated to permt
adequate ventilation. The liquid to be dispensed (generally water) is
transferred fromthe container into a holding reservoir within the

di spenser, wherein the liquid my be cool ed or heated before being

di spensed froma valve into a cup or other receptacle. In order to inprove
the hygi ene in such dispensers it is now common to provide a reservoir

whi ch can be renoved along with the bottle 2 coupling and associ at ed

i nterconnections. Thus, the renpvabl e cogﬁgnents can bimmmmmmmmmm jth cl ean
items at regular intervals. FBEVERAGERIRIENSER f or g Mnance,
it is necessary to gain access to the internal conponents tfh§;,eugh a
renovabl e panel of the dispenser—The present—invention seeks to provide a
new and i nventive form of beverage di spenser which as well as being
hygienic is very conpact whilst at the sane tinme providing easy access when
changi ng the repl aceabl e conponents. SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON The present

i nvention pHEROSRECAL FeEHIE THIS MOSRTI®AI ch incorporates: - a plurality
of vertically elongate walls; - a top cover which is renovably nounted on
said elongate walls and which is adapted to receive and support an inverted
oot el PRGBS ARFHHAgs 8RS A N Bk pdheaPer ture

in said top
cooled, ambient and/or heated liquids, which are supplied from a bottle or

similar container mounted on the dispenser.

BACKGROUND

Beverage dispensers commonly found in offices and similar premises are
rectangular in plan view with four vertically elongate sides. Generally, the
rear of the dispenser is substantially open to permit free air circulation and
cooling. Consequently, such dispensers tend to occupy a considerable
amount of space, and they must also be situated to permit adequate

ventilation.

The liquid to be dispensed (generally water) is transferred from the container
into a holding reservoir within the dispenser, wherein the liquid may be
cooled or heated before being dispensed from a valve into a cup or other
receptacle. In order to improve the hygiene in such dispensers it is now

common to provide a reservoir which can be removed along with the bottle



- the vertically elongate walls include a front wall and a pair of side
wal | s which converge rearwardly fromthe front wall; and - a platformis
‘nmount ed bel ow said top cover, said platformbeing adapted to renovably
recei ve and support a coupling nenber which incorporates a feed tube for
insertion into the neck of such a cont# ner when supported on the top wall,
the platform further containing an opening which is in registration with a
t hermal receptacle nounted bel ow said platformfor renovably receiving a
reservoir through said opening) said reservoir being connected to the feed
tube to receive liquid fromsaid inverted contai ner. 3 The front and side
walls are preferably generally arcuate in transverse cross section. The

pl atform preferably contains one or nore holes for insertion of a conduit

t hrough whi GPUPliai @nds sseEAtRA f MdaRCORBeskaNS: voi Fhusthdhe| demevableay al so
be adapted t ﬁﬁq r b i nfhe

pl atform nayéar]nﬁ arﬁ?gl%% irFP %?E?ﬁhﬁﬁuﬁgﬁam%%%@IEF%%%%?Q& tt(r)]}st he feed
tube to replraasoh,and fbr gemerad dndintemahbe, ibist néa@ssanntorgaintagcesy® the etc. The
pl atform may al so i ncorporate a dispensi val ve for controlling the flow
of liquid tHP&HRA qoneP hr_ougfh@ rﬁmvﬁg%nﬁ’% ot/ EiSPERSEY be forned as a
pl astics nmoulding. Preferably a ventilation duct extends along the junction
of the convergent side walls, said duct containing a plurality of

ventil ati on Epepreserd avediidri eeeks toepgivide whinelv @odmimventivee fairh hoft he

external at rBstpher e.. The di s&gnser bn,cl de _a.fan arranged to create a

posi tive ai PHERIDLERERSEHAICH FEYeInas BRINGHY IS ISnYErY SeMRast WISt | ati on
duct or vic i i i me but
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The venti | atdoompanherts.i s preferably rigidly connected with spaced
substantially parallel structural nenbers at the front of the housing. At
the top of the housing the platformmay rigidly connect the duct with the
two structural nenbers while a base plinth may rigidly connect the duct and

structural nenbers at the lower end of the housing. An internedi ate
bul khead maySWMMARY PRI EBWRNTI@Ne duct with the structural nenbers. The

front wall of the housing may be fastened to the two structural 4
menbers, e.g. using screws. The two side walls are preferably provided with

downwar dl y- dieegiegdnhinokntiet priposss awldvehage disbeassrt whichnhcorperdtesal sl ots
provi ded in one flank_ of uct and one of the structural nenbers. The

