A system and nethod for determining a drive letter used by a RAM di sk and
comuni cating that designator to other progranms. In a conputer having a
processor for running operating systemcode, RAM and a hard drive nenory
device, the RAMincludes a RAM di sk configured therein and the hard drive
menory device includes at | east one partition. The operating system code
recogni zes both the RAM di sk and the hard drive partition as |ogical drives
and therefore contains a series of at |east_two drive paraneter bl ocks
(DPB), one DPB for each logical drive. The tonputer also includes a
software routine for determ ni ng a drive Ietter assigned to the RAM disk
and communi cating that ,fm RE 8 hisgt of all, the
routi ne must ascertain t r|ve tter aSS|gn to the RAM di sk by :
sequentially perform ng the foll ow ng steps: accessing a DPB fromthe

series, exam ning the logical dr 'A’lﬁtﬂ%ﬁbﬁﬂ@ﬁﬁ&l@z&ré he DPB, and determ ni ng
if the logical drive is the RAM disk. Once the routine ascertains which DPB

i s associated with th¥simpmndmethod for d?ﬁéhmﬂ’étardpé‘?/lﬁ@el’tqﬁéd bt & §aM|diskiaad
assi gned to thagonldiBi@bids faPdinhtiLtodtiey ﬁrob&h{seln @coRipRLhHARY IGiBcekeat i on.
Therefore, a programmay access the RAM d by referencing, the
predet er mi ned | OF Bynning operating system code, RAM, and a hard drive memory device, the RAM
includes a RAM disk configured therein and the hard drive memory device includes
5 at least one partition. The operating system code recognizes both the RAM disk and
the hard drive partition as logical drives and therefore contains a series of at least
two drive parameter hlocks (DPB), one DPB for each logical drive. The computer
also includes a software routine for determining a drive letter assigned o the RAM
disk and communicating that drive letter to another program. First of ali, the
10 routine must ascertain the drive letter assigned to the RAM disk by sequentially
performing the following steps: accessing a2 DPB from the series, examining the
logical drive designated by the DPB, and determining if the logical drive is the RAM
disk. Once the routine ascertains which DPB is associated with the RAM disk, it
then retrieves the drive letter assigned to that DPB and stores the drive letter a
15 prgdetermined location. Therefore, a program may access the RAM disk by
referencing the predetermined location.



