A‘method is provided for enabling a conputer that processes data formatted
inafirst format to read a data unit that is formatted in a second fornmat
froma storage subsystemthat is capable of storing data in either the
firSt or the second format. The nethod conprises the steps of dispatching
(110) a command for the storage subsystdhto report data | ength of the data
unit; sending, in return a value of the data |ength that enables the
conputer to determi ne whether the data unit is in the first format or in

the second format aAMBPTREBrANDGYSTEM FOR MAKING ANOPEMNSYSTEMspat chi ng, a
command (125) for the storage subsystemto forward the data unit to the

conmput er; and sendi ng thgolaE WOCESSIRDE MIEARDVASY STEdM ystem to t he
conput er.
- : ABSTRACT

A method is provided for enabling a computer that processes data formatted in a first format to
read a data unit that is formatied in a second format from a storage subsystem that is capable of
storing data in either the first or the secm;d format. The method compriscs the steps of
dispatching (110) a command for the storage sﬁbsystcm to report data lenpth of the data unit;
sending, in return a value of the data length that enables the computer to determine whether the
data unit is in the first format or in the sccond format and prepare for receipt of the data unit
dispatching, a command (125} for the storage subsystem to forward the data unit to the

computer; and sending the data unit from the storage subsystem to the computcr.
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