; the d
structural rT@TBIé‘F%“%PEY%’F'SBEW‘?'PHEPWE‘%pai r of angul arly-inclined wall
sections. Th t i =i j 1015
preferably p%o@#ég’ge&%ﬁﬁggges@g\?\{?lgwrﬁéeé %gﬁgﬁcﬂpgga ﬁgén“ges. %hﬁcsh the two
menbers can ibadapted terecaive and suppert an dveraddiguicetetaineBritAR MESCH PTI ON OF

THE_ DRAW NG, Thg, (014, 98 06h RS 4iPEh 2peR0% HIGRTS BRI nO dr aw ngs

characterised in that

- the vertically elongate walls include a front wall and a pair of side walls
which converge rearwardly from the front wall; and

- a platform is mounted below said top cover, said platform being adapted
to removably receive and support a coupling member which incorporates a
feed tube for insertion into the neck of such a container when supported on
the top wall, the platform further containing an opening which is in
registration with a thermal receptacle mounted below said platform for
removably receiving a reservoir through said opening, said reservoir being

connected to the feed tube to receive liquid from said inverted container.



are included by way of non-limting exanple in order to illustrate how the
invention nmay be put into practice. In the drawings: Figure 1 is a general
-view of a beverage di spenser in accordance with the invention; Fi-gure 2 is
a rear view of the beverage di spenser showi ng the ventilation duct and a
wat er bottle for use with the dispenseﬁ; Fi , uc~re 3 is a side view of
the beverage di spenser with the facing side panel renoved; Figure 4 is a

pl an vi ew of the beverage di spenser with the top cover renoved; 5 Fi ~aure
5 is a detailed transverse section through a front corner of the beverage
di spenser; Fi-gure 6 is vertical section VI-VI of Fig. 5, and Fi_~iure 7 is
a vertical section through part of the rear ventilation duct of the cooler.
DETAI LED DESCRI PTI ON OF THE DRAW NGS Figs 1 and 2 show a beverage di spenser
of the ki nd W feont@ingisidaswallsaieipreigratkly eeneiady pecuatindfasisy etssnerons-y
referred to %%ﬁgnmater cooler. The cooler includes a plinth 1, a vertically
el ongat e upéian I'ng front panel 2 and a pair of side panels 3 and 4 which
converge rearwardly to neet a ventilation duct 5 which extends vertically
bet ween the rear margins of the sjde panels. The front and side panels are
al | noul ded 1dte plrHeim peefarablueentainswaenrynered\wiseor insertinnsafa eendilitos s

sect i o Suchiidih Wi SHLRI8mBUA b e H38rvsiol e bRyBRGhAL YiseHr Ve

with three sim ections tion cover 6, which
i s al so noulkdeddaptefitestieise dtiser mpiaceable somponerts. oot eearhplent thend si de

DL o sl e oS Bl ek B ekt ol 05,
of ventil atiigneBplcesidhid FerivBE FER RS b5ME, Kehdh-Faturt GamNeR] tipg duct.
platform may also incorporate a dispensing valve for controlling the flow of
liquid through the conduit. The platform may conveniently be formed as a

plastics moulding.

Preferably a ventilation duct extends along the junction of the convergent
side walls, said duct containing a plurality of ventilation apertures at different
heights which communicate with the external atmosphere. The dispenser
may include a fan arranged to create a positive air flow between the interior
of the housing and the ventilation duct or vice versa. Thus, the duct may be
of relatively small volume but will still provide adequate ventilation with

minimum risk of obstruction.

