
A wireless communication device (100) having an accessory port (136) and a
processor (114) to detect when an external accessory (201) is coupled to
the accessory port, and then identify the type of external accessory. A
data line (208) connects the external accessory to the wireless
communication device, the data line being a portion of a pulse code
modulation (PCM) port in the accessory port. The processor senses activity
on this data line, including a signal transmitted by the external accessory
indicative of when the external accessory is coupled to the wireless
communication device. The processor further senses identification data
associated with the external accessory, with the identification data
including an identification code of the external accessory. The processor
generates a clock signal, and the external accessory transmits the
identification data to the wireless communication device over the data line
in response to the clock signal. In this fashion, the processor repeatedly
senses the transmitted identification data. An input line in the accessory
port carries a voltage indicative of whether the external accessory
supplies external power to the wireless communication device. The
identification code transmitted by the external accessory is compared to
stored codes corresponding to a plurality of external accessories to
identify the external accessory coupled to the wireless communication
device.    


