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A file access history attribute may be
encoded and stored with a file in a computer
memory. The file access history attribute
may provide information as to the date of
most recent access and the level of access on
which date. In addition, the file access his-
tory attribute may provide information con-
cerning recent file history (e.g., previous nine
days), quarterly history (e.g., 80 days pre-
ceding the previous nine days), as well as
long-term history (e.g., beyond the 80 day pe-
riod). The encoding technique of the present
invention may compress file access history
information into a compact file access his-
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