The ventilation duct is preferably rigidly connected with spaced substantially
parallel structural members at the front of the housing. At the top of the
housing the platform may rigidly connect the duct with the two structural
members while a base plinth may rigidly connect the duct and structural
members at the lower end of the housing. An intermediate bulkhead may

also rigidly connect the duct with the structural members.

The front wall of the housing may be fastened to the two structural



"The front panel of the cooler has an el ectronic display panel 10, bel ow
which are a pair of control levers 11 and 12 for electrically or manually
-operating a pair of dispensing pinch valves which control the discharge of
water into 6 a dispensing recess 13. Below the recess 13 there is an
openi ng 14 through whi ch noul ded cups dan be renoved froma tube 7 (Fig. 3)
to receive the dispensed water. The water is obtained froma container in
the formof a bottle B (Fig. 2) which is inverted such that the neck of the
bottl e projects downwards. The top cover 6 is of dished shape with a
central aperture 15, so that when the bottle is |lowered onto the cooler it
is supported by the cover 6 with its neck projecting through the aperture
15. Referring to Figs 3 and 4, the ventilation duct 5 is fornmed of netal,
and provi desneméerd, d.9eusmg sceiwsicThedonsddevadls cfretgreferablyeprovideposi t e
sides of the duct are proyvided with netal flanges 18 and 19 which lie

behi nd t he M@g} 5%9@4%@%6#@9@ Rpeleiqimmdres whirfyare inpeaeddpioeyertiFaly

i ncludes a Rt ohbyidedPens HaHE ot il dURTHHRS ene0 tnesiitith) ekgitoparal | el
to the duct 5 Eéﬁ%ﬂﬁ t he gpposgte narg?ns d?wtﬁ% %ront pane aﬁd t he
front margins of the side panels 3, 4. The nenbers 20 and 21 are each
conprised of __a netal strip which is bent |ongitudinally for strength and
fgdity. A BERBCHER MRS rClRRRK MolTR 8RR O RRMAIN-PERd 230t o)
platform 27 saefibRdInpiedlotiér 88 é@éfl@&ﬁ'aﬂggl?klgﬁ%c‘fmbh séBtiohSarptaigdphel ow the

top cover 6, rigidly fastened to the r 5 and the structural nenbers
20, 21 by nyaowded veth subspaitially pereewdicuar fangeasot Thum, die twie memobens t he

menbers 20, 21 .,and the duct 5 are f ned t o upstandi ng abut nents noul ded
on' the. pl i nEANBE LG andy Jpfig dBh SO hamber s 20, 21 and duct 5
are also fastened to an internediate transverse netal bul khead 30 by neans

of rivets or selftapping screws. The duct 5 and structural nenbers 20, 21
thus provide a rigid internal skeleton for the cooler. 7 Referring to

Fig. 5 the Gl Qﬂmq'r of flat angularly inclined
sections 32Egﬁgﬁgéé&%ﬁﬂﬁggagi?Fgﬁyggﬁ$ectegsberpendicuIar fl anges 34 and 35

formed at opposite edges for increased strength. The opposite narginal

edges of the front panel 2 are r%vided with a spaced noul ded | ugs 38, al so
visible in ﬁf@_foti;quﬁid@ﬁmapt@r{ﬁgﬁ EGCEATPBAYINALTAWinAE reigHEM e her@iD 11 at
section 33 et i ; el could
be renoved %e ?@ﬁg%é\)gy?ﬁg gf:ﬁgﬁ/s“ﬂgté@%ﬁgeﬁg%jggc%@# Frﬁ%ﬁ'g{% %%E%P E"t’”ﬁ@%si de
panel s 3 andhverdioa maypbeded intotpracting. dedhe elaawagd! y- pr oj ecti ng hooks 40,

al so seen in Fig. 6, which project downwardly for engagenent through
vertical slots 42 in the flat sections 32. The side panels are al so
provided with simlar @@hr_%swrseap @HEARVIERT ofNDARSERAYe IdissaIBRY in
corresponding slots in the rear_fpanges 18 and 19. gﬁﬁjside panel s are thus
easily installed by p@sapmigncravitbtiiesnvéntiangh t he sl ots and then sliding

