An adaptive trellis decoder (40) systemenploys a state transition trellis
with a predeterm ned nunber of states for decoding a group of interleaved
data packets. The trellis decoder system al so accomopdat es data
interruptions and transitions between different types of data. The system
decodes groups of interleaved trellis encoded data packets with a single
trellis decoder in response to a syncz ni zati on signal derived fromthe
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5 decoding a group of interleaved data packets. The trellis decoder
system also accommodates data interruptions and transitions
between different types of data. The system decodes groups of
interleaved trellis encoded data packets with a single trellis
decoder in response to a synchronization signal derived from the

10 interleaved encoded data. The decoder (40) employs a state
transition trellis with a predetermined number of states. The state
transition trellis may be reset to a predetermined state in
response to a detected synchronization interval in the encoded
data. The decoder may also decode re-aligned data produced by

15 removing iritervening synchronization intervals from the
interleaved encoded data, in response to a detected
synchronization interval.
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