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a pair of parts to be held that are provided on the top surface of the
article so as to be separated in the surface direction. The gripper de-
vice comprises: a pair of engagement parts which are attached to an
ascending/descending part that can ascend/descend above an article,
and which engage with the respective parts to be held; and a driving
part which moves the pair of engagement parts, in the aforementioned
direction, such that the engagement parts move away from one an-
other, and moves the engagement parts from a standby position, in
which the distance between the pair of engagement parts is shorter
than the interval between the pair of parts to be held, to an engage-
ment position in which the pair of engagement parts can engage with
the pair of parts to be held.
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