t hem downwardly and they can al so be quickly renoved by a reverse action
Returning to Fig. 4, the platform27 is formed with a central recess 46

whi ch hol ds a cup- shagigurequigld re@r 4Bw oftthe Weveladedispenderchotivgg thever t ed
bottle Bis inserted through the aperture 15. The coupling 48 includes an
integral 'y moul ded feé’@“i'@%@”@'c%'i‘@ﬁ watss bettls fPhH%‘%thttHg diRRADSST: t he
bottle to renove water therefrom The water is conducted via a flexible

pi pe indicated at 50 into a noul ded reservoir 51 which is renovably
inserted through an apéguirer® i$2 sidetview pifadhédravepage dispeniser svitbwihegs, pi pes
and tubes are indicat?d.b dashed lines for clarity.) As seen in Fig. 3,
the reservoir is hel dfiD8iSIHSPARRERMPYBHed thermal receptacle 56, e.g. of
expanded pol ystyrene, which is nmounted between the top noul ding 26 and t he
bul khead 30. The receptacle 56 is lined with cooling coils (not shown)
which formpart of a dogwert is@pianviEwy phitehavenags diseanse wishthgtop
conpressor 58 nounted at the boaion1of t he di spenser. 8 Returning to Fig.
4, cool ed water can b&VENVRY' S om the reservoir 51 via a flexible pi pe 60
which is inserted through an aperture 61 in the platform 27 into a pinch
val ve operated by the lever 12. Anbient water can also pass direct fromthe
pi pe 50 via a flexible pipe 64 which is inserted through a further aperture
65 in the platform 27 into another pinch valve operated by the |lever 11.
The pinch valves are nounted within a conpartnent 68 noulded in the

pl atform 27. The pipes 60 and 64 can be releasably held by clips 70 and 71
secured above the conpartnent 68. Water displaced fromthe bottle is

repl aced by clean air which passes through a separate passage in the feed
tube 49. The air is supplied through narrow bore flexible tubing 72 via
(for exanple) a pressure-release valve 74, an air filter 75 and a nonreturn

e e o r o, Y



" Despite the conpact and sinple construction of the water cool er the
periodi c replacenent of the conponents which cone into contact wth the
-water is very sinple. Wien the bottle is changed the top cover 6 is lifted
of f and the coupling 48) reservoir 51 and air conponents 74-76 are pulled
out together with the interconnecting pi pes and tubes. A clean set of
conponents are inserted into the platform 27 and the cover is repl aced.
Heat produced by the internal electrical conponents and renoved fromthe
chilled water by the refrigeration systemis extracted by neans of a smal
electric fan 80 which can be seen in Fig. 3 and is shown in nore detail in
Fig. 7. The fan is nmounted in an upward-facing openi ng 81 which channels
warmair into the ventilation duct 8 to be expelled through the holes 8 at
all levels. The air f'f_ﬁblﬁ_ré%%gd%'léfédtiﬁarfs%%re%%tibﬁtfﬂb%jh@efr&ﬂ%bmérar
cooling effect. 9 1w be appreciated that the features disclosed
herein may be present of theabgvearageidigpenseribi nati on. Wil st the above
description | ays enphasis on those areas which, in conbination, are
believed to be new, protection is clainmed for any inventive conbi nati on of
the features disclose¢ifiged i8.verticH) se&IVBI-1 of FleeBerpge di spenser which
incorporates: - a plurality of vertically elongate walls (2) 3 and 4); - a
top cover (6) which is renovably nmounted on said el ongate walls and which

is adapted to receive [t I Qver L auj i (B with a
neck of the container @&%ﬁgggﬁh&%gﬁé‘ﬁ@atb@q{g&‘r‘%ﬂ‘ﬁtggf}%aa}t@gﬁ'@g@ r;
characterised in that duct btheaobletal | y el ongate walls include a front wall
(2) and a pair of side walls (3 and 4) which converge rearwardly fromthe
front wall; and - a platform (27) is nmounted bel ow said top cover, said

pl at f orm bei ng adapted to renovably receive and support a coupling nenber
(48) which incorporates a feed tube (49) for insertion into the neck of

such a cont ERAILEEDESGRIGTIEN OR THE DRMWMNEGES the platform furt her
cont ai ning an opening (52) which is in registration with a thernal
receptacle (56) nounted bel ow said platformfor renovably receiving a

reservoir ( h I BEALRE: gisd b A : ed to the
feed tube tgiq'écieim\’/'{ew?i arlﬁ%%f reom sglgddl?%%re[r:ogq%ﬁ{tlg? E’@?@gzﬁ A %%er age
di spenser achiiediwejet andisaiherefpra comimonty teffierréd tomas andater deoleal The(2, 3 and

4) are general]y.arcuate jn transverse cross-sectiqgn. 3. A beyerage
dl spenser  acoBlITde eplifthty SYBNE=N Saein UoHen g, TN RBBh AT ac
| east one hgl®i&LidbSandI®B anbBLhitRRoRTedeFea NIy tE thech dvehlilatiggh whi ch
liquid is renoved fromthe reservoir.
duct 5 which extends vertically between the rear margins of the side panels.
The front and side panels are all moulded of plastics and are outwardly
arcuate in transverse cross section such that the external profile of the
cooler is smoothly curved with three similar sections (see Fig. 3). In
addition, a top cover 6, which is also moulded of plastics, is removably
supported on the front and side panels. The duct 5 occupies most of the
height of the cooler and is closed at its top and bottom ends. The external
wall of the duct contains an array of ventilation holes 8 covering most of the

vertical length of the duct.

The front panel of the cooler has an electronic display panel 10, below which
are a pair of control levers 11 and 12 for electrically or manually operating

a pair of dispensing pinch valves which contro! the discharge of water into



11 4. A beverage di spenser according to any preceding claim

platformis adapted to receive an air filter (75) through which air
"conducted to the feed tube to replace liquid renoved fromthe bottle. 5. A

beverage di spenser according Caim 3,

in which the

S

in which the platformincorporates a

di spensing valve (11, 12) for controll 5ng the flow of liquid through the

condui t.
the platformis forned as a plastics noul ding (26).
according to any preceding claim

6. A beverage dispenser according to any preceding claim
7. A beverage di spenser
in which a ventilation duct (5) extends

al ong the junction of the convergent side walls(3 and 4), said duct
containing o plurality of ventilation apertures (8) which comrunicate with
t he external atnosphere. 8. A beverage dispenser according to Claim?7,

i ncl udi ng a2fHPYBOYY BceshdddBelpvinedeeess
I nterior of
according t

or

10,

in which

there iscanereringiAsionatn t he

g R BB ok A B 7 o B BERRG e
connect ed wWdidpesiageeaterbst antial ly parall el structural menmbers (20, 21 )

at the front of the housing. 10. A beverage di spenser according to
in which the platform (27) rigidly connects the ventilation duct w

Lo struct Ui JEIRSE Sbtaindd rrbin 2 RRYREPHT 18 FORTNSPE BA8"SFR.'B

which is inverted such that the neck of the bottle projects downwards. The
top cover 6 is of dished shape with a central aperture 15, so that when the
bottle is lowered onto the cooler it is supported by the cover 6 with its neck

projecting through the aperture 15.

Referring to Fig.s 3 and 4, the ventilation duct 5 is formed of metal, and
provides one of the main structural members of the cooler. Opposite sides
of the duct are provided with metal flanges 18 and 19 which lie behind the
rear margins of the side panels 3 and 4. The cooler also includes a pair of
spaced structural members 20, 21 which extend parallel to the duct 5 behind
the opposite margins of the front panel 2 and the front margins of the side
panels 3, 4. The members 20 and 21 are each comprised of a metal strip
which is bent longitudinally for strength and rigidity. A bucket moulding 26,
which includes a generally horizontal platform 27 surrounded by an
upstanding side wall 28, is mounted below the top cover 6, rigidly fastened
to the rear duct 5 and the structural members 20, 21 by means of self-
tapping screws. At the bottom of the cooler the members 20, 21 and the
duct 5 are fastened to upstanding abutments moulded on the plinth 1 using
self-tapping screws. The members 20, 21 and duct 5 are also fastened to
an intermediate transverse metal bulkhead 30 by means of rivets or self-
tapping screws. The duct 5 and structural members 20, 21 thus provide a

rigid internal skeleton for the cooler.

Claim?9,
th the
Caim?9



" base (1) rigidly connects the duct and structural

of the housing.

12. A beverage di spenser according to daim9, 10 or 11,

"which a transverse bul khead (30) rigidly connects the duct with the

structural nenbe

rs. 13. A beverage dispenser according to any of Clains 9

to 12, in which the front wall (2) of ¥he housing is fastened to the two
rs (20, 21 ). 14. A beverage dispenser according to any of

structural nenbe
Clains 9 to 13,

downwar dl y-di rect ed hook formations (40) which are inserted into vertical

slots (42) provi

in which the two side walls (3 and 4) are provided with

ded in one flank (18) 19) of the duct and one of the

structural

(34, 35).

nmenbers at the | ower end

in

menbers (20) 21 ). 15. A beverage di spenser according to any of
Claims 9 to 14, in which the structural nenbers include a pair of

angul arly- i pedfbirg t\eﬁ*lb 561%@@@%@3@20%% 211ﬁcuﬁeb§ erfl‘ﬂﬂafi!aﬁ@@laﬁ?r
according to C aim 15, he outer edges of h angul arly=inclined
sections (3Mcliaay S@lcbomﬁ Bﬂla@dcﬁfwvﬁh oppbsitelydiratted m@ppedmumlfblmg’esanges
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marginal edges of the front panel 2 are provided with a spaced moulded lugs
38, also visible in Fig. 3, which are used to fasten the front panel to the flat
section 33 by means of self tapping screws 39. Thus, the front panel could
be removed by removing the screws 39. The adjacent margins of the side
panels 3 and 4 are provided with moulded rearwardly-projecting hooks 40,
also seen in Fig. 6, which project downwardly for engagement through
vertical slots 42 in the flat sections 32. The side panels are also provided
with similar hooks are provided for engagement through corresponding slots
in the rear flanges 18 and 19. The side panels are thus easily installed by
pushing the hooks through the slots and then sliding them downwardly and

they can also be quickly removed by a reverse action.

Returning to Fig. 4, the platform 27 is formed with a central recess 46 which
holds a cup-shaped coupling 48 into which the neck of the inverted bottle B
is inserted through the aperture 15. The coupling 48 includes an integrally
moulded feed tube 49 which projects through the neck of the bottle to
remove water therefrom. The water is conducted via a flexible pipe
indicated at 50 into a moulded reservoir 51 which is removably inserted
through an aperture 52 in the platform 27. (In the drawings, pipes and tubes
are indicated by dashed lines for clarity.) As seen in Fig. 3, the reservoiris
held within an open-topped thermal receptacle 56, e.g. of expanded
polystyrene, which is mounted between the top moulding 26 and the
bulkhead 30. The receptacle 56 is lined with cooling coils (not shown) which
form part of a conventional refrigeration system driven by a compressor 58

mounted at the bottom of the dispenser.
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direct from the pipe 50 via a flexible pipe 64 which is inserted through a

further aperture 65 in the platform 27 into another pinch valve operated by

the lever 11. The pinch valves are mounted within a compartment 68

moulded in the platform 27. The pipes 60 and 64 can be releasably held by

clips 70 and 71 secured above the compartment 68. Water displaced from

the bottle is replaced by clean air which passes through a separate passage

in the feed tube 49. The air is supplied through narrow-bore flexible tubing

72 via (for example) a pressure-release valve 74, an air filter 75 and a non-

return valve 76, all of which are inserted into recesses formed at the rear of

the platform 27.

Despite the compact and simple construction of the water cooler the periodic
replacement of the components which come into contact with the water is
very simple. When the bottle is changed the top cover 6 is lifted off and the
coupling 48, reservoir 51 and air components 74-76 are pulled out together
with the interconnecting pipes and tubes. A clean set of components are

inserted into the platform 27 and the cover is replaced.

Heat produced by the internal electrical components and removed from the
chilled water by the refrigeration system is extracted by means of a small
electric fan 80 which can be seen in Fig. 3 and is shown in more detail in
Fig. 7. The fanis mounted in an upward-facing opening 81 which channels
warm air into the ventilation duct 8 to be expelled through the holes 8 at all
levels. The air flow could also be reversed to provide a similar cooling

effect.
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It will be appreciated that the features disclosed herein may be present in
any feasible combination. Whilst the above description lays emphasis on
those areas which, in combination, are believed to be new, protection is

claimed for any inventive combination of the features disclosed herein.
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CLAIMS

1. A beverage dispenser which incorporates:

- a plurality of vertically elongate walls (2, 3 and 4);

- a top cover (6) which is removably mounted on said elongate walls and

which is adapted to receive and support an inverted liquid container (B) with

a neck of the container passing through an aperture in said top cover;
characterised in that

- the vertically elongate walls include a front wall (2) and a pair of side walls

(3 and 4) which converge rearwardly from the front wall; and

- a platform (27) is mounted below said top cover, said platform being

adapted to removably receive and support a coupling member (48) which

incorporates a feed tube (49) for insertion into the neck of such a container

when supported on the top wall, the platform further containing an opening

(52) which is in registration with a thermal receptacle (56) mounted below

said platform for removably receiving a reservoir (51) through said opening,

said reservoir being connected to the feed tube to receive liquid from said

inverted container.

2. A beverage dispenser according to Claim 1, in which the front

and side walls (2, 3 and 4) are generally arcuate in transverse cross-section.

3. A beverage dispenser according to Claim 1 or 2, in which the
platform contains at least one hole (61, 65) for insertion of a conduit (60, 64)

through which liquid is removed from the reservoir.
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4. A beverage dispenser according to any preceding claim, in
which the platform is adapted to receive an air filter (75) through which air

is conducted to the feed tube to replace liquid removed from the bottle.

5. A beverage dispenser according Claim 3, in which the platform
incorporates a dispensing valve (11, 12) for controlling the flow of liquid

through the conduit.

6. A beverage dispenser according to any preceding claim, in

which the platform is formed as a plastics moulding (26).

7. A beverage dispenser according to any preceding claim, in
which a ventilation duct (5) extends along the junction of the convergent side
walls(3 and 4), said duct containing a plurality of ventilation apertures (8)

which communicate with the external atmosphere.

8. A beverage dispenser according to Claim 7, including a fan
(80) arranged to create a positive air flow between the interior of the housing

and the ventilation duct.

9. A beverage dispenser according to Claim 7 or 8, in which the
ventilation duct is rigidly connected with spaced substantially parallel
structural members (20, 21) at the front of the housing.

10. A beverage dispenser according to Claim 9, in which the
platform (27) rigidly connects the ventilation duct with the two structural

members.
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1. A beverage dispenser according to Claim 9 or 10, in which a
base (1) rigidly connects the duct and structural members at the lower end

of the housing.

12. A beverage dispenser according to Claim 9, 10 or 11, in which
a transverse bulkhead (30) rigidly connects the duct with the structural

members.

13. A beverage dispenser according to any of Claims 9 to 12, in
which the front wall (2) of the housing is fastened to the two structural
members (20, 21).

14. A beverage dispenser according to any of Claims 9 to 13, in
which the two side walls (3 and 4) are provided with downwardly-directed
hook formations (40) which are inserted into vertical slots (42) provided in

one flank (18, 19) of the duct and one of the structural members (20, 21).

15. A beverage dispenser according to any of Claims 9 to 14, in
which the structural members include a pair of angularly-inclined wall
sections (32, 33).

16. A beverage dispenser according to Claim 15, in which the
outer edges of both angularly-inclined sections (32, 33) are provided with

substantially perpendicular flanges (34, 